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The Worfliip of the B. Virgin 

AND 

The SAINTS. 



-• §. I. 

THE Gehdemcn of the Church of Rome have 
been pleafed lately to fend Books amongft us of 
a very difierent flkrain : On the one fide Poj^ery 
Mifreprefenttd and Refrefentedy but efpeaally 
Monfieur Je ^/.Expofmon of the RmanllKAtmt : On the 
other fide our Ladies Rofary^ and the Contemplation of her 
Life and Gtory^ && wmch go up and down^ though noc 
fo openly as tne other. And we believe they have Books 
in readinefs, to explain over again their Meaning in the 
other Articles (treated of in the Expofition) at the fame 
rate, that their Books of particular Devotion to our Lady, 
do explain the Articles of i{^//g/Vi/;f Worfliip, and Invocation 

of Saints. ^ 

In the mean time they feem to believe, that there are 
no Articles will bear a Reprefentation in their true Colours, 
iboner or better than thefe. And the truth is, as Mankind 
has in all Ages been very prone to Superftition, fo to no 
kind of it m<Mre than to that of Worfiiipping Dead Men and 
^1^1^^; which being the Pradiice they would recoaciki us 

B to. 
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What pQtt^r is Add 

i 

to, in the firft place, wc are concerned the more- throughly 
to ^camine, what they now think fit to iay &r it. 

Hut let no nian i;bink,thiat in this Gau£:^ we are fngaged 
againfl the Saints departed,- becaufe we contend with their 
Worihippers. - Let no Man itake our Rtfofal to honor them, 
as their Worflnppers honor them, for an argument that wc 
do not^ hpnpr thorn at idl . Vc arcieonteot to be jtryed by 

that known Rule of St. Aufiin^ that they are to ie honor J 
for ImitatioH^not to he adomd^r Religion. We believe, that 
the higheft honor we can do thetn)is to follow their foam- 
pies. Wc love tl^ir M^n^orje^, we calibrate Anniverfary 
Commemorations of their Piety and Virtues, efpecially of 

their Vi(ftories over the World ; we rejoyce in their Glory 
and Happinefs ; we propound their Examples to the Imi- 
i^tlon^pf bhe ^FaitliA?), oxciting . them tp^ )iHfi as .the Stmts . 
opf% lived, fcba^ «h€ry gt Itqgth nMy inherit itiiofe Ptomifis, 
ifii^jiJt^ l^.^eir E^kh.and; PatietKe iii.tJs^ World, the Saints^ 
Do^juherif iif the.ot-bier ^ we f rajiie Giod.foir d)em,asdrtea 
as we aieet «^dii«r <^ thie Holy Table <cf our l/ord : And 
v^hcQ we OMpet t49v iftt^ ow iQhiu^an ^«thren) we pray 
tp <jod i0 Sfjh»hff King4i»mithfirwcw.»fh ttft thrift that ure 
^fffitt^i^ ih« trufi Faith of his'Ht^ Ntintt, tmy ^ave .pi^r -. 
pf*feSt CpnfimxMti^it And-^fs^hothinBfiJj/md.SMdim'hu 
tmtriafiiMg Qlorffr 

Tk^yx^ we h^nor tl^ deputed Saintq, rMMmbring all fto 
lQiDg»t])9t tbu^^ tbey' are tuglUy existed abovie us^ who . 
are here below imprifon'd in-earthly Bodies, and ftriigliqg 
M)<a fio^l World with lo&mities and .Temptations $ . We 
y^ belong ^to the ianie' Body, c^wfaich (hey ane Members^, 
«Ad that they- *re ftilj our Fellow-Serwante. We are per<» 
^adfd, they h^v^B not l^i)iH: nather oaore CharityJbr m^ 
teiclwy bed feir tfaKiCfanvch^ wlaea they lived upontht 
£lsdK.& |tt»ibttbe« t2ii(y>Jitta!r.«sia psfW^ or . 
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loriirB. Tirgin, Sir/rife ^airtft." 3 

ill wiiat ifrflances they cxpreli their' Charitjr towards Ms'f 
God baring made no Revelations of thefo things ; we can 
define nothing abotit them ; and therefore we dare not 
give them thoK Honors, which fuppofe fuch an Ailiiranceof 
tfaele tfaings,as God hath thought fit to deny us. 

As to the Virgin Mary in particular, we do with Men 
and' Angels acknowltfd^e, that (he was BleJJed emotigU We- 
meny fince ihe brought forth the Saviour of Mankind, and 
the Lord of Heaven and Earth $ fince ibe was not the Mo- 
ther only, hurthe' P'irgtH Mother alfo of our Lord^ and con- 
ceived him by the Power of the Holy Ghoft. Which Con- 
fislfibn fo honourable to her' being infeparable front a r^ht 
Belief concerning our Lord ^eftUy we do not only fet it 
forth'UpoiT the Anniverfiry of the AwtuHtiaiietiy but fre- 
quently allbinoar Sermons, and daily in the Creed. More- 
over,' we take thele lingular Graces of God towards her, in 
Gonjun(^ion with other things of a more common'qualky : . 
Wte doubt not,t>ut ftfe was ad excelkntfy Rous and virtuous ^ 
Perfon. We fee by her Bfehaviour, when' the Ahgel 'Gahriel\a^ ,. 
came to her, that Ihe was not apt to be impofed upon 
^counterfeit VTfions and Revehitions j nor Toward to be- 
lieve great thingrof herfeifj wot lifted'up with Pride, be- . 
caofe^ lite -was for hi^ly Favoured'; but that upon this eX' 
traordittary occafion; ihe whblly'rifign^d her Self to the 
difpofil of God; withra Wlfdom and Httmility; that c6uld 
norbutbtphabituah But if noihing'at all'liad be6n faidof 
her perfonalQuaHtitt in the Sdriprores (as indeed 'there is 
bat vecy-Uttte;^ we'jliigWr haw prtfiimtd'without Kiftihcrsi 
thatbccaufeGod^CwhO'hksnb Jdft'iregard 't6'a' holy; Mind* 
then toapore-Bbdi^'would.hsvfe th6*M6tfier bfoifrliord 
to retain tjhfe Pdrity'of aiVfrgrn;' hfe-Wourd alio chflfe- a 
inoft holy Vlrgsa to be-hisriMdthfcf j 'ahd'fincJe" h^vv^as* 
pt^fdd tcHend us fo H^avenlJ^ a. lliibtllfi In-aa EiUthea ' 
V^^* he WBiild'ctaifeTJfle-ofthfe gtcattett'HcJnbr.^ F6f * 
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The B. Virgin and the Saints diflmored^ 

whic^ reafon likewife, we might have concladed without 
other Teftimony, that (he became afterwards a faithful DiP 
ripfe of her Son, For when one in admiration of him cr}'- 
ed out Blefiedis the Womh that hare thee^nd the Paps that 
gave thee Suck. Tea rather^ faid he, BleffeJ are they that 
hear the mrd of God ^ and keep it : without which BlefTed* 
nc(s (he that bore him in her Womb, and nouri(hed him 
at her Breafts, would have been juftly eftcemed by all ge^ 
nerations^ the moft unhappy and miferable Creature in the 
World. Finally, from all this we cannot but conclude,thar 
ihe is very happy and glorious in the Kingdom of Heaven. 
For though we have no particular Revelations concerning, 
this, to warrant any Comparifons of her (late, with that ot* 
Angels and Archangels ; yet upon general Reafons we may 
£iy,with fuffident adurance, That her Rewards and Glories, 
in Heaven are exceeding great, and fuch as hold propor- 
tion,not only with her Faith and Patience (for as (bme- 
think (he funered Martyrdom;) but Jikewife with that Ho- 
nor, which God was pleafed to confer upon her in this 
World. 

Now if any thing remains,whereby to expreft tbeTender* 
nels we have for the honor of die £. nrgin^ it is this, That 
we (bould do what we can to redeem her Name, from that 
di(honorable Imputation of atkHmg Glories, that cannot 
belong to the moft Excellent Creature, that is but a Crea- 
ture. For they who by moft folemn Rites of Religious Ser- 
vice addrefs to her, as to the Qiteen^ of Heaven and Eartk^ 
would make us believe, and pretend to believe themfelvev 
that (he is pleafed with that Worfliip, which they ofler to 
hen But if, as we lay, they yield to her thofe Services,which 
no Creature is to receive; they do by conlequence repre(ent 
herasa JL4i/y, that afpires to the Gloiy of>he Moft High; 
which is by no means iot the Glory ot the B. Firgin. And 
if their Saint-Worihip be liable to the fame charge, thus al(a 

tfccy 



they reprefent the other Sabots: N0w. th6 la (^3|)6ruig tfaeic 
Dodlrine and Pn&ice^ uc arc prindpally moved, by that 
Concern wc ought to have for the Glory of our Creator and 
iSaviour ; yet it is fome inducement to us fb to do^ that we 
fhaU thereby vindicate the B. Firgin alfo, and all the glori- 
fied Saints. For if ihe knows what pai^ amongft Mortals,* 
ihe cannot but be difpleaied at thofe Services^that have been 
and (till are paid to hereby fome of her Son s Difciples ; and 
if ihe &id any thing at all to em, ihe would fay to her Vo* 
taries, but with greater indignation, what the Angel faid 
to St. John falling at his feet to wprfhip him, See thwdo ii ^^^ ip. lo. 
ftof: I am thy Feilau>ServaHt : WorfhipGoi: . 

The &me I fay of the Angels, the Apoftles, the Martyrs^ 
and all the Saints, whom they honor with the fame land 
of WcMrftiip,that tlMy give to the B. Virgin. Only the De- 
gree of her Worihip,aiia the Freqneocy of their Addrefles to 
her, and the flrength of their Confidence in her is fo mikch ' 
greater, that they have thought fit to invent a word of Art 
to expreisit by* Hyferdnlia they call it ; a word which our 
people cannot undemand better, thra by knowing the Pra* 
dice which it is a name for. 

It is ib vaft a proportion of Religious Service which they ^ 
render to her, it coofi(b of ib many Parts and Diverfities, 
that it were a labour to recount themes particularly as the 
Cafe would bean It ihall fuffice to mention ibme of the 
principal Heads. They worfhip her with Religbus Prayers 
and Vows. They eredl Churches and Oratories for her Ser- . 
vice ; where they worlhip her very Images and Pidlores, 
and pretended Reliques. They make Rdaries, and com- 
poie Hours, Pfalters, and other Forms of Devotion to ber. 
They ask things of her> that are proper to be asked of God 
only. They burn lacenfe to berlmages,and offer their very ;" 
Sacrifice of the Mais in her Honor. . 
' Now as to this^ and tU th« reft, we cannot but (land * 

aoMzed, 



^ Of tht nt4fjhip^cftfft%. yirginv ^nSthe^ iSaints 

tmuo^i cfaii thiiSefviceof ttie B. Virgiii ffiould' gro^r ta 
be one of the priocipa) parts of their Religion ; when the 
H* Scriptures have not given usthe leaft indniation of Rale 
or Example for it or of any Dodrineor PraAice that leads 
'- CO it. That it (hould be a main dedsrv of their Catechifines, 

- to inftruA* Youth in the Worflrip ofthe'B; Virgin ; of their 
Sermons to excite the People to putCbnfidence in her, and 

^ tD call upQn^ her for the prefent occafion; of their Books of 
^ Devotion* to <iirtiA them^ how tO' pray to her, and magnify 

her in FormaLinvoGations; a^ their Gbnfedors to injpyn 
Peiiiteatscaraytib mainy Ave^arief^itt fat:i^diton for their 
: fins, and to make at leaft^a^ frequent Applications taJkhy 
: tt.fio Jifus. hina(elf>*fQr deliwraacefromSins and Dangers : 
^ When not one word^.not one lodmation of any thing^like.to 
ft^. thing of all tbi^ is left upon record in the* Writings of 
ih»BMotffliftstnAAp9fliesi frpm^ whom^thofe men pre^ 
tend'CodertvedKirllttli^on ;- whofe Books are larg^ eno^h\ 
foa this^fo famowa'Sbrvite^ to haveb^en-at Jeaft^nlcntionecl ' 
ionewfatre or« others and who, without all* doubt, would 
btye.moretheO' raeonioiied it,^ if itluidbeerrthe Religioa 

- of thole Times. This is that we rauft^ always womler at, 
ftitd fo much the 4imre^ bepsHifethe-^conibnt Tenpr oP the 
l^f Scriptures^ bears^gainft fuch^ [^(9:iees as^thel^. a^ee- 
ablyi to that Ppeceptof totb TWlanients^ Thrmfhaft mrfl)}pr. 

Apd indeed our Reafons^ to keep at a diftance froni.this - 
worfliipof the^Vifgin and theSiftints-, are fo d)vious knd '; 
^ cqranuuily known} that rfliialPnotimake it a Bidinefs by it 
ie)f!tarreprer€»t4heiiii But thefeewathiogs^I ihaU confiti^, ; 
a&wallcaiS I can $ ^ 
.1^ Tke<plai^tkCBtcptfitiom*anJ^ColMrs^ hj vohicb tHy 
^ba^tri^iJu>flM€^t^iuil^th^ inthejf things. 

%• What were the Bepmifgsef jthh ktndeff^d^^^ amongfi^^ 
!: ChwflblMb ^aW: J^^Ht fiefi i^Hs-gnmtvrtbat height^ in 

which 



M itfignism th Chttrth «f lU>ii». f 

mhkh ae f/of fee it. I ^mUoonfider the'femier io a timcnf 
oM^pft^ Jxcaufe .much bas been ^ud «> ttaktMly. 31ie 
latter is what I chie% deiGgfl. 

IN purfaaticc^f 4he firft cbkig ^pouoded, I fhall fart£* 
cidtrly oNefve how Meiijieur ^ MeJuue hink «Kp6tidd* 
ed thefe IVktter^ tinder the hsiis -of Iteiigiout W^rjhif^ df 
Ltvteatioa tf^intitfy aod givriit^ i&Mwr /# Imager >mJ fy^ 
ligKes. £«(< AaH begra With the two hitter, ber<»iu&hft 
Qsqponnds thefe ^uutiiBtthirly ;$ and ^n I fhtU •confider <diie 
general Defence he mshcs, ftnr i^ the Bcdigidiia Warih^ they 
give to the B Virgin, aad to the Saiiit& 

The Worihip of Invocation, is the Foundatibfi df a ^teat 
flu 'y other thtn^ done in iier Ser^kt, For ialbtioe, It 
is this, tiiac hath bron^ forth the Rcfatyt^ Pfakers, thb 
£ftMtry,andaUother^(r^iof 1>»«tioB toher. itisthis 
that hath raifed her Sbrhes, and bciHt OrftoriiUs a^ CBtf" 
pets for her e^|tedal Service. And indeed^ if flie as well ai 
God istobe worildpped wkh Prayers and Hymns, it is 
but realbnable, that fte ihould have her hdy Piaces finr Acb 
ServiceS) as weU as God. And yec ^ Aiiiin ^ou^t tte ^ j^g^ 
tre&iag^ cfTen^s /• iefo. prefer an a& ^BVtimi Worflnf, aHm. tit. t. 
that if we fltmdJ d» it to tJ>e mfi exceOtnt Angela m/e JhMd'* «<• 
ix aiMhematiaifnm the Chmtbtf GoA^ . Whei«a6 theiv>> 
fere ourGt^urches are known from one tahother in Cities 
aod popnleiis Tobmsy by the names of ie\<eral ^intr$ yet 
we: profe&that, however for diftindimi £ike they 'ar6 (S> < 
called, they are God's Houfes and Oratories, and not tbnrs^ 
and it is nioft mairifeft, that they are ufed by us.fw tiis 
Wodhi|VAnd not iat thars, in whole or in part. 
. tthe lavocataon ofi the & Virffii akul the Sihtiy hM > 

no iHttioto iooc i^jnflbi 1^ , 

Kpafttcd. ; 



8" Of the Wwfinf qf the fe. Virgin, and the Saints. 

leparated it ; and therefore to thefe Exceffes I fliall fay but 
little, efpecially becaufe they defend them very faintly, and 
with great a ppearances of felf-Condemnation. 

It was too much in all reafbn, that the Council of TreJit 
(j) seSf. 25. ^a) allowed of MentalfisvftM is rocalyPrzycrs to be made 
BeffarJe'/anh. ^9 ^^^ Saints ; fof this afcribcs to them the Knowledge of the 
Beath. 06. i-Sbcre^s ofv Heiairts. And 'tis a very feint Plea for thi^ 
rjjN^^ ^ g ^vhich Monfieur dc Mea^x (hi) makes in faying, that (j^/ 

* did not difdain to d if cover future things to the Prophets^ tho 
they appear much more particularly referved to his own kmw* 
iedge. For this does not clear Mental Praying to the Sdints, 
from the confequence we charge it with, unTe6 they were 
fure; tjiat as Gcd difcovered fome future things to the Pro- 
phets, fo he does alfo perpetually reveal the Prayers of our 
mind to the Saints. The Inftance Ihews what is needlei^ 
that God can do it if he pleafe ; it does not^fhew that he 
does it, and that only would have been to the purpofe. 

Befides, whatever Opinion they have of the Lawfulneis 
and Profitablenefs of praying to Saints, they ihould have 
been very much afraid^to amrm them to be Mediators of In- 
terceffion ; when without any di{lin(2ion,the Scripture does 
notonIygivetoC>{'ri(/? the Quality tf a Mediator^ ^M.de 

(c) Eaf.p. 6. Me^ux (cj grants ; but Ukewife the Quality of our Only Me- 
diator, as he ihould have granted. For as there is one Qod^ io 

M ^J^2.s^(dythereisone Mediator Between God and Meuy the Mam 
Chrifi Jefus. Much leis ihould Men have been encouraged 
to make immediate Applications to the Saints^ ntiore tre^ 
quently than to God^ot to Chriji^ ' as if the Saints were more 

* eaftly prevailed with by our Prayers, than our God and 
Saviour. Thefe ExcefTes were too notorious to be denied, 
but withall they were too Scandalous to be confeiled ; but 
in all reaibn they oi^ht to have l)eea feveiely reproved. 
'M de Meaux would luive Us to obferve, :t&at the Council 
teaches, // i^ good^jind prifitaik\tM^ pray to the . Saints. 

And 
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As itfiands in the Church of Rome. 9 

And wedoobfervc, that tho the Fathers were not infenfible 
of the extravagant PraAiccs- and Dod:rines in this matter, 
that were currant amongft them, yet they would not 
vpuchfafe to note them with the leaft Cenfore ; but were 
content to I^tthem go on, as they had done before. 

Moreover, they pray to the B Virgin, to protefi them 
from the Enemy ^ to receive them at the hour af'Dedthy tote 
propitious to tbem^ to fpare them^ to give them firength\ to* 
give them grace ^ to open the gate tfE^erhfling life to them ; 
and for all that a good Ghriftian can ask of God. Such like 
Prayers do they alfo offer to the other Saints. But nei- 
ther ffiall Iftay upon this; becaufe they do not go a- 
bout t6 juftifie it aAiongft us, otherwife then by pretend- 
ing, that they fa^ what they do not mean : and that the 
Intention of the Church and of Her Faithful^ reduces thefe Exp. p, 6. 
Prayers always to this Form^ that the Saints would pray 
for us. Now when they cpnfefe, that the outward Fenerdti- 
on is ejlahli/hed to teftifie th^ inward fentin^ents of the Mindy ^ ^* 
we defire ne greater evidcrice of felt^ndemnation in this 
Cafe, then to hear them fey ^uite back wafd^ that theiri* 
tention of the Church and heir Faithful, is eftablilht to ex- 
plain the meaning of fo confidembk a part of thein oufc*' 
ward Worfliip. B.ut in the medn titne Gkk} he]f> thecom- 
ttiori People, iFtHey kre to be judged after thbir Wrt-tnt^' ^ ^ . ^ ^ . 
tioni arid^UntSi'ftandingsi arid not the Intintiotts>and Bxk vi': ' ' ■ J 
pofition$ofibniVfcw'^GuidesoftheirChurc^^ ' ^v - '^ -. .\ 

To naiiie no more df thefe* EnoriflitieS} their dividing to *. 
the Saints their feveral Offices in their Prayers to them, is 
a moil iinaco.ytfritabfe'\%per(Htiori^ /. e. ThitToh^^ft^ M ^^ ;, j 
applied tb'fttrth^ cure of i^ \ >V 

hothcr, Wd ^e^pccifliar things defiwdaf^- ifeiwft^wfeiy : - ^ 
one. For how cah )f|ey peifwiidc us, that they defire no^ ' . • 
thing of tfieSairitd^but ihfe kelp of their Prayars; •M^hen 
thcY'dtWbtititoekcjiSittthiiM^^ • ^ ^ 
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to Our retpteftin^ oru anothers ^dyerf 

er ; unJelsdiey think that 6t< AfoilofiiJs'laterceWon is, not 
as efib^ual agftiAft the (Sout^ as tiieToodb-ath? 

Ettt fettiiig afide thefe ExceHes, which ieveral mode- 
rate Men of theijr own Church have ooraplaio'd oC 
but all to no furpoie ; tet us hear What they iky in behalf 
of Praying to the B. Virgin, and to the Saints at all, fup- 
poiing it be for nothit^but to pray for tileixi, as one Cre«« 
ture may do for another, and that they fpeak to hqr and 
them, in Hymns and Strains, which as to th<s matter there- 
in omtaiided) do not exalt then ^x>ye the condition o^ 
Creatuses; In one word* why they addrefs to her, and the 
reft of the Saintis,with ai^ (on of formal Invocation. 

We dare not do tluSf liecauik we believe Pruyer to bt an 

Edential I^rt oi Gods Wcxib^ joafintich as 'tis ibmetimes 

put ior the whdie. ^HbwjhaS tbiy c(fU upon, k^y itt tohom 

t bey. Have not leli&oed f Le. How ihau they ferve and 

WoHhiptilm? Tis fo iHConMmmictdble a Worfiup, that 

tk^mmhnt ®°^ himfcif dcfcribed bis own Houfe by it. JHy houfepaU 

d^n/^ n ^^ r<i//r</ a» h»ufe rfFra^r. And.furely when God named 

^* ^i^ ^ ^ fachi&,l^ fonke part,of that Senrvios that was performed 

^^^^ ^lere, he would chi^ fuch a part as was |)ecuiiar to 

gr -mti St. felf This and mudi m<^ we &y for our felves. 

•JlJ*AJjJ* But to J| that we can fey, they give this plaufible An- 

■Htht ciTMNr, fwer,C'')'Zliatit makes nomoreapinfttheir.pra<%ce,inde> 

jteSi^ we firmg A« ftayers of their 0rethrenin Hes^ven, then t^aiinft 

SJtttjT thoiis «lilo!ii«s,io d^firinftthe Pr^ers of our Brethren tip- 

ff""'t*«-. «BE»itb^> .^4»s^M;«!/Jip*' <(^ ^« %c^ that it « ^Ij^/uiilf 

- 'cti(dmz-t9'^:faifie'o.r4erfff^r9tipnd\^ 

: . Now this>is a very popi^r way to ^Lve themielves ffom 

Blame, 
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blame, but by no means fufficient. Fqt thpre i$ a Concuf'- 
rence of other Reafons to make it profiMoie to 4efire the 
Players of otir Brethren upon Earth, bcrtdes thefe two, that 
they are our Brethren, and that tpe hve one another. God 
has manifeftly approved it in the HcAy Scriptures ? that 
is one Reafon : Befides, we are alfb fiire, tha^ when we de- 
fire our Brethren upon Earth to pray for us, that they hear 
US ; that is another reaibn. But neither of thefe Reafons 
can he juftly projluced, to fhew the Projfitablenefi of Pray- 
ing to the Saints departed. 

But becauie this is the mofl: comolon and colourable 
Defence they make ; I ihall further ifaew, what may and 
ought to be. retted to it,by the People of oiir Communion. 
They4^, we may as lawfully dcfire thofe in Heaven to 
Pray forus, as thofe on Earth. But let us then tell themi 
that when we ask of one another things proper to be ask- 
ed, thde Requefts are by no means tliat which we under- 
fland by Prayer^ or Religious Invocation : find that them- 
felve^ do not fo account them. Monfieur ie M. clearly 
gives them another name, he calls it hefeeching or demand- ^ ^^ ^^ 
ing the aJUSflance dour Brethren. But .men of all Rd^ions 
do agree,this tooe a quite difierent^hing, from that part of 
Religion which we call /^r^y^K ' \^ 

And to make this matter fb plaiq^ that it can neither be 
mifunderftood nor denied : Siippofe a ]^an vifited with 
the PeftUence; or any other dangerous Di(!emper,to defire 
his Phyiitian to apply hisbeft ^U to recover him : Is this 
Prayer or Religious Invocation ? No ; they will not fay it 
is. But if the lame Perfon defires the 5. Virgin^ or St. 
Rochey or St. Sehaitian to reftore him to health. This they 
will confefs to be Prayer. And the reafon of the Differ- 
ence is not, that the Phyfitianis defired to help the Patient, 
by his skill in natural Remedies; and the Saints by their 
Interceflion with God. Foriiippofe that, the Patient fends 

C * for 
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for the Prieft, ahd defires him to pray for him, they will 
not lay that this Defire is a Prayer to the Pricft, or a Reli- 
gious Invocation of him: They will tell you, that the Sick 
Man defires or demands the affiflance of the Priefts Prayers. 
But ftill if he calls, upon the B. f^irgin^ or any of the Saints 
departed, to help him by their Prayers; this is properly, and 
in the account of Religion, praying to them. What then is 
the reafon of the Difference ; for here is a Ilequeft made to 
the Priefl and to the Saint , and the fime Requeft too : 
why is one Prayer, and the other not ? Now though we 
Ihould not perfeAly agree with our Adverfaries, about the 
reafon of theDificrencc ; yet fo long as it is and muft bt 
acknowledged, that the honed Requdls, we make to one a^ 
nother upon Earth, are not that part pf Religion which wv 
. call Prayer ; but that the Requefts, which we make to the 
departed Saints>are Prayer j to long,I lay,as this is granted, 
. 'tis plain,That this their common Argument,/r // lawful an J 
profitable^ to defire the afftftance of our Brethrens Prayers 
here upon Earthy and therefore it is lawful and profitable^ 
to call uton thofe in Heaven to afiiji us with their Prayers ; 
ig very deccitfiil. For this is as much as to fay : Thofe Re- 
qiiefk which are not Prayer^msiy be lawfully madfe to Crea- 
tures; and therefore thofe which are Prayer^ may be made 
to Creatures, as lawfully as thofe that are not* 

Now if yott deiire to know, what it is in this cafe that 
makes the difference : I think the Anfwer is very plain. For 
. the difference is not to be taken, i. From the Matter of 
the Requefl, fbr that is the fame : Nor x. from the Peribns 
themfelves to whom the requefl is made ; for if the Saint 
departed were here, why would my rcqueftingof the iame 
thing, be Prayer to him, and not to the Prieft ? And there- 
fore 3. It muft neceffarily lye in the different Circumftan- 
ces of the Prieft, and the&unt; that the former is with aie, 
^nd the latter is abfeat from me. Requefts made to the 
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Faithfuly arc made to thofc that arc within the compafs of 
civil Converfation : But the fame Requefls made to the B. 
Virgin and the Saints^ are made to thofe that are departed 
out of the compafs of civil Converfation. And this is that 
which makes them not to be Prayer in the former cafe, ^ 
and to be Prayer in the latter. 

But if it be further inquired, why it is Tracer to ask the 
fame things of thofe that are diflant from civil Converfi- 
tion, which to ask of thofe that are within the compafs of 
it, is not Prayer > The Reafon fcemes plainly to be this. 
That when I addrefs my felf to one that is within the com- 
pafs of civil Converfation, in which Men ufe to hear or to 
underfbtnd one another; my Aflurance that he hears me, 
does no way afcribe to him a Knowledge or a Prefence^ 
Vi hich is above the Condition of a Creature. Bat if I in- 
voke the Baints every where with AfTurance that they ' 
hear me; I have no other reafonable ground of fiich AA 
furance, then that they are every where prefent at the fame 
time : For if I acknowledge, that there is a certain limited 
Compafs, withm which they can hear and know; let this Li- 
mit be never fo wide , how can I' be afHired, that they 
are not out of that Compafs when I fpeak to them ? But 
the Romanifts pray every where to every Saint ^ believing 
that they are heard. // is certain^ kys one of them, 
(e^ that the Saints know what we bring forth by the Af (c) Beltar. it 
feSlion of the Heart only, (f) It is of Faithy faith ano->^^'^^-^-»' 
ther, that the BleJJeJ know our Prayers which we pour aut^QQ Pefant. u 
tothem^elfe it were in vain to wake them. Now a Re- ?*«»•««• la- 
queft does undoubtedly become Prayer , or Religious f^£*^^ *^* 
vocation, when the making of it attributes any Divine Pre* 
rog^tive or Perfedion, to the Being that is called upon; 
and therefore,becau(e Immenfity ofPref^nce is an incommu- 
nicable Perfedion of God ; and becaufe aUb Requefls made 

to thofe, that are out of all lines of civil ComiQunKatioii, 

be- 
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- bdiflg made in Fncfa, do afetifae dbt Row<ir to tbietQ whlcfi 
i; prbper to God only : Tfaenrforb fuc^Requcfls ar^ pro- 
perly Prayer, or JRelcgioos btvocaitiQn. 
• It is indeed veryqpoiBbte, lAiSt ;be that prays to the Jf. 
Vtrpfiy And to the Saintr^ ai»y not believe that tl;ey are 
Omni-prefent ; but if he prayes, lis they pretend to do in 
the /?. Church, with Aflurance, that they hear him, his 
Prayer implies it, and himfelf by Conftnwaion of the Fadt 
afcribes it to them. For let him, if he can, produce any o- 
ther reafonable ground of Ailurance that they hear him 
wherdbever and whenfoever he addrefles to them. But 
inftead of that M. dt Meaax tells xis, That the Church 
contents her felf to teach with All Jntiquitj (not all An- 
tiquity 1 am fure} thofe Trayers to he very profitahle to 
fiich ^ho^ake fhemy xobether it he the Saints konw thenty hy 
tl^ Mintflry ^wd Communication of Angelsy who according 
t&the Tefiimony of the Scripture, know what pajfes amonyi 
*?• h «• tUy &c. whether it ir, that God himfelf makes known to - 

them our Defires hy a particular Revelation : or lajilyy whe^ 
ther it he that he dtfcomers the Secret to thorn in his Divine 
EJjfeneey in which all Truth is comprized. Now if his Church 
could have taught uSj upon what grounds they are aflured, 
that the Saints do hear them either, this way or that way ; 
or that God has in general revealed to us, that they hear 
or know the Prayers we make to them, one way or other, 
Md therefore, that it is profitable to pray to them ; ihe 
had not been content to teach^i^MX the Saints do know them 
ibrae way or other, though ihe knows not how or why. 
For what foundation that they hear us, can bt gathered 
from inch uncertainand loofe ConjeAures, as thefe are i Can 
any Man convince me that a thing tsdpne, by telling me . 
that it flught be done by fomeway or other, for any thing 
he knows totheontrary i Afld isthis:kindof Arguing, a 
iaffiamt'ONttBd «o»tfiiU)l^foiipl»i|a a^part of Religion^ 

as 
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u the Invocation of Saints ? I know *tis poffible hr God to 
rcivtti to mv tricnd in tlie BqJl'ItJieSy what I fay here in' 
En^nJi Butam Ifure,thatif I fay to him an Ora prono^ 
iis at this diflance* it reaches him forthwith^ It were n^ 
(liilicult matter^ if it were needful^ to find them trouble 
enough to clear thefe very Cbnjedures from Abfurdity j 
but as long as they are only Conjedures; they can be no 
Foundation of a certain Perfwafion. Whereas therefore,ilfi 
iff Meaux (ays, // is fiumifeft^hattofaj, a Creature way have 
the inowleJge of thefe Prayer s^ hy aJJj^t eommunkattd tp 
him hy Qod^ is notfo elevate a Creature ahroe his Cendition. 
I fay, it is as manijefi^ that this is no ground t)f Certainty, 
that the Saints hear our Pn^ers at all ; and if this be all 
diey have to fay, and yet will prcrend to pray to tliem 
with Faith ; thwe is but one rn'ound left for that Faith, viz, 
Tkat the Saints are every where prefent, and are there- 
fore elevated ^aicve the Condition iff Creatures : Which 
though fome of thetnfelvies do not believe,yet their Aifiirance 
to be heard, being altogether unreafbnable without that 
belief; theJr Prayers do ^ve the Omni-prefence of God t<y 
Creatures, which is indeed the great reafbn, why their Ad- 
drefles to the Saints are properly Prayers. 

This therefore I lay down, and let them remove it if 
they can ; that to invocate any Creature, who is out of the 
eompafs of civil Cbnverfation,/.f .with whom 1 trannot con^ 
verie, as we do with one another , by fpeaking within 
the known diftances of Hearing,or by Writing, or Me&geS 
or the.like, is in it lelf a vain and fooKfh tbing,becauie he is 
^tofdiftance/But it 1 pretend,that it is profitable td invdce 
the Saints, add this upon Afliirance that they liear me, tbo 
I can neither teU which way in particular, nor can &ew 
in^neral, that .th^y do certainly hear me fome way, that 
4o€s not infer ijieir' Omni-prefeAce 5 thpre is no remedy, 
jMit^my Invocation of them muflr \fif TOnfeqiiencc confeP, 
tfiat tliey are Omniprefent. Let 
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Let therefore thofc of our Communion fey, that by 
calling upon God, they do acknowledge his Orani-prcfcnce,- 
as well as his other Infinite Perfedions : and that they are 
fiich Acknowledgments, which make their Invocation of 
God, Religious Invocation^ or that which is Prayer in the 
account of Religion : And therefore, that they dare not 
call upon the Saints departed,- becaufe they being without 
the compals of civil Converfation, or of fuch means of 
Gommunication, as we have with one another ]n this 
. World J we cannot be reafonably allured, that they hear us, 
unlels we will fupppfc them to be omni-prcfent j which as 
ue do not believe^ we dare not do any thing that looks as 
if we did believe it. 

Thus have I Ihcwn, what in our Judgment makes the 
dif&rence, between asking fit things of our Brethren upon 
Earth, and asking the feme things of our Brethren in Hea-^ 
ven J why one is not Prayer, and the other is j viz. Be- 
caufe the Living are within our compafs, and the Dead are 
out of it. But whatever it is that makes the difference ; 
fince the honeft Requefts, we make to one another in this 
World, are not Trayer^ and the Requefts we make to tKe 
Saints in Heaven are Prayer j it does not follow, that we 
may requeft the fame things of 7)^^, as we may of /y^^ : 
For if the Argument be put into propef Expreflions, no- 
thing can be more apparentljf inconfequent ; for then it 
would rui thus : Becaufe I make itay Requefts krioWn td 
thole, to whom I do not ofier tht Reiigious Worfhifof 
Prayer in fo doing, therefore I may reprefent. my Defires 
to thofc too whomJf^nppt call upoff, .but rhy defires 

become the fVorJhip- of Prayer , 'or Religious ' In'Olct:^ 
tion. . ' ' •; • /r -; ;. : ,>ni 

And from hence it appears, that tho' this A(5^ of Rdi- 
gious Worihip, be given by thofe of the i?. Church to the 
the meaneft Saint } yet aftir the moft^ plaufible Defence 

• ' . thejr 



of Wor [hipping the Images of the Saint f. 1 7 

they make of their pradtice in fo doing, it is hot to be 
given to the moft excellent Creature, and therefore not 
to the B. Virgin her fel£ And by this we niay judge^ 
what a Caule they have to maintain, who call upon the 
Saints^ and cfpecialiy upon the B. Virgin^ in (frains io 
unfuitable to the condition of Creatures ; as they are 
whom they invoke : when becaufe they are but Crea- 
tures, they ought liot to invoke them at all, fince they 
are out of that compafi of Converfation> in which only we 
could fpeak to them as to Creatures, with Faith that they 
hear us. 

§.4. 

* 

To come to the next particular ; when they kneel to 
the Images of the B. Virgin and the Saints, and pro* 
ftrate, and hnmbU tbemfelves and Pray before them ; we 
are given to «nderfiand» there is no harm in all this j be- 
they attrihute no other vertue to the Images^ but that of^^ ^ 
exciting the remembrances ofthofe they reprefent ; and their 
intention is not fo much to honor the Image^ as to honor the^* '^ 
Apofile or the Martyr in the prefence of the Image. As if 
the Image were prefentjto fee and obferve the Honour that 
is done the Apoftle or Martyr : For it is no great honor 
that any body gets, by being honored in the prefence of 
mere Wood or Stone, that can neither fee nor hear. This 
was an odd expreffion of M. de Meanxy this of honoring the 
Martyr in the prefence of the Image ^ no way futable to the 
defign of his Expofition ; but fitted only to th^ Superili- 
tion of fuch People, who have been made to believe,by the 
vteepingznAfmiling of Images, and by the rovoling of their 
£yf/,and by thst Jbaking of their Heads and Bodies y&cc. that 
they are a kmd of animated things. But to let this pafe^ 
what though M. de. Meanx attributes no dther virtues to 
Jmaffs^ but that of exciting Remembrance ? What tbo be 

D takes 
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takes a very commendable Care in hi^ Dincefs^o make the 
People ftop there ? Does he not tnow by expecieBce, da 
pot all wife Men know it, and many honeft Mea ia the- 
Communion of tliat Church confeis it, that in thofe Ima* 
ges which the people are taught tp-prefent themfelves be- 
fore, with all the Ceremonies of Refpe<5t and Vieneration f 
there is another fatal Firtue^ and that is to excite devotion 
toward, themfelves y even, to die demanding. o|j Favours firom- 
them, and putting Truft in them ?> Is it not as noto»oci% 
that the wretclied People are guilty, of worshipping iA«. 
Images of the Saints, no otherwife than they do the.Saiiie5« 
themfelves, as that they Worihip the Saints no otherwife 

cowimcmA.D. ^^^^ ^^^ Worfliip God himfelf J as Ludov.Vives complained. 

Ub. 8. r. 27/ 1 f it be faid that thefe Abufes nuy. be provided againfl, and 
Im ges may be ftill HMordiiox Honor i%ih^ Wordjthou^ 
Religious worjhip, isthcThing)^ Rw(OUld kiww, why me». 
fhould make EbroviCioos. ia this cafe^ as. if thef wece v^r» 
than God, who to. prevent thefe nufcbie& has forbid4eor 
Image-worlhip alta^etlien If'therc . wer6> any fuch 1 Aduaik^ 
tages to be madex)nt, in comparifoR i^whichv the Daogos.* 
of. it were nothing at all, bow comes.it to befoiever^^. 
Prohibited? But.wh^weiConrider,fer whofe fake chieByi 
they pretend the Profitablenefs of Image^WQtihip ; Wie. fee 
how true it is, that the Wifdoip.of Mtqis but R)oliihnel%. 
when it woukl mejid the provifions.of God. For. Images^ 
£reby all means to be retain'dand bonorM^ bocaufe ( tbc^. 
are the Books atid Remembrances : 6f the dnrimotK. Peop)e\; 
and Hc^lpis to their Piety and Devotions ; Mf ho . therefore^ 

rrtifeff,2^ cannot be without them : But M.de A^aux^ knows. that 

Deirvoe. s. thefe are moftapt to be led intOf the worft SuperlUtioos. fc^. 
Images, and that it is one^ of the hardefL things, iatlifi:^ 
Wodd to prevent it 

M4 dt JUeaux tcHs m^ their Intention is mtfp mnfiktOf, 
hwettJhe Imagjey as the AH^ftle or Martyr^ He will fay tocV, 
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that 'tis the Intention of the Church, that none of the Peo- 
ple fliould intend more then this comes to. But let him 
tell me, how or where the Church has exprcft her felf. 
with the lead degree of that Zeal, which the redrcffing of 
fuch horrible abufes in this matter, as are every where 
known^ does ftill require. The Su perdition of the vulgar 
in their Communion is notorious, and wbidi is ftill 
worfe, the Dodriries leading to the moft Superttilious Opi- 
nions and Pradlices in this, kind^ were and are notorious ; 
for inftance j That thtfam mrP>ip is die to the Image j 
which is dne to the ?roti>iyfe : And are iKiA thcfe thingi 
uncenfured by th^ Church of Rome to this day i if inde«! 
wc could once fee fhtt Chu.rqh bcftir he^ fetf^ 4g4inft 
the grols Excefs of Image-worfhip , as flie doeS agdihft 
thofe that do not wdrlhip Images at all^ we tn^lit* ^itow 
(bmething tb this Expofitibii of theilr intekUons. But as 
far as \ye can fee,they th4t: worfliip the veifV Itnlges thenii- 
felves^wd put confidence in thera^ go for Very ^Bad C^^- 
tholicks J while we that dire not wotihip them at dll, be- 
Qiule God has forbidden it^ai'e foi: our foi-b&atdnCg bibd, i^ 
they ufe Hereiicks. 

But fetting all this aAde, what £gfiifi<ts thfe Bie^H^k 
of the Churchi^if it rdn through ail. the M^olbdrl^i^ it, a- 
^^nft.an exprefs Prdritttidn in the StHpkifes .^ ft is not 
lawful to do that i^ith a Diflihdtton, which is forbidden 
without a didindlion. God hath £iid ^ Thou {halt iiot 
Itm dfwn to Images, nor worfhip ihtm. If 4ftdeed he had 
fli^hefe made dx Exception to this Rttfe^ it had beeh 
Wiul'fo^ us to^ have made ufe of his pe/mi(Ii6n, it h^d 
beefl n^ceflatyfat us to have obferved his - command, ih 
4he excepted Cai& But where God hath not excepted or 
^(linguUfaed, we ought not to do fo : unlefs We v/ilt 6- 
pen ft dbbri to dVacuaCe all divine Laws whatfoevef , by af« 
bitrary ptiftmdions and Refervations. 

D 1 In 
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in (hort, that Worfliip which they pretend to give to 
the Saints by their Iniages, has thefe two terrible Preju- 
dices agjiinfl it. 

I. That the Honor, which they give to the Saints by 
their Images, fuppofing none of it to be loft by the way, 
is not to be given to the Saints thenafelves ; as we have 
fliewn already, 

z. That the Worfliip of Iniages^ let it be explicated with 
all the Finenefs and Arts of Difguife they are Mafters ef, 
is after all to be utterly excluded out of Religion, This 
being a Worftiip, which God will by no means endure 
fliould be given to hixnfelf, having univer&lly prohibited it. 
Thcu /hak net make to thy felf any ffoven Image^ nor the 
likenefs of any thing that is &c which is to my under- 
fiandiag9.asplain a Prohibition of all Image-wormip what"- 
ibeveF, as theie words would have been an Injundioir of 
it, viz. ThoH (halt make to thjifelf fuch or itich Images and 
FiSures^anJJhalt iom down before them and worjhif tbemy if 
this had been faid inftead of the contrary. Now indeed 
if thiS: had been £iid,.it had been extremely necedary to 
diftinguifh, between Relative Worfliip and Al^olute W<m^ 
ihip, between Worfliip terminated upon the Image ^ and In^ 
trended to the ferfon reprefented by the Image; between ta»* 
king it for a God or a Saint^ and taking it only; iorfome R^ 
^refentation of the one or. the other. But a« in that cafe 
luch diftindions had been very necedary, fo as the caie 
flands they are vain and impertinent For if Image-won- 
jbip had been comnianded or permitted,, dill we hjtd been 
to worfliip Images, but as Images:. But it being forbidden, 
we are not to worfliip them at all. I lay if it had beeft 
oJlowed, w« muft indeed have worfliipped^^them with a Di- 
. ftinj^ion ;, but as. it is forbidden,we muft not worfliip them 
tho with a di.1in<2ion^ becaufe 'tis forbidden- without any 
difliVidlion, and as univerfally as words, can. exprcls^ any 
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M. de ^rtfjKX &ys^ ^iMafterthefmnimenmer^ we.oughtto 
wiJerJlanA the Howo". whkb tbyf/payltombqies after the 
Example of the Primitive Cbwck^h^^^^ 
tive Church, fhall be confidered in its place. In the mean 
time. If the Worihip of Images ^ arid the. Worihip of Re^ 
liques^ are to (land or fall tc^ether, we have already feen, 
w.hat will become of this; having fliewn hpw unfuccesfuUy 
they .jrfiead for th^ other. But if M. Je KeauXy pleads^ibr 
the Praftice of the people, or even . the Doctrine of bii 
Church in this Point; he muft pardon us, if we do not 
think At, to take general Apologies, for a reafonable In- 
ducement, to do. thofe things, which he was not willirig 
to n^Une in particulate . fVemayYayin generaJ^I^ys Mi ie 
Meaux i That if frotefiantsvoouldhiu^onfidir^rho^tHAf^ 
feSion which we tear to any one prof agates itfelfyX^ithout lang 
divided^ to his Children^ to his Friends ; and after ihat^ 
hy fever al degrees to the Reprefentation of him^ to ahyRer 
mains of him^ and to any thijtg which reit^f An Hi. Ms Met 
memirance. ' If they did inf comeive^ \that l£;^9r has Ahe 
like Progreffion , feeing Honor is nothing elfe^ hut Love 
mixed with Refpeil and Fear : fn fine^ if they would lut 
t§nftder , that all the exterior Worship fif the Catholick 
Churchy kfts in Source, in God himjelf^ and reffir^;hfk i^ 
gdin, to hint ; They would ne^ver, helifve\ fhftt, \thi$ 
WorPip^ which he himfelf ahne animated, tfould exfitt'hh 
Jealoufie. M. de Meaux^ confidered very, well, that it was 
much better, to put us off with this general Account^ 
ijjan to^ffleotion the Particulars he goes about to JufliiBet 
.Itjfeems, th? .Worihip of /?^//j»^/> is intended forjthe Hor 
florid the 'Martyrs^ »aai the Worftip of thp ^ar^yrsi^ for 
^e Honor of God. But what kind of Superftition mij^t 
not be defended by fuch Apologies as thefe; ii men'sBlood^ 
JBoneSf.Teeth^ Hairs^.fZoais^GirdleSyShoeSy and iu^h like 
U^t\:^iX^.m;fS ^ ©ay ht.txf0[e4,, 
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1% l^he Suptrftiii6n tfth B- OmW) .(Awl ^tUc^i 

W^ a Fi9ii/t Mimhrmkhi^r ^ mdaivift ilieProllratioll& of 
the peo^e/ 11) ikt pref^nctt of €ii^ him'^f , w^m they 

oSu%^. ^'^fiippofe to be bodily Jt^ferit nftonjrfie Alttt : if they may 

be fought niito htgrent GractSf end fo^ MiyaculoMs Cures j 
if they may be carried about^ td ptefcrrc a nfian from Fire^ 
from Storms, from Pe(li!ence> from the Diinger of Battle^ 
and from gbsAly, as well as bodily^ Enemies : If all this, I ^ 
fey^ be but the Effed: of a Ph)gre^* »/. /ft»*r, and majr 
be broiight off With a Protefkation, that thfe Worfliip is a^ 
Himatedhy God ahnCy and is performed fc^ his fake. 

*> M, de Meatix fays, That if GaJ^ « feakutashe is bf 

the Love i^f mtn^ doe$ tat Idak Ufm m^ ^ 'dividitig 6h$^ 
felvis iitwi:^^ Mm and his CtentareSyWbfSH mljfve di^NeJgt^ 
hut^ fir the Lf^ve rfhin^ ) thefamt Oad^ tHugh jeuhusrf 
the Honor which his Faithjfkl pay him^ cannot iwh upon t hem ^ 
as dividif^that Worjhip^ which is due to him alone^ when 
^t of Refpeil t4) him^ they bmfr tiofe whom he hath honored. 
fiut ^ there ms^4» an inordkiMo Love cA our Kdghbour, 
whom yet*God badi ^mraanded bs to love; fo there may 
be an inordinate Honor, given by irs, even to thoie whotii 
God hath honoured : And if we go beyond the Bounds 
that God hath fet us, in loving the one, atid honotrring 
the other? if we love our NeigHx)tir, as w« Aoulii ^lovi 
God ortlys* if we honor the Mslr ry rs and the Simts, as 0o^ 
offly ought to be h*worec^ it wilrl'pfefoftk,bc h© fi^^ 
Excufe to fay, that it was done out of Refpeil to God, The 
thing which M. 4e Meauk fliMdd have fpolcett to, bt4P Ims 

not, istWs, Thtft theHonor they Jfty eo? R^«s^ ij not 

pah flf lthat Wbffliip, which is due i© florid tmGddi*' W^tt- 
istit «hitf 'tis^ in Vaifl, tbflbtiriflSotfnfgSftmi^c^icfa 'Which 
ho,man dtetfie^, viz^ That weiflay&Ix)vet(iieFaihft^ 
Honor the Martyrs, and the very Relipes of IVfekyr^ 
ds nofe'tt) divide between thetfi and God, the £oVfe>and 
^<tflhit>Vhich Is due tahimr al(ine/ ^ Thfe' truth ts,'M^Jf 
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Dljfemhkd^ hut nit JefenJed ly M. de Meabx^ a 

l^e^^fiS had a very hard Task in die Eicpvjtthn of the Vene^^ 
rajtion, which^they givqto/?^//y/i^j. For, whereas he had 
fome Colour to infift upon the moderation of his Church, 
in ttj^ Bufln^fs of bnages^ ^nce the Council of Trent de- 
clares, that there is no Virtue i'n^ t!iem, for which they 
ought to be reverenced, or erufted in j yet he wanted fucfi 
a Declaratibfl as this, as to the bufinefs of ReliqaeSj and 
could not fey, that either the Qouncil^ or the Catechifm de- 
clares againft believing any Virtue inReliquei ; fince not- 
withflranding, the Caution they haveufed in the manner 
of Expreffion,^ both the one,, and the other teach tHe. con- 
trary. So that the Superftition of Rfliques in tjie R: (5. is 
greater thap that of Images. And theareibre, ^Jle iWlhad 
npthing to do, but to fet ofF the whole Matter, by general 
Applogjes, because it would notbear a Defence; of the Par- 
ticulars;^]|ut of.thjis,! Ihallfiyijo JXl(i'jre,b?ecayfft t^eExpofition 
he makes' of theii; t)D(9*ine and]^ra6ttce,.as to^^^t^^^ 
15 very like to, that which, he makes of ihfe general difference, 
betwi^en that Worfllip which they give tb Gad alone, and 
that^hich tliey give to the R V. and 'the Saints. Whidiis. 
the next thing Tarn to confldfer. 
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Th^y teach, That tht Ajerationvohich is due to 60 fa^ 
tbne, confifls principally in helteving^he is th'e Creator and' 
J^ord of'alL things ; and in adhering^ to him^ with all' the 
Powers of our Sbut^ ly Faith ^ Hope and Charity^ as to him 
alone^ who can^render us hafpy^, hy the Comxitunication bf an 
Infinite Good^wbichithimfelf. This interior Adoration^ has Exp. p. 44 
its exterior Mar ks j^ of ^ which the pfrincipal, is Sacrifice^ 
which cannot le ^if r<f/jf ^ .^/iy , h^t to, God^ . iecauff . a Sacri^ 
fee is eftahlifi^d ta'malt apMiikS Atkhowledgenient,^ and it 
tfikmn^frot^ation ol'Qo^V^o^twin^^^^ ahfotute De^ 

. ~ £iendance^. 



2 4 ^' i^ Meaux's f>'tjliMm of <2(eligi(ws* iVorf^lj^. 

penJance. Thus the Worihip they give to God onl^^is 
defcribed. Concerning the Worfnip they give to the B. 
yirgin^ and th^Saints^ thus M. de Meaux fpeaks : Tke 
Church teaches uSy that all Religious War (hip ought to ternti'- 
nate in God^ as its neceffary End\ and that if the Honor 
^- ^ v^hich /he renders to the B. P^irgtn^ and to the Saint Sy may in 

fomejenfe he called Religious ^ it is for its neceJSary Relation 
to God. 

We (hall now be better able to examine the Difference^ 
wliich he puts in general between the Adoration which is 
due to God alone ^ and that Honor which thty render te 
the B. Firgjin and the Saints^ tecaufe we have feen in great 
part, in what this Honor confifis^ 

WhatM. deyif. hasfaid concerning the inward Adora* 
ration of God, is exceedingly well (aid. But if we go on^ 
and take altpgethefi we . cannot but difcern, That this 

§reat Man had laboiired his Thoughts into fuch words, as 
lould provide with great appearance of Piety for the Ho- 
nor of God, that We might not be b^ndea; while yet 
he was to fave fomc of it for tlie J5. Virgin and the 
Saint Sy that he might not feem to defeit the Caufe of his 
Church. \ . .. . . 

For whereas ne diftinguiflieth between the inward and 
outward Worihip, which is due to God only, he avoids 
that Diftind:ion« in fpeaking of the Honor which they 
render to the B. Virgin znd th€. Saints ; for it had been a 
daogerous n^ ay of expofing the bo<9:rine of the pretended 
CatholickSy to tell us what inward or mental Worfhip is to 
be given them. 
Sea. i. Whereas the Title of the SedJion is. That Religious Wor^- 

Jhip is terminated in God alone ; when he was to fpeak of 
the Honor they render to the B. Viigin and to the Saints ; 
he qualifies it with thiis Suppofition, If it may in feme 
fence be called religiws. Now to fey , If it he Religious ; 

nay,^ 



Nei^ OHti mferVkHihle to his Ctt^i. z< 

nay if if nt^ M CM^UdRel^iom^xA that bqt mfomefenfe too^ 
are very new and forprizing ways of expreflion $ and would 
make one fuf(>ed that all of them are not fully £idsfied in 
givif^ a Worfliip to the B. Virgin and to the &int^ which 
without all QsdHon is, and therefore ot^ht to be called^e* 
Ijj^otts Worlhip $ as thofe that have gone before them 
ia thisCauie, have without Icruple called it. 
He gjives thisReafon,why Sacrifice is to be ofiered toGod 

Sly : Becaufe afaerifice is eftaUiJbedto make afuhlick acr 
m^Jgptent' mm/ tfolemt prtfe^om of Gtds Swera^ty 
a»d our ahfthitt Jet^ndoMce, But when he fliould giv6 a 
ttfpportionable Reaton^why his Church rendears to we B. 
Vii^jin and to die Saints, the Honor of Prayiog to them, 
which is one inflaoce he prdently names ; be fups it over 
and p it ie p d^ no m<nre,thcn that aU Religious Worfhip cugbt 
ta termiuate in^od. m its nece^arj end^ and ^ if may ie 
ctdUd Relif}m*fis rnxMife of its neceSary Relation td him. 

Now he ihoidd havefiud,rr^i- is ^bblimcd to make a pub- 
lifikAcknowl^dgment^and fotemn Proteflation^as wdl of the ' 
Pow^and EiGellency of the B. Viraio and the Saint^ of 
the perfedkn of Goo. But thoi^ the nature of 1^ dii^ / 
courie reoiured ibme fiich realcm, yet thenature of his De- ' 
ffffk would not bear it^ which was to. remove the /r/)^/- 
ftd Ideas of his Religion, which wc have entertained, and 
to repreient it in a moK agree^lc and pleafingForm,t!nQ 
we mve yet known it b^. 

Other Obfervatioiis of this kind migjbit be made, to make 
it proWbleith^t it ooft evea M. de. M. iamt little trouble 
to contrive ^ii difeourft into, this pUufible Appearance, 
and tofliew that 'tis no eafie matter, at the ^e time to 
make a teooth Reprefentacbn oF their Refig^on^and nor to 
di^e k. But I uudi now o£r my Re2^bns,to fhew the 
l^tK^iii^isca^ of^bjs t^xpoikioa i^ 
formedit 

E I. Setting 



i^ M ile'MeiUx's ^iflinBhn of ^Uj^ihta Worjhif, 

t\ Setting Jfide their Profeffion t>f v^ OoJt^ which viSn^ 
jioredHn the Queftion concciiiing- his f aiticular WoHhipr 
I find no outward Mark,of the Adoration that is dtic to Gof 
6ril}% mentioned,but that df^acrrffcey whidi indeed W-dc^ 
>Bf^ faves is tbe prim:ipal But in a point of thisconfcqfaence;^ 
f Wim he had been plcafed to name he reft But Ithink 
It may appeal to the Sincerity of M 6c fileanxy whether bjr- 
Sj^crifice he means any thing more than the Sactifire of. tljt 
Mafs^\x\ u hich ;t* cy pretend to offer irp 'Jjtjur Chrift the Son 
. of God his natural Bcdy Soul and Divinity;as a Propitiation 
for the Quick and tlie Dead: For jny part I cannot find, but *- 
they give all ot.icr outward marter of Adoration to the 
B. Virgin but this; fo thit the Worflitp j^iven taGod; 
and that to her are didinguiflied I |ear but by one marfc 
And what a rare Account is this of Gods inconuQunicabfe- 
Wbrflilp, ifthat mark too Ihould provt to be one of their 
own Inventions ; if fua'i a facrifice as that, was not appoint- 
ed by God;if indeed it be repugnant to the plain Authority 
of the Scripture j as the expofithn of our Dodrnne hath 
irrefragably Ihewn in a very little Compafr! This is my 
iirftEx eptiori. That all the outward marks of Religious 
Worihip, which God hath eflabfiflied, they makecommorr 
to God and the Saints; and that which they giveto.God^ 
only, they have made themfelves. 

X. Even this very Sacrifice of the ^fe/r, is of&red. up 
by them, in honour of the B. Virgin and the Saints. For 
thus the Oblation runs in their Miniils. Accept^ H^j 
Trinity.^ thh Ollatiw which we offer to thee^in honor^ the 
moff ghrms Fir^n^ the Mother of GoJ^ &c Now nirely* 
they would not cmer God' himfdriir Sacrifice to a Crea« 
ture» But it comes fomething near it^to o&r upiuch a Sa^ 
crificein honor of a Creature. ' For while this^is doBe,bow 
can It be &id, that Sacrifice is Teferved to hc"^ PrBteJfatioit 
€£^tHofi<XfVrhkhviJuetitGcdoMfy. 

1. They 
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UliiffrVketAU to hisCaufi. 2J 

\. yix!f IkrM Tticinfif \6 the 'BrPlrgin 4h<f tfie !!femts, 
t(fil<^ bdi^ icIidM as tt <l«Itftioas Rite' in theiV Honor, wjft 
hardly avG^lsieing a SaciiSoe. For tiidogii tbkr Rite of 
bnrAing Ifnxn(e,MMas no part of the Religion that Jefus -or 
his Afdfiies taught, nor tiled at'al) in.the Antient Church ; 
jetit'ffaonld feeiA'tb bi: fv>ie6« Sacrifice; now, then it w^s 
^ovgthe 1[rwjr,(»r iten it would have be^p^ if ^ bad.beefv 
trai^smt^vcttif tlie^jifr«|<^«rin(otbe chant, .l^pf^^ 
if the Ghureh' of Xmm had thought fi^, to introduce the 
Ob}aHpns<>f-^M#«aild Str<ls intplier RdigioOs Wot/hip; 
flie o6QldBbt'dtoyvbic^udi Otilatioitthad been properly 
Saailiceis, and^rtfre Mbe tikde jto Oocb oblV s ^ Ami that: 
^Bgh it vk^^lfmilMfm toio^ Jthem at all ;;il mdt» yqt- 
lHoUtry xbWst th^ to anjrtut to Qod. . Bat wfaft flijuldl 
make any focfa difierence, between Slayim of f^ims, mi> 
iuhmig efiiteenji ;■ that ihit- former ihoyild bdoog 'to i Qod 
only, arid' nbt the lattef> tntflbnot ,a6mprBhead< Ftur. thci 
AUar\ffnchife was nwfi'boly MtwMie.£»rJ; it vtts over^d. 
withhold, which the Altar of SvnifOji^eflitgr was ooc^: 
tfiid it was more holy- then the Altv bfburnb>Ofl^riiigs,.as5 
ftancTing in the moK'^Hdly ^ fla^ $. and mmt lut ihc. . 
JSflf/'tff* AarbA was ^o. eenu^I'Mutf th >\sykr ■UKCiife..hfer^ 

fk^-m-iti^'i Nb(VObde0'd)lM«^Ktiiac.;^^M<6 brakes 
te pi^M thifi'Sy'^lQ^iii^^rjvM^.iwlMfl thep^ burriod lAceiBrQ. 
fo it ; for' i!h& >tn& bo lei^ than ofiering Sacrifice (a it. 
To eonclud^^ tli6 Idolatry which the .Heathens kn^t 
i9Wiii§JtitX:hPiltiaMs tO|,':wa5tK>ii)&ec.tben to tsik^ft- 
Jieel^Il^ft^iH cfecar'habdi, a«l throw. it:iatoitbe Fiie oC, 
thelf Alitet:d£ >}BlkP-7ek idyey bomlncehfeita %h»''.M^ji 
and Reliques of die &l '/^i)^ ' anddie S^ts : . And tti«a . 
ho#' <!an tltey orettii^' co'lacrifiteto Goil only ^ But^ ; 
' >'4;Ssttlng'ttll tttisjifidt^fet^ coofidert that diey gnac 
8iedfice1s^t«^|feiiANi|ife Obd iMiiv, b^riidit js </^ 
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fntefiiaum vfGtJs SwcraigMtyj tmtlof cur Hfibtte Dtfit^ 
dame. Now if this be trae,tfaim wlutfbevttr is eftabfiihecl 
for the &fBe porpofe, is i«^ /« /i>^ £«ry alio. And thme-. 
fore Rdi^oii5^Invi)cation by Prayeis f<Mr good thiqgi^ by 
Confeffioos of $tn,by vovs of Rcpestanoe and DnQr, aod 
by Thank%mng& &» ben^ts Ee^etved, is to be oH^ed td 
God only. For in truth, thefe are MhttmUdgneitfs 4m4 
fft^atUm tf6eds StveraJgntyy ami if mur oiMmt De^ 

pemhac: Nay IB troth, tl^ tit more oobk aod e«»|. 
knt$acrifioes,thandHxfejPSmx aod oflier oMve ko&Bitt 
OUatkms, which God reqinrod imdcr die l4w, or befiire 
it, and whkh he does not vequico now. B«t that which I 
lay the ffrcaceft ifare& ti^ istht%'n»t tho<e imterial Sa- 
crificesiwere fi>ti«ny Rtees and CevemoQiM t£lavocatim, 
diverfifledaoatdiiig to the feveial eads of kivpcatiotveiA 
ther htf cooMopmSio, aroblaioiog a beoefii^ or letiifa-. 
iflg ^Mifes for Beoefiks fcceived* Nfenoe it ia»that Praj^ 
ana Saerificf are pot ooe forthft other io ibte i^kSy Sprip- 
tores as when it is iuA i Vbi Satr^e, tftha mclu4 is <m 
ji«. ahmim^imutim Lard, hft. tkt Peapf cftiiejiprigbt i» 

Ms delig/bt : By which wwds k is pliWiWM liim$wn/St», 
of the^ Wicked^ is his Blfayvi^ Mi ifae SWwf^^pf dill ^1^^ 

is his StcUike. Vcw t'nmx, aM Stadtmi^^ 
, cdiW9ebottiA^ofWorffiy|t; but£rayarfiMr»<xoelkM 
than SAcrifioe, becaaft Sacrifice wiis. ditBite of I^ar, 
and* Rfie which God rMwedaa JflQi9a^.>dw(| till. t|i9ii 
iMft ftedfm aiKiifiee i£ tttt SmufGnA itmi9§M^ % 
w^dtt'Merit df%hiiih altad iifi^liiafefiariy^ tt^ 
good) lifito in^tt MIS atfceptaUr to God. ' 

Andliy tfa^im$l itwnddte ooBitdoKfl by liiQGtMe^ 
flM&4rthe<CbanheCii»NM,!Riat:«fa«i tbe^ J^npnieA 

ftr i«, we^refliMMMkriik Lai»4- dbetAli0MlRi.«iaoife 
AMple^wcre then made only to 6oi. And therefore now 

that 
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that the Prayers of the Chnrcli are &ndUied, by t^ ac- 
com^Hhoaeojc of.the-Sacvifioe of the Son of Goc^ to ofler 
aay of them to a Creature, is rather a greater Diflipooiir to 
God thtt), it would have beea before. For if the Pairi^ 
archs and the 7<NPi were to pcay ta him only, to whoaa • 
alone th^ orored SacnBo^, i.e. to Cod f much more 
uiall the Mcrifice of the Son of.God;vfaiich 1^ been tdok^ 
ally ofiered fi>r us, infer our Obligation to make aU ow 
Prayersand Rdi^ous Invocations to God oofy, t» wfaooi 
we have luxx& by the merit of that Sacnfioo: 

ButthisIinfiilapon,Xhatifweooinpare the legale 
crificesv widi the Inaytxs of Gcxls Peo|^ undet ti» LaW| 
tbeie were oolefi Prote^atiuu efG^dt Sever aigit) mimmit 

then thole were; and thatthe Her^t of 
nominated by a ServieepBcntiir to hiot 
in being, called «« Hhfi^ef Fr4t]^^t\Ka if it had bean otl"* 
led AH lin^ tf SMrifeej^ as it was ztL Houft <^ Sacrifiice 
toa A Houfb of Sacriaoe to the fenet^ and a Houfe of 
Prayer to aQ MtfiMtf. 

Now^f thde more Sprirkual and realbnablie Saerifices of 
a Penitent and broken Hi^ut, a believing and bumble 
Hearty a deroitt and thank^ Heart-ofiered i« ^B^ugftm. ' 
InvQcaiion» aie fiich AchtrnkJ^i^ueti aa M de itf. ipealcs 
ofr t&i^ftare the^ not tohe oAeae^ tothe E Virg|ot and 
t&eJ^^i^buttoCiodoniy. And what now is it that M« 

B^ ^.ttpoii (iod|< b^itthtv^Vt^ th^ HonquKdane. to hei^ 
W Uvopadi^ hec with l^jions^jmnsjp^ ^of Sin> 

Vows^and Devoting themioves. taher Sendee, is ail inten- 
jdiedby (^ Church for the ilonorof God ^ I woddthea 
ImeW^whyany &Kariitce naay aotal£>;bq oSrcd dite(3iy 
[to the Viigui, theChttfcb.iiiteni)ioc<» that. the Honor ct 
it ihoiild terminate upoerGod^ and oelievijig that he faa^ 
aS the Honor of it at laii No» lay they, Satrifce is ejh- 

iUfhed * 
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Hi (bed td makea^puilick achnmiDjfd^cmtntcjCiJs.Sme: 
ramntf. But then ! add^ tlut fteTigiaiis ttivocaddn is efta- 
blimed to inake fufdi an Adknowlcdgmeat too. So that if 
1 erasiTiating Rdiglous Worihip upon God, wi!l werraotf 
giving it to the &. Virgin, andthe $aints,their Church may 
• give to them that Worlbip 6t the morfftnltHe Sacrifice s{ 
which^et they pretend to deny. 'And if no Worfhrp is t^ 
be^tven to the Saints, which is elbblifhed to qiake WSb^; 
lemn Ackriowltdjzment of Gods Sovqraignty,ajnd our dcpea-' 
dance, they muftdeny to the B. V.and to the Saints, fW 
fncre Spiritual iVerJhip of Prayen , Hymns , and Vows;' 
which, tii^gtvei Nor will they ever be able to avoid 
thefe difficulties, but by coining out of the Qcrtids, ar^ 
cohfbdiing according to the plainnefi and the fimpiicity of 
the Scriptures, That alfjleligious. Worftipis due to God; 
and to him only, inafinuch as RelfTious Wbrjhif. is eftablifh- 
cd to HM&e an Acknowledgment or Gods Soyeraigtity, ^jid 
bur abfolute Dependance: And ptihlickASs of Rili^iit&Wbr^ 
)^/^,tomake pul^ckandfolemd Atknowledgitient^therfcol^ 
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• Thus I !jave txmftSerd} the Defeoce^ ttiat N£ cle 
has made of theWordiip of the B. V. and theSiiints,. as ii 
is prftdifed in the Church of Rome ; and I promife n^.feU^ 
^t whoever flkll jfeitoafty conftder what has been i&u]^ 
Wilhiot be encouraged^ t^ idie Exfofitton.^X thisPraAice; 
to veriture nponlt^ • f know that many of the^. Church, 
fortifi6 themfelve^ agftinft all our Amumehts upon thdc 
Points, by this Perfwaiion ; That fp long as they do not 
make Gods of the Saints, but believe and profefs, that 
there is but one<ibd, infinite in ill PerfedHons ;' all the Ho- 
nors they give to tt)ieB.yitgin and the Saints, arc to'bc.fc?- 
terp Tet<« Dy'this ftroteftation :• That they have no oti^ct 
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^ God,* but the 'Creator of the World,' nor Lord, but the 
[ Saviour of mankind- But if they in this manner aflurc 
[ "themfclves, and would encourage others : I befeech them 
I to conHdcr^nd would to God, they would a.1! confider but 
t^iis one thing ; That iF the 5in of Idolatry couM not take 
I place, where there is fuch a Profeffion, and fuch a Faith in 
one God (thoug*j I more than lear the contrary j}. yet the 
SaintAVQrjhif ot the Roman Church, dot$ approacli lo very 
near it, ^ and is fo very like it, that even this, (if no more, 
were to he faid) (hould be a fu/Ecient Realbn to deter us 
fron^ //.. A Woman that is faithful to her Husband, will 
not only forbear doing the utmpft Injury to him, by giv ing 
his Bed to another ; but (he will avoid all thofe Famiriari- 
ties ?nd Carefles with any other man, which are fcanda- 
lous, which lead to the laft Treachery, and whicli wouFd 
provoke her Husbands Je^toufij*. Now God has rfefcrifced. 
his^ peoples Relatic^ to him, by the Relation of a Wife to 
her Husband, not only in the Old . teflament^ but in the 
\ New ; from u hence it is, that the Worfhip of other Gods 
is called Fornication, Whoredom and Adultery. Tlius 
', God charged the jewsj for inflaming t hem f elves witb^Iilolsy^a. 57. ^ 7. 
under every green Tree ^ zvA fet ting up their Beds, ufon 
every lofty and high Mountain^ ztiA enlarging t Be ir Bed^ 
t ecaule they had- many Idofe. Thus it was. feid of ^Ifraelyy^^f^^^ ^^ ^^ 
that ihe had throitgjb the Light nefs of her Whoredoms^ de-^ 
itd the LmJj and committed Adultery ^ with Stocks and 
^Stones. This is the Language of the whole i <J?/^. Chap, of 
Ezei. where God threatened to jud^e the 7<r«v, as Womea 
that break Wedlock are judged,, and would give them their 
Reward in Fury. 

Now fuppoiing, that there were no other Idolatry in 
the Nature of the thing, no other fpiritual Whoredom' 
aod Fornication, but Worihipping that for God, which is 
sotGodjandthatif wedotwtmakethis di^re^ce, be^ 

tweei^ 



yi .Tbejedwfie of God fnfVohd. 

tween the Wbrihip that we give to God, and thtt whidi 
we give, to his Courtiers and favorites, that ftill we Ac- 
Jmowledge theno to be Creatures, and not Gt^Js^ Servant^ 
and not Lor^ls ; and fo do pot give them that laft and di- 
(lihguiniing Honor, wiucb to give would , by the Coo- 
feilion of dl, be fpiritual Adubery in the higheft degree : 
Suppofing this, Ifayj yet let us in liie Name of God con- 
fider, that to give Religious Worfliip to Creatures, as well 
astoGod; to faU dovir^n^o Images, as well as to God ; and 
to give almoft quite throughout the fame outward ExpreP* 
iions of Hon(H*» of Faith, of Love, of Religious Expedt- 
tion and Dependence to the B. V^nd to SaintSiand Angels, 
which we give to God ; if it be not downright whoredom, 
is yet a whoriih Behaviour, and more than fuficient to 
provoke the Lord to Jealoufie. I cannot but fpeak in the 
Language of the Scripture, upon an AiKun;ient that the 
Scriptures (b lare;ely tr^t of in this Language. 

It is worthy of much Obfervation, that God gives this 
very Reafon, why he prohibited the Worlhippinjg of Ima- 
ges : For I tht Lord thy God^ am a jealous God. And that 

we might not think it 9 Ikht matter, to provoke his Jea- 
Joufie ; he adds, and / vifit the Sins of the Fathers^ upom 
the Children to the third and fourth Generation of them 
that ha^e me. I know who they are, that would fain be- 
lieve the Worihip of no other Images, but thofe of the 
.iGods ohh^GentileSytQ be forbidden in the iecond ^Com- 
mandment. But I muO: ne^iay, upon this Occafiott,that if 1 
th^t bad been the only defiga of that Gomymandement ;^ 
it is very {{:nmge,thac God ihould nqte the Worfluppiog of 
the Heathen Gods, with no other penalty, than that 
which his Jealoujie would infli<ft : For to .have any othier 
" ;,/ ; Gods befides him* is without all quedion, ^iritnal Whoi»> 
dom ; and bad been threatned with Divorce, if the Pro- 
hibitioaof £> great a Crlm^had ne^ed the of ^(ftioo of 

any 



.zBtfVt^^ViMXxAa^ BM/wfaenliQrtlireatensthe.Wbfv- 
mprff InK^Bs^ with the E&da of hi* }feAa»s£to : it ieems 
plMi]„ dbtt he: fneaas iuch Image'Worfliiii, 09 is coniUkai: 
wi^ «Ql(iiolvl«iipiffi1UBB to be our Oaky God' And ytt 
this t» the Iflift w ^tbolb fteafons, by whi^ it apposrs ttt 
mq^ chat be fdMi hi i^ CotomaiMlfneRt, the Worflrip 
«f itUimaOKillMkfeciVter. Ideoynottheiiefore,biitajnan 
mnrineel, magrldfi^ inajr idoenlev may proftnute bnn.(e|f; 
iaa|Nf^ bofiKetn ImieB; xdd^U this while aichbe no 
PfiTifiicy lid kt Mdisttktit to fit hit GofiL SithiGewi^jhe 
fl»yil^r '•A^^inite ^Mi^ aiid taffier rX^ 
tfttlwtS^Mt, «adttithe&TI^Hif:afldjiofctiJcecheip oeis' 
dMr for hi8>GMit. ft tt hp rtu feod js tfae:ip«E)d& MajeAy 
pf fc^tnen «hl Gifth^. ho'itrittte ienaBkt< widi t/pperids 
WotA^ s lie will itmimp have no ifiidh thibp as theft 
done m Religioo, nor Creatures, to have Re(peft> fliijin^ 
diem, thft 1^ (6 hke to die Worlhip which he requires 
lumfelf. Why do I iay, fo^bkef That which they give to 
theB.y. and to the Saints, is almoft the very fame. But if 
we db fiich d^K9 as tWe, tt-^wilt ewit'iekwe-itur tfirn, 
10 p]«ad, X^ICMkimmp die tnWHsi'ildAratiita trf&unt 
<tfid ICntdi-iiifin^y^flff hin^^^thovghiweiiiiusJnfliprJifeQM^ 
^res witb.Risli|^c>lKrEi(fi^aiK) i$^rfli«Bi ^ aoy memithanlit 

libaty toanotfaer MaO)t tthac cdirld prArohelittr.liQsbaiidts 
jealoufie, to fay, (though flie could ^ \i(^ wkhnTnifh)} 
4Qsk •Ae^mtfirqbfMi albt^ictivIiifikM^ inWiilMriiiadilnd, 
afid.>vvii9^<|pTLil!«$rtiG befideatlbs oftfl^iiiMbAriChadiiiBU 
teapt^h^s^B«d.'»ndefi^«i^ . .. . .x.-..'\ ^J\ '^^ ox. :.'t 
^ This Co&Ttdtfttciobi joiNiJd ■ofe^ha^ tild( $ Ai^ dij^t 

Ifeel the $flnfei pf t^tAi^hamim^ki^^ the 

, ibntovX^httneh'co i)k&#til^i^ iwwi ui^hi iHi WitiypAfittf 
rtisidsr .pf ' lSadfej^A^^<ii>^atbe|i Ihw^ fwullljihte 



l^ Tht- Attthotitf of ^^ei'Thm JPirfi Jges 

thofe Hotiors to the $aant^:^kh Took lb fike Divine llo> 
ncmrs, if they are aot fb ; we ihould }galn'cur end xxpoa 
them, thoi^h not by the force of the be(t argmng tbo 
Cafe will bear : And this is oar Ead, That God may not be 
any more difho-our'd, and their Salt^ationhindied^ by thtf 
unchrifVian Dodrines^ and Pradtic<» «£>.this: fort. ^ ^ I ha^ 
therefons now proceeded upon this Sttp^fftion,' that • they 
are not guthy of perfetft Idc^ib^, in- t.4>fe things''' Which 
we complain of, and yet.ifaewn what rurg«nt Ca^fe thdre 
is upon anodier Account,: for a iRefoitauion c£ t hem. • Rat 
I conclude this, with* profeffiag^'Zli^ f IftW feppoMtkeoi 
fioe guilty of d»t mirfnl Qt%te,doftfc|l fa> ^make ^^ '*^ 
another Argument, Tince att As^msits ate to be ufed in 
fo miportant a Blotter, ttudt have a f oniidation of Truth | 
i)tit not in diilruft of thofeArgmicnt^ w^ich^covetheoi 
gailty of it. >■■ O iot , ..,,..••■;•! - .< 

■ ■■ . % 7' ■ '"' • '"' ■'• '* '' ■ 

The fecofld tbii^ ^ propounded was, lo Aew the* beg^ 
•inm of iAa!t ftrange Worihip $mongft Qif^ian^ Which 
^i^ dferitidie Chofch of Rtnu to the & Virgin, and td 
^facF'Siiiftt;' For I muft not fofget, tfaac M. de Meattx pre> 
teads^ thk his Chnrdi io thefe thkgs teaches as the Fri- 
mitivejtbatth taught, and that die doe^ what ihe teaches 

'^ fiat lithatiniothing<^aUdns,wasehlter Taught or done 
!» th(Q)rwcbiir/;6o years, afteif Chr^^^^, de M. iayes, 
tbat thtfe of the PretemdeJ Reformation {okiged ly -the 
j^tnffh tfl^ruthy Begi^ttf Mchifu^dge^ that the ctiftom ef 
]^r^h»i^teSbiMS}taiiZ'hoti$riitgtAei»iteiifiieSfWas£ftaliift^ 
jittilvwmfmihAfodiwbrstffj^theeiiktibii This he takefr all 
iJ<Bcifiorotrf<y»riari^fie'» mi wicHinl^dci colours heiierves 
^iaB^lfdoTiiiidfefi^ t)tie< Jli^^ 

t i devife. 
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Trefutned upon lyM,deM. 'ifithlnte any color* 3 f 

Thus he tells us in hlsP^cral Letter ; But ahve 
itU what horror are they worthy of^ who c(tft the Accufation 
\cf IdoUtrj'\ upon the whole Churchy and. dlfo on the Church ^^^'^ ^ *>• 
ofthefirfi Ages ? Where he takes it for graoted^ that the 
Honour and Innocence of the/// Ages amd (land or fall 
with the Gaufe of the Romau Church ; and £o tBkes occafi- 
oa to accuie us of a great and fearful Crime> vh. Thai; we 
c^fi the accufation ofldelatry upon the whdc Churchy even, 
the church ofthefirfi Ages : He had obferved but juft bcr 
ibre, thoA tbofe who harfalfe andfcandalom Wttmtfs agamft 
an Innocent PerfoUy are Condemned to the fame punifbme t 
which the Crime of which they tear Witnefs^ did dtfervf,^ 
had it been found trwe. And therefore we dfferve before 
men,. the Horror which is due to Idolatry y and fh4l receive 
the JHfi puniflm0t thereof in the fight of God. If this Rule 
be true, and we inuft incur the Penalties of Idolatry^ if 
we £Eilf]y accuie others of it ; .M« de MeoMx. ought to re- 
lied upon hiniielf; who having accufed fus of |^(^ ^.c^ 
the FirH Ages in this -matter, fuppoits JuSi AcciL^cion by 
taking thefe two things for granted : Firil> ^that we ac« 
knowledge the lUuSirious Fourth Age to ha^o.refu^ed the ^^^ 
Prayers of Marty fSy and bofwtd Relit^es ; H^ the pretended 
C4tkdicks have done fuioe : Sepoodlyi th^ jCbQ FouttAA^n 
being granted them, the Btlk three muft be.\ theirs, in 
4:ourfe. If M d^ Meaux be fafe.upc^ theTt^Gtc^inds ; .we 
tove no great catafe to apprehend jthe /^(^/r^ri and P^nifhi 
wents of falfe AccuiatioQ. And if this be all \\i hath to faff 
'tis bitt a very (leader ground fdr an Appeal IP the Primh 
tive (Churchy and to a/l Antip$ity^ Fpr ;netf ^or have th« 
Befiximd acknowledged herett>fere^ noc fdb th(^ no^J^giuu. p. s. 
to achnm/edge, that the Cufioms ,o{ the Romap Chitfeh )Q 
th^'points, were eftabliihed in the Fourth Age of the 
Chnrch. Nor if they dki acknowle^e it, FQuld this Ac- 
idciiowledgmeot give «w»y the PHmifiVf Qhurch^ a^id .a^ 

F X Antiquity, 
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■j4tiiiifai^ V(it99&i^^^ Ki^irigtaSauks. «ind'w6r{blpping 
.^ of In^Bg^ Slid A«}>qaesi; tmksb the firfetfanoe Aiges. wers 
- ' ' ie& AnfiitU zmti^'imitiite^^aaxi thdis that fbUoisred. 

Uteu^' wMcb'We ocknoiwledge) is not that SaintWwfhi^ 
Utas BjUUifhid'tn thf Fmth Age ; but this, that towards 
the latter c«id)o£<ihe;Iitovth Age, fbms vxksu^fc^ occafions 
wew 9rv0»,vrfavrtiiie QftabMiing of that WDrfiitp.ia after 
iteQsi viHtk "H^-'ootriS^ih' had never been gnren ^ and 
wliabJthfe>'^rfaa)fM)sii'Of'«lidib Day^(we ha-ve rea&n to bfe* 
fiflve) wovkl hav^^mvevitod, if thoy^had* been Plrophets^ 
- ^ well as ho^ I^lM) Mid- fove^a die Mifchie^ into wkieh 
thrf weitri^tK^^By the$upei^bMnm>ofaftcr-ts^ * ^ 
' t ^U the^fbre ^dMl«mflrave) tha»t|its ivamthitigsibr 
ihefvet8ndedCathi>tk;k»to^pi«iume, that they We* t^ 
^m&axfj of t^etlpree Firft Age$,for th&#>rflup of Saints 
linaget find \ftf%MN^ upon fup^fttioof tha» the DodtMKs, 
towards tlietde^ df tte foumli Age, ^vorethetss iii diefe 
PoifKs. /lad that t^hdt not ftar. tog'tve die triK^ Ac- 
mom. I' eaif,o^tholfe fimf^ifle^tt that tons, which grew afi 
tervrard ititd dia SuperftitioQs we now oomplBin of. 

Mti^mtilt' Mtaux 6ye^< A jpMfif mt aftptar '^srj Ukefy 
\,X>9iiiltflmUmtmfihsiaitbefmmeiuseftht F<h- 
tiftrs t^. th» ^b>et^f*fi, i^orri lewtr than timfa iviM^gati9r44£, 
MS I may fifif^ tik Suecefflim iif tMf> Diibim aptr fheir 
dtahs. Th^ Genideiininj I peranve, wift content ^heoi- 
Iblves with any pretence, to Utah d$ the Tryd of theit D»> 
itnsntA and firamces, by the Authority of« the thtee fiiA 
Agea Eor whdtiier that be Ithtfyr; of Uiot ^ which Ml <dc 
Mea»xhiet6fiaa ;:yidt Ike^w^ maylbdk' in^i^Wmw 
iogsoftfie mo^PABBkitV^Fahmsy tfi'feehowjdiioesw«ilt 
ifrthek*. times. Atid^itis very likdy thab l!»t j^iHe nugiht 
imdetAmd-the fcMKtcMiits of the F^ufcers of- ttus thrt^ Jrft 
Age^ aawrfl tslie^/nnderAoodtbe Sentiment of dnifeiof 
the l^tiMth. koA fo'ioBg tffr ^« «f n-ha^e noQ|tr&^iDrih« 

.: -I undoubted. 
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undoubted Writings of tht three firfl: Ages, we may get 
the Doiftiine of fhoft Fathers this way^ with a little more 
Ail&ranc6, then by gueffing what their Sentiments were, 
from the Books of their Succeflfbrs : Which every reafona^ 
ble Man muft acknowledge, unle& it be reafonable to fup- 
)>db that ^e Fathers of the Three fkdt Ages, did not uftJer- 
JhnJ theh oam Sentinunii^ fo Well as Ac Fathers of the 

f9cf^ in the firft pfeioe, the profound SHence of the three 
f'irft Ages^ and the bett« half of the Fourth, as to the 
• Worfcip of the E P'irgiH and' the Saiftts^ and their Images 
^tnd RHifueSy (fafould bo enotigh todetermine fhefirft Point 
in queftion. And ibid ^lence is not orlly dirediy confef* 
•Ibd by fomeof oui^ Adverftiies, but ascm3:ually confeffed 
fby the r«ft, that Jabor to find ion^e hints of. thefe Prances 
in thefe primitive Fathers ; but 1^ fuch Interpretations and 
Confequences, that ^tis almofl: as gr^at a fhame to cionfirte, 
ds to ^0jf them. Now the Silence of thefe Fa-tbers ought 
not to be Kjedted, as an incompetent Proof, becaufe it is 
but a N^ative. For fince we pretend, that thefe Pradtkes < 
are Innovatk)ns and were never heard of in the Ancient 
Omrch : It is not reafonable to demand a better Proof (^f 
it, than that in their Books, feme of which give (airge 
and psutieutar Accounts of their Wojrfiiip; and <£ tlieir 
Defines concerning Worftiip , we can no wherb meet 
with the lead Intimation or Footftcp of them. Would < 
43mt Adveiliiries have us bring expref^ Teftimonies out of 

*tte Fa^rs agairtft ifaefe t^^gs, as if they wrote and dif* h:\ 

tooted kff the Sjpii^ of Prephtey, againft thofe Corruptions^^' 
,<ri|ftt ftottkl arife,^feveral Ages after they were dead? We 
\}kave^ as I (halt^ew, other ways of difopvering liieif Sen* 
"timeflfts, besides ttii^tbat they m<ke not the leaft mention ^ 
^(^flfhde Services. Wirta ^^^/itiorethan tkdigr fftrpnunl 
l^iknee'mtMeCsi&Si 4ft^uiM»fadiblejibecauipno:£itis^^^ 
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ry Account can be given of it, but this, That the Woribip 
, we fpeak of, was indeed no part of their Religion. Had 
it been fomfe indificrent Rite or Ceremony, tbit we con- 
tend about; this Argument from the Silencie of the Fa- 
thers, againft its Antiquity, might with fbme Colour be 
rejeded j becaufe it were unreafonable to exped, that they 
Ihpuld take notice in their Writings, of every Cuflom<k' 
how little moment foeven And yet wc^nd^ that in mat- 
ters even of this flight nature in comparilbn, they have not 
been wanting^to give us very much Information.-^ .But it is 
altogether incredible, that io notable and famous a Part of the 
the Worihip of Cbriftians, as that whidb is now given cq 
the B. yirgin^ and to the Saint Sy ihould not be mentioned by 
any one of them, if it had been the Cuftom of thofc times. 
Jufiin Martyr^ Athenc^oras^ TertuSiaHy Mmutius Felix^ 
att the Jpdof/Jisy or at leaft one of them, would have ta- 
ken fome notice of it ; efpeci^Uy, fince this part of their 
Religion, would have needed Expo/ition 2nd De^jftpe, more 
than all the reft ; for it would have made theniOpnoxious 
to tht* Recriminations of the Heathens ; and brought all 
their own Arguments upon themfelves,which they had ufed 
ag^inft the Heathens, in Defence of their own Worfliip- 
ping the one God, and him only. 

But perhaps they all agreed toconceal this SaintWorJhip 

fromthe Heathens,for the fame Reafbn ^yhyiStf/w^r^ thinks, 

the Apoflles and Evangelifts concealed it at firft from both 

Jewszt^Gentiles^iecat{fe^{orfoothyit haJ ieen^hardto require 

SSner.in t it of the Jews (who had been taught to^ pray to God <mi- 

r»f.2.ofj*.8.|y^ and to WorjDbip none buthim^ Why. pubtifhing^ it, 

(kcafion * ha J been given to* the Gentiles to think^ ihit mam 
' GoJs were now offered them^ i^flead of that multituJt tff 
G0ds which they hadforfdken, A vciy likely Reafon, thus 
far ; That if this had been the Po(9rine of the Ch^rcb, 
it was highly necei&ry to keep jit fcpret; tiU Jieatben U«- 

btry 
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I^itry were extinguifhed ; and none fliould be left to up- 
iofvA chq Chriiliaasy with rensoving the old Gods of the 
Heathens, to make way for new ones of their own. And 
without all doubjt) thofe that were prevailed upon in every 
Perfecubon, by Force and Flattery,to revolt from Chriftia- 
nity ; though they had been falle to the reft of their Reli-- 
gion, yet were true to this Secret of it ,• and never difco- 
vered to the Heathens, that (whatever the Church pretend* 
ed,) they had been taught to fay Ave Maries to the B. Vir- 
gin, and to Worfliip her, and the dea J Saints and Martyrs, 
with Prayers and Hymns j ^c. I thank this Jefuit howe- 
ver, for confefling fo mahifcft a Truth, that this Adorat;ion 
of Saints was not fit to be expofed to the Gentiles. But if 
Matters were carried thus, I ttunk they were not carried 
with great Sincerity, This might be like the Policy of 
Jefuits; but it did not by ^ny means beqorae the Simplicity 
of Chrijiians. And yet I thinly a Jefuit would hardly have 
Carrie J a Secret in his iS/f^^f^iib dangerous to be difcovei;- 
ed ; and f:> impoffible to be concealed. For that the Church 
ihould have the good Fortune, to conceal it for above )oo 
Years, from the Idolatrous Philolophers, and PriefUof the 
(jentilesy was of all other things, that patled in that long 
time, the moft miraculous ; and require Ipcb a faitlj to be- 
lieve it, as believes a thing the more, the more incredible 
it is. fiut though this, in the Opinion of all indiHerentv 
.peribns, will be a fuficient Prejudice again ft fuppofmg, 
that the Church kept her Dodrine and Pradice fijam the 
^Knowledge of her Enemies ^ Yet I believe it will be a ftron- 
^er Prdudice againft it, araongft thofe (of which number 
I profeb my felf to be one) that honor the Memories of 
, the Ancient Martyrs, and love them for their Conftancy 
.to the Death, in ,f dtonff .p, ojjr dear lx)rd and Mailer 
, Jc/fexj that this <^^^^^tl^ rcconcifcaWe io 

*M»l( Spirit df lategcitl^/whiclL the (jbtpfel frames us te, 
■ - ' ' if 
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if wte are True Chfifihtts j aad of vi\A&}i tf»y< if afiy, 
were undeniable Examples. One ^SI^ti)d think tlMrefett, 
that if the UeathcMskxiew no lvicht)o<9tht($6 dUd Prtdfiees 
amongd the Ci&r//?i4»j, that thi£€hriffiatis hftdinone fudl 
to be known. Aoiin the Opinion tXSalmeron himfetT; had 
, thofe known any ftich thitig, thefe had Hot failed to have 
heard of it. Why then did they not charge the ChHftiafts 
with Worihipping the B. Virgin, When nothing Would Iwve 
been more pertinent and appofite? IWiM give one In- 
ftancc of this Queftion, fo clear and foil, that it flkall 
render all others needled. There was nothin^r that Cetfus id>- 
fiftcd upon, againft the Chrifiians Worihipping Jtfiu Chr^^ 
with more S^tc tiid Triumph, then that Jefiis Was, a 
he called him, a mtfi v'de firfini Taktn^ Beaten and CNt^ 
cejiefl. Tt was for this he fixfftied the CbrifltMns^ thit they 

newJeaJ;m\\o lived and died ignominiouily. Itmuftbeuti- 
md. m. 7. 8. caHe to a Chriftian, to write or to read his Blafphemies upon 

this Occafion. But there is one pkice that I muil; not forbear ; 
^nd tfaat is,Where the foDt&id Wretch, brings in a J^w^ and 
with the Jei» , 4<Ses himfelf u{43raid Jefus, That he wts 
Born in a Jittie Tvwm of Jud^, and that ^f awanJringWo' 
nuuty mi/eraity fttty that fpan fw her Uif-ng ; whtnuasat' 
fo for AJnUery tbrmn out of ioors^ iy the Carpenter her 
^m!ah fJi*ii*^i andhein^ thus drituen atoay iy him^ and wandrir^ 

up and down in a hafe fafhifm^ hr ought firth Jeffus tn a'Copm 

ner. Thus did that accurfed T^lain, mfph^tk tbe Blifl?a 
Virgin, in defpite vojejui^xsc hiqft tjily ^8(^^-. I -fty & 
defpite to him, bedrafe'he was wof fhipped W^'^'Chrlif^ 
ans. By bringing forth the Exediable Stpries of the fk^s 
concei'ning the Kfother, the Impiocis TD^dei disfgned to 
make the Church of Odd ^aihmM hP Wdrifa%aig: b^r 
Son ; whom be fcmkttt' ta ifi^eR^ tHB W^y ; W ii^l- as 
by objei^ the Pbverl^ i!if Hdt^aiid'thb^aD^ 

of 
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cf his Death. But fiippofe ^ I beleech you , that' the 
Church in thofc days had honored the Mother oif y</W/, 
little le6 than Jejks himfelf; that fhe had been called the 
Qiteencf Heceoeni that the Story of her Afftmption had 
been then invented; that flie had been Worflipped as the 
Lady of the Worlds and ferved with Prayers, and Vows, 
and Incenfe, and with all, or with any of thole Religious 
Rites, that ihe is now ferved with : would that fpiteful 
Wretch, have failed to reproach the enemies of his Gods 
with io plain a matter of Reproach ? Did be think they 
had reafon, to be aihamed pf piaking lb helple& and 
^ unfortunate a man, as thePagans' took Jefus to be, the i^i ^^ g, 
€b|ed! of a fuoji excellent Worpiip ; and would he not have 
diGUght it a ^eater ihame, if they had given a fuperex* 
^cellent worfhip, to fo helpleis and {ofcandalous a woman, as 
tke iidfe Mifcreant reckoned the Moth^ to be ? Did tbey - -/ . 
irdult over Ifie' Ghriftians for miking a God of the Sou of ' . 
(bch a Mther i What would they have feid, if the Church \ \ 
had ^ven then the leaft occafion to fufpecft, that it had ' 
made a Godde6 of the Mother her felf ? But of this not 
one word is to be met widyn aQthe Reproache^of the In- \ 
fidal ; no nor of Trypbo or Cecilius\Qt zny of Hie triofrbit^ ' 
ter enemies of the Chriftian nanies, fbr the i^e 'fint 
Ages ; where it lay as fair to be taken up, as Argument ' 
and Occafion could make tt. What Accoui^t then is; tu be 
given of this Oniffion > It was no Omifflont)f thcfe jitiaill i ■ 

The ottiiw* fi&if ^6tm iwctt MMiimzme^,^mi' 

it felf^^ No ftcittf&i^as thefe W known aiKSngft C^ri- ; 
ftiaus^ and therefore, tlibtr finemies -did frot lay tflein tn''^ 
their Chaise : Their Enemies, I lay, who faliiy acciifed 
them, as to other matters^ upon tht molt flkht and frivo- 
busr OccaSons. Tfefey, afecufea ' them <rf^. Worfhm^iitg jtrt' *' 

and c^ AdmeryiAldi J^ 

A - G Felix 



Grounds Jrm^f>le, %^,)^'^sxa:^^^ 

I|fflOU$.-^Qrlmp tip. die Ifirg^ ai^d xa^dead. Mm ^^^ Woi^. 

wen,; and, th^ir waichiul Eaemies wer^ cdqterH: to^iay oo> 

. yerJiWQC^of 't. AJias| thqfeuvf^l^Mendidnot-HnpWitlis*. 
the. c&rifiia»s. dpridedjtheJm, fot fpc|> thipgs as tnefij ; jj^n. 
haps they wexeMy^s^ c|eal^ w|ien .it, was told ttia:i)| th^ 
the Chrijlians did. the fame things tlienueives ; orttipy ha<dl; 
quite forgotteq it, wiipn it wasmpft pro^r to ren|emh«^'ir.; 
Of vfexQ\Q,-G\^^ a^ not,to difcern tl^e Advantage th^^ W^^- 
tQxiial^eo!' it ; or io.iii^rii(^itf as,<»,ac(^ weip tt j^tijMpf;; 
things,whichoould5?f5Jw<ily.qifcK)ve^ laincirih^ t9^yiq^ff| j 
"^ ' ' them6i thofe thipjs^ wilucjbLGO|ipd<n(^oe^ Tbf^OtiU' 
dre»0fAMrff^orU;wereaow^own tpcJs. Meir G^eratifi^^ 
He that can helievis thefqtluqgj^ let hio^belifyeri^ieBi! 

hS£i^* t j» CI^«j(;Jk|he>5atos 1^^^ 

Acfcttr tmce, dp^lly 7%»^,-e«j!^/^^ UK^ the Ac- 

unci, culatiQO , WfUL afi thp uiq^ of IN^ioe $. a$ thejir Pre^ece^ 




theiels^iter- Ages, the Doccnn^f- her Worflupis.grewn 19 
be na^ine^n part of ihe Body of piviniQr^ with the bot^ofs 



1^ j^oM^Pfratiop to 
;S^Wo>naQt,B^i>rfi^^ 
tq;wi^ zn.Ave, Jlfa^y : ^IM a,krge. Volwne WritfeB,^bftt. 
"tiso^ds, that Jt^condtK^; with ^tfi^f0|,</0</, an^toihff. 
Vjigin. liitttherMfrf^ ' On^ ,xyoijidjt|ier§^<XBCi^, tp <^4^ 
al|.thi?^.fi;dil,,ql//VM^jppftgS^34^^^ ^S^oYilgftc 

:> ,thei» 



tlielr Exhortations to t^cVb^^ i?iety,' and in all their 

J^omilies to >lie people, put if you look for any fuch 
thing, 1 will tc bolS to fay, you will Icfe your labour ; un- 
leis it were Ibme Satisfadlion to find, that the World is ve- 
ry much altered from what it w?s, and the State of Reli- 
gion ndt a /ittle changed. , ^ ^ ^ ■ 

But the worn is, that'What tneie Fathers fg^ of her, is 
but very little in Companion; and that not offet piirpoile, 
but incidentally and occalionally, 9s thev were led to it 
by other things^. I know not h6w the Fathers can be ex- 
cu(e(U)Ut that ttieScripturesfp^k,as 

It were fomethihg nowevery if their cxxraficMial P^ 
concerning her, Intimatecl a greater Regard to faer^^ 
vice Ml their J^raAice, tUm they have ffiewn in their Wri- 
tings ; or if they difcovered but ibme obfcure Prmts and 
Footfteps ofTuch a Devotion to her, as. wtp Ibek jfor.. 
Let us thereftare fee,, after whitt inahner they fpeafe c^ the 
B. Virgin. ..,.. 

I oblerve, that the Higheft Strairiis in her I*raiie^ riui up- [^^ 
on a Comparifoh between her and Mve, TBik Ji^/* |^ JJ"^^ 
Martyr^ who feys very Httlc elfe of her tells iis, tnat Eve Paris. * 
hifig a Virgin conceived /^ the tybr'd of, ihe^ Sei^finty . and 
iroitght fortif Death i ^nt the Hrgift Isizty re/e^^ fhe ^^^' 
MeJ^ge of the Angel, conceived in Pdith , therefore that 
which was torn of her was tiolj/y viz* the Son of God. He 
proves alfo againft Tryphoy that Chriff was to be born of a 
Viii^, according to the Prophpts. 

After Jnfiin cptri^ Irjcnaus^ znd with, areata circup- . 
fiance purfues tbq fcn-emerftioned Compariloiniag 
ftupid Hereticksy that denied bo^ to be the Creator of all 
thing;s, and that he uiled. his own Works. For againft 
thefe Irenasns among(l other Arguments j>r6du9ed this,Xhat 
Chri^ todk ¥k{hprMdry.\ And A^ tie pjPCM^s^ $? $9}^t 1 
how cohvenient it was, that fie ihouWbe Borri 6i a Virgin. 

Gz . Firft 
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f Ta^5^ ^ ^^''^ ^^ oppofes the JifoheMence in the cafe of the Forbid*' 
^' * ' '^" den 7>r^, bv which Sin came into the World, to that oBc' 

dience which was performed upon a Tret^ by him that 
brought Life to the World He oppofes alfo the Cheat that 
was put upon Eve^ to the Truth that was told Mary. He 
oppofes the f^irgin Eve^ now Jefignedto h a Wtfe^ to the 
^irgiH^ Mary who was alfo efpoHjeJ; and the Yir^Eve 
deceived by in evil Angela fo the Virgin Mary beheving a 

The Word ^cb I tranflttc Cvffmer, k i^' -^^^- -^«^^> %^ ^C, as EVC 

in Latin Advxaa^ ftom whence «e/Zrfrii«« ' was f educed^ and forfook 60 Jy fo Ma- 

behalf of loTocaaon of Saints/tho. Irtim ^ "^f^ «wfwfrf to obey Gojt, that the 
had meant, what we ufii^illy undcrfbildliY Kirftn Mary tniflit be a Qomf offer of 

life of words, it feems evident thac the »as' through a Ftrgm bound over to 
Greek wofd ill tenM J^j-^ptjuirt^ Death , fi they Jhould he releafed 

which how It IS to be Tcanflaied fee M. ^« I rr- - r\ -.i.- 1 • 
D«i&, who has Ur«ly«aicd this matter, through a Virftn. Oue thtng betstg 

and I doubt fiot to My, ha^ made an ettd of thus rightly hoUanced againjl another^ 

u. Dei^Xfe-cateiii^.p. 4^8ta ,^^ difoiedieuce of a Firgin, iy the 

the Ohedience of a Virgtn, The fum of all is this^Tiuit there 
rtippe&red a notable Congraity in divers refpeds^that as E'ue 
a Virgin led the firft man Adam into tran^fcifion^in whoar 
ail Manldnd felt; fo the Virgin .Mary brought forth him 
into the WorW, the fecond Adafu^ the Lord from Heofvem^ 
who was to redeem all Af ankind. Mb honeft Man will 
go about to make left ofthefe Ptr&ges, but he mufl be ar 
very fubtle manv that can make more of them. 

And yet Fevasrdentius trxxnxv^ in this Teftimony, as if 

he had .found here the Primitive Church jamd aU Antiquity ^ 

for the Invocation of the B. Virgin^ And no lefs fatisfiol 

he wats,with a like fbrain of Ir emeus againft thole Heredck^ 

^^ in another place,wha laid, That d&ri^/^it nothing from the 

»«•»• 11^^ ^f^P^ ^^^y ^0^ by confequencc that (he was not really 

bis Mother^ nor he really^ but onfy ibemtngly^ a Mafl«. 
Now amoD^ other things /r^Mrirx aigu 

the 
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the coi^raity of our Saviours being bom of a Virgin^ that 
a Virgin might bring as much geod to the World, as a Virgin 
had done mifchiefi whereby it became plain, that Godde* 
feared the Devil m a congruous way, who by the Virgin 
Eve had feduced Adam^ aiS brought death upon his Poue- 
rity. But why.did not Irenaus complain, that this Herefy 
overthrew the very Foundation, upon which the Church 
gave a fuper-excellent Worfhip to Man^ viz. becaufe ihe 
was the Mother of God ? nay, why dia not he (ilence this 
wild Conceit, by alledging the Worfhip which flip every 
where received upon tlus account ? Fevardentius elfewhere 
makes a mighty matter of Iremeui his preffing Heretieks 
with Catholick Tradition. Why therefore was not fo ob- 
vious and convincing an Atgument, as the Catholick Tradi- 
tion and praSice of worfhipping the Firgin Mary^ brought 
forth upon this occafion ? Even beciEtufe theie was no fuch 
Tradition or Prad:ice to be alledged, as any man that is not 
overruled with prejudice muft confeiS' Tis a fign that an- 
cient Teftimonies run very low with them^ when they are 
fain to make much of thefe. 

But if Irenaus (argot this Amumeat, 'tis fomething 
ftrange that Tertullian after him mould forget it too. For 
writing againft the fame ftupid (»>inions, he ufes jufl: the 
Argument that Irenaus had done before him. The Ima^e 
and Similitude of Gody faith he being captivated ly: the 
Devil, God recovered it hy^a Work that defeated the DevU'^J^^Y^ 
in his own way. For the word that was a Foundation of j^^,i^cgg^ 
Death had crept into^v^Jbeingyet aVirpn^and agreeably by ChriftL c. 27. 
the word that jhould rejiore life^ was to be received /y. a ^^fj^^ 
Virgin ; that Mankind who by means of that Sex fell into 
Perdition^ might through the fame Sex be recovered to SaU 
vat ion. Eve had believed the Serpent^ 'Msny hath believr 
ei/ Gabriel The Offence which the former hith committed 
in^btlievingn the latter hath blotted out by Relieving, And 

what 
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*what he means by hlattiitg mt EVfe's Offence^ is pktft ftbrii 
what follows, that Mary hr^htf^Hh him who was tofai» 
even hfs Murderers^ ajld that Ch^ijitois toiome^ her for 
the Salvation if Man. WlWt TmulHan feys 6f her befide, 
ts very little and by the byfe; fts thSft fte woi a ^//x^w,bccaufe 
CAr/j? ti>tf J y^/^ /^ Me *iade ef 4 Woman : And that . being 
rborn of htr^ hd wks therefore of the Houfe 'of David; and 
the like- 

Clemens Alexandrinus^ to iltuftrate a Moral Leilbn, teffs 

, lis, That Mary was a perfr^ Virgin after the Birth of her 

^Sih^y and mentions a parti^cnikr proof cS it, which feme 

snomJib. 7. ^^T^'^* A^fld feitbet hft ikys not, that I can remenr- 

ber. 

His Scholar Origen ackhowle^d alfo the perpfetual Vjr- 
ginity of Mary : And in his Hemilies upon the firft Chap* 
ter ofSuiuke^ where he could not avoid ipeaking of her, he 
h iM. Hm.-i. bath thefe poilages.' Some iodyfiys he,/ inow notivho^ hath 
run intofucb a madnefs as to affirm that Mary n>a^ renounced 
ly our Saviour^inafmuch ss after his Sirthy Jhe toas jcjntd 
cmeo.pl. of to Jofeph, Now if thQ Church had then believed the 
^' *^* vStory of her Jffumption ( which hath hctnfo poeticaily de- 
fcribed to us of late : ) If the Church had then, for an hun- 
dred and fifty years together ferved her as the Queen of Hea^ 
w^,with folertirt kites of Worlhip : That man who ventured 
todifparage the B.Virgin in this fa(hion,was foolifli to Admi- 
ratipn. But if Origen knev>, that the Church had given 
her thefe Honors from the beginning ; he wife was enough 
to have flopped this Nfedmiri's mouth with that Amument, 
or rather to haVe faid nothing* of him j fitice no body could 
need any inflrudtion to hold him for a ridiculous Fellow. 
But he thought fit to inftrad the people,how they fliould 
anfwer this fdan \ arid that in this manner : If Mary was 
pronounced B/»fdd i^ thoft hyiifns that were uttered hf 
the inflinA of the holy Spirit ; IHnv can atljm^fay^ that 
<mr Saviour denied her. Origen 
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' Orijjsn ifQi^ ^vy hfnaoMy of the B. ^zr^«;j but- 
JWfebi rflj«efepm bpr: a? ao ipftam» of hmnane FraUqr ^ 
an^QBe t|iaprneQcl«4 Forgiveufif^ qf ftns, a^.weJI as tiio A- 
poftles : and that becaufe flie was oflended,as he (it feems) 
wa^ l?vffVAded at f|ie PafTion of CJ&r/j?. ff%tf/i fays he, ^/^ 
voeitbi^ikthat tvfjehthe Apjiles were fcanJ^lizeJ^ tboL thet 
JIfofher (ftmrLorJwasfreefriHnit? And fa he interprets 
thofe words ^ A SwprJ Jka/I pierce throiigh thy ou>n. £oul 
alfo^ by this paraphrafe,77:^^ Sword vfunheliefjhall, percent by. 
oiimSokl^ and thou Jbalt befn/iitten wth the eiff nfHonhful'^ 

n^fsi rdoubt it will npt be conveBuent,.toeiiquite of (fe/- 
2^# any further 

, As for AthefUigoraSyMtni^tiHS Feli>s , St. Cyprian^ ArnoBi* 
uf Lailantiuf ; they have teft us nothing, at all concerning 
her; unlefs St, Cyprian fays fome where t bat ri^r//? was 
conceive in.thft Womb of a^/Vj^i/ij G?r. But if thatbsall^ 
I aoi face he negleifted , fome very inviting. occafions of pu> 
riqg hi& People in mind of a great deal more ; which he 
cu^t not to have negle<^ed,.ii the Doctrine of the Primi- 
/ii/ff Church. concerning the B. Virgin^ had been the lame 
w^ith thajtof the/>/'^/?W?</ Ca/^o//^* Church at this day; 

Aod fc> weAW-gotten out of the three firft Ages. But pert . 
haps .^/^4/r^w. makes amends for all that were before him^ . 
in the Sermon upon the Antmntiation of the Bl^Jfed Vir^n^ 
That Sermon I confei$. is a very furprifing thing to any 
mtn, that confi^ers there was not the lead preparatioa 
for the: Etoarine it would pretend to eftablifhi in the ftvcf 
goii^ Ages. But then this . (as well as many other things, 
ttuit^ under the naoje o^ AtbMafiui) is none of his ; as 
Bell^minj and others of his party (/iUgpdly theiStrength 
of TtHtb^ have ai^atly confefled. And in ^ probabili|C.]^» 
it Aivas WCictcA net Jiel» than ^48 Yiears after his Death. In 
his gKfenip^ Works, :tb{ere:is.inore fr^quent.mentioQ of the 
Virgin, then in the Fathers before him ; efpecially in his 

Orations 
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Orations agatnft the Arrians, which he ^rote about the 

Year ^[(fo. But we mud go further down, to find where 

her Worihip began, for as yet there is no Appearancs of 

it. 

Hikry^ who wrote about the fame tiine, fiys nothing 

mar. piaaw. ^^^ ^° *"*^ Matter. He ddes Induftrioully aflert the Vii^ 

Cm. in Mtttb. ginity of Mary^ \yhich, and the like things, were done by 

p- 497* tome of thofe that went before him. But of her Worflnp 

not a word. 

To conclude, the Fathers do generally ipeak of her^ 
without the Addition of any Tine of Honor. For the 
moft part they call her Mary : ibmetimes the yirgin ; the 
Mother of our Lord rarely, and the mother of Goa ntver^ I 
think, till the Church was obliged to guard the belief of the 
Divine Nature of Chnjf^ by all kind of proper Expreflions. 
And even then, this honourable Appellation, was ufed not 
for her fake, but to fecure the right Faith of our Lord's Di- 
vinity, efpecially againft the NeBorian Herefie. In ihort, 
the Proteftants docuftomarily mention the Virgin Mother, 
with honorable Additions, beyond what the Fathers of the 
Three Firft Ages did. But we Worjhip her juft as they did, 
Mtfh 19. 10, tliat is, not at all. For my own part, when I confider 

that Ihe hid the Glorious Privilcdge to be the Mother </ 
God^ I (hould have much ado to forbear regretting the lit- 
tle Regard wherewith fome of the Fathers fpeak of her 
fometimes , out that I find our Saviour himfelf , in thofe 
*i»it? 2.49. * three Sayings concerning her, which Are reported in the 
£j^'^-*7>a8. Gofpels, not to Magnify her over greatly. And the Truth 
'^' is, I ihould have wondred at that too, had not the eicce^ 
of later Devotion to her put me in mind, that the H. Wri- 
ters were gpided by a Spirit of Prophecy^ and have there* 
fore recorded nothing thztChri^ faid to his moft H. Mo-' 
ther, but what might be of ofe in fuch times fts thefe. : 



Concerning the OhjeSl of Grayer. 4^ 

§. 8- 

Let us now lee whether the Rjeligion of Praying to 
Martyrs and Saiffts, and Worjhhfing their Images and 
Meliques^ has the Authority ot the Primitive Church 
and a3 Antiquity. It may very well be prefomed, that 
it has not, unleis we think that the Fathers preferred 
the other Saints before the B. Virgin. But to fay the 
Truth ; tho hitherto the Vii^ and the reft of the 
Saints were equal, as to aay Religious Worihip, neither 
ihe nor they being yet thought of for that purpofe ; 
yet when Superftition at length began to creep into 
the Qiurch, the Martyrs got the ftart of the Virgin. 
In procefs of time her Worinip overtopped theirs; but 
theirs bfegian before her turn came. Tihe moft holy 
Religion of the Gofpel was delivered all at once; and, 
which is moft cenfiderable, it is the Religion which 
God h^^fealeJ^ and fo it was, and is all of a piece. 
But the Corruption of tbab Religion coming oh by de- 
grees, as contingent Occafions g^ve Birth and Growth 
to it, could not be regularly contrived, but would 
need a great deal of patching and mending, to bring 
it to a Face of Uniformity. 

As for Praying to Saints ; I know , not how any 
Man can imagin, that the Primitive Fathers taught 
or ufed it, who confiders in what Terms they taught 
that God only was to be Invocated : That they count- 
ed the Worfhip of Invocation^ a better Sacri^ce than 
thofe which had been ofiered to God, as the Law of 
iMW?x.required, and which all acknowledge were to.be 
oflered to God only j and that they argued the Divini- 
ty oiChrifiy from hence that Prayers were to be offered 

tohim. . 

IrejKBus tejls us, t|xat the Church J id nothing hy /»• 
vocations rfAngehj or Incantations Uf ihem^ or'any o^ 
tier evil Quriojity. Fevardtntius pretends, that, this 

H ex- 
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excludes evil Spirits only from being invoked. But 
/jrf«.w.2.c.57yfct any onprgudiccd Man judge by ^at fellow*. Ssa 
ftys he , fke diteSs her Prayers chaftiy^ fureiy^ anJma- 
nifeflly t9 the Lori^at made all things. Now aoccnrd- 
ing to Feiiar dentins be ihould have added) and t0 gmd 
Sfirits atfo. For ^tis a vain thing to iky, that lie in- 
tended to oppolethde only itet Worflripped nu^kw6 
Sfpirits ; iince if this had been bb fntefitton^ the ^aia 
hws of Difcotnie bad obliged him vattifir tti otnfe itfie 
' Worfhif cfOodm this c«ppofition^ than the Werfhip 4f 
f^ood Spirits. And dowdefi upon liusiiippafitiony fate 
WOttld have faid^ that toe demtmfe Prayers and Hymnt 
to evUyhut to gfod Spirits. 

I cannot but fet down here the words ofihe C^web 
of Smyrna in their Golden Epiftle^ooneenitng tiie:Aibr» 
tyrdom of Poljoarp. It feems the Jews had ftiggefted^ 
that if the Chrifitans could gain bis Body, tf)ey vrauld 
perhaps fcnrfakc Chrifi^ and Woffliip him, Otheif LcMfe 
and Reverence of that hdy Man, thsir Btfhop, was fc^ 
Well known:} Againft wMch fuggeftion the Smymumt 
dius declare themlehres. Tbefe men hiow not that 4oe 
can neither forfake Chriftj v^bofnffered for the Salvation 
^ all that are favedy the Innocent for the Guilty ; nor 
Worjhip any other. Him truly heingthe Son ofCod^ t»e 
adore : But the Martyrs and Difcipter and Folbwnrs of 
the Lordy we jufffy love^ for that eottraonlUHary good 
mindy which they haw exprejffed toward their Kif^ unJt 
M^fler J of whofe happinefs Qod^ant^ that we may par^ 
takoy and that we may learn hy their Exampks. This 
Teftimony of the Church of Smyrna I rafaep produce 
in this place ; becaufe in two Ancient ^fenuferipes ci- 
ted by the mod learned Arch. B; Vfer, the Latiw 
31^^ iy|r^ Tranlktlon of tteir Protelhtion runs nius. ' We Chri* 
mih or Ajfw. I^ians can never for fake Chrifty who vouchfa^d^to feffer 

iJt^lp^^ i'""^ '*^'^^ /^' ^Jins^nor, putamaythe Worjhip of 
i^jQj^mMU. Prayer to^ang othiA Cle^- 
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ehmtw Mextmdr, defines Pntyer by its Rekiioii 
toGod, in which (as (a) vBtMS^tfrMritr adcnowkdges) he fa) \tu>\tk 
SMs-foUowed hy dnrers Fadiers in the Fourth Century.*^ ^^^*' 
Bat nothing can be more plain, than this I^f&ge of 
his. SitKt thepe isiut oi$e g(taJ Qod^ ioth We and At^ 
gfils fr«^ t9 him (b } «^m ; that^ thrfe ^W things (b) <ntf tun 
may it given us, which toe manty «nd th^e centimteJ*^'*' 

wbkbuebave. If half fo plain a XeOimony could ^nT' ^' ^ 
faave bedi prodnoed o«t of the genuine Writings of 
di^. Fathers^ for praying to otters befides God , as 
tfaefe arc for prayii^ to God alone $ I foar we ftould 
have been counted very impudent, in our Appeals to 
the Frimitive C^rcb» and the bdfl AntiquiQr. The , 
&me Perfon had fitid not long before^ We m jufiljl 
hotter Ged h Prayer y and with Rigbteet^ttefk nafinJuf 
thhhfi tamtmH Hdy Sacrifice, 

And I find this to have been another gen*" 
fal Notion <£ the Wovfliip of Pnyer amongft the Ao- 
dentSy that it was a Sacnfice much better^ than thofo 
naoce foifiUe Stqrifices, that were either <^ered by 
die GentiUspt reqcured by the Law <^ M^jiuad mors 
pkaiingtoGod. Tims {zysTertttiia»iH^facrifce fir 
the Heakh and Safety «f the Brnferety hi wc da it 
ia eur 6ed^ and his God; and tu dit «r» tfx Gtd hath- 
cenmiaitded, with {c)piare frayerpt par^ with Fr oyer : (e) 9mmpm» 

for fe he is to be ixMerftood, in as nmeliaffhe oppo- 
lith tfaeFurinr of Prayer, to the OO 3becifioesof /«• m oMt m, 
cenfe and Fmime, Jtad dwfe6ce» ifign. be» W€ ffoyhiimiuj 
rather ftr the Health ef the Baiferer^ dtfiwiag it ^^ ** **•• 
hitn whe canaifoe it. This ftuct Wntert did ki bis 
vifif, veey puudy icppefent onr Dodbooe in the hf^ 
flMittioned Sayuig. We Sacrifieey £tys he, iat teoiar 
God, fitd his Ged» There he reprefents Sacrifice as 
due toGod oBfy : Batwe de it^ as, God hath c mm a t t d : ' 

edf withfme Frayer, There he mprdbocs. Shiyer as. 

H X aSa- 



51 The Senfe of the frmithe Church 

a Sacrifice more Excellent, than that of OiArx and 
BlooJy which the Gentiles offered. And can any 
thing be more evident, than that he appropriates this- 
Sacrifice fo to God, that it ought not to be given to 
any elfe ? Thus alfo he proves againft the Jcm^ That 
tve mufi now facrifice to God^ not earthly^ hut fpiritual 
Sacrifices j for 'tis written^ A contrite Hearty an J an' 
Ai. jHd.c.%.hHmhle H^art^is a Sacrifice to God i and elfewhere Offer 

the Sacrifice of Praife^anJ pay thy Vows to the mofl High. 
And' therefore, a little alter he affirms ChriH to be 
the High PreiSi of eternal Sacrifices^ in Oppofitioa 
to thole that are abolilhed, Nay, he lays ;that the 
(€) Simplex 0- pure Offerings (e) foretold in Malachy, which all Na- 
;^',;^^*^^-tk)ns IhouW bring, is the Simplicity of Prayer fron^ 

the pure Confidence^ which he elfewhere* defcribcs by 
Blefiing^ and Praife^ and Hymns i and fo is.theianje. 
with ?«r^ /'/'iiy^r' mentioned before. Thi^ is^enoi^h 
to fliew , that in his days, the Churich would no- 
more have oflfered 7)rwrjri«»x of Prayer m Praife to 
any but to God $ then they would have offered yi^ims^ 
to any but to him> if they had been continued in the - 
Service of the Church- . .! .. * 

And by this we may fee, in what fort wfc are to, 
underftand that'Offering for;the Martyrs, which we 
i^€9r9^c.^ read of in Teriullian and Su Cyprian. Says TertuUian^ 
% Dm^l ^ ^^ ^^^^ Ol4di4nsfor thetn that are departe4\ iH Me- 
mory of their Sirth-dajfs^^ i, c. of.tlic D»ys whercinh 
they wcrettowned with Martyrdonj* And thus St 
. Cyprian writing to the.GhurCh of Carthge^ concern- 
ing Celerinnsj and niakmg mention of his Uncles Lan^ 
^^Sfifi.%^. jrentinns ^x\A Ignatius feys, fVe offer Sacrifice for them^^ 
** joH may remtmiery as often, as we cfleirate the Days 

ufkfn which the Martyrs fuffered^ with an Anmverjary 
commemoration. And thus he writes: to the Clergy. pf 
. Carthage^ concerning the Confeilbrs, that, fhouldd^^ 

m. 
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in Prifon. Nete down the, Jays of their death y that ive ^' ^f'fi' 37- 
9nay Cetehrkte their Commemorations amongft the Memo-^ 
riesof the Martyrs^ &c. The meaning of which is, 
that th^ ga'Ve Thanks, and ofered Praifes to God for 
thoie holy Perfoos by nanie, who had conftantly fuf^ 
fered Death , for the Faith of Chrift, Thefe were 
the Sacrifices they offered for-the Martyrs^ the Sacri* 
fices of Tra^fe ; not excluding, what by other Author- 
riti6sis evident enough, the Sacrifice of Prayers for * 
them too, and for all the ^departed Saints, that tliey 
might at length obtain the promifed RelurreiSion. I 
do not fay, that the Wcrfliip of Chrijiians confifted on- 
ly of thefe Sacrifices. They had the Ohlation of Bread ^t Mr. Mede 
and mne befides^ /^>r^.the Eucharifii and the Re-'^ff^^''*'^^ 
prefentative Sacrifice of our Lord's Body and Blood in ^ 
the Eticharifi, It i^ enough, that the Religious Invo^ , 
cations of the Church, were held to be the .Worfliip of . . 
Sacrifice! and that of (^i^iimore excellent Kind^ tbtn ( f^ Sacrtfidi)^ 
the earthlj Sacrifices of Jews and Gentiles, as Tertttl- ]^^'^'^^^ 
lian calls them. And let the pretended. Cathdicks tell Majf. 
us, te w*hom the Worihip of Sacrifice ihould be offered 
but to God They have; I confefs, k»pt thd Strle of. 
the Antieflt Church ;/ andpretend to Sacrifue^ to iGod, 
and to him only. ' But the Change which they have . 
made in the Dod:rine and Pra(3ice of the Church,riiath • 
obliged them to apply that &^/^ othetwife than the 
Antient Church^ did. Wheath^y fpeak of : ofiejfii^, .c ^ 
Sacr^ce} as Mdnfkur de Meakx does in his Expofition, .^^ k^^* 4.n 
we are acoordiitg to the ufe of thatPhrafe in. their. 
Writers, to underfland nothlng^ but the ^retentkd Sam 
crifice ef the.Mafs. But why muft, not : the: people be 
taught^ that the Worfhip of Prayers and Hymn&isii' 
Sacrifidetdo^ For dik.iras: the current Dck3:rioeof! tiiei 
Primiiio^e Church. Tfaereris a good Rcafoafc^iit ; ]h©-? 
caufe they da not pay this WdrfhiptoQcd atonci.its. * " ; •* ^ 
the Primitive Church did. And' 
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Aodnowasfor tKofe pai&ges, conceifmng Qikfbms 
^fiou^m'* ^' *"^ Sd.cri;^ces akeady producsd^ and n»py raDre to the 
Kfw^ . 7. j^j^^ purpofe,thttt might be produced out of theFathers^ 

I do not know liow far a wiUiog mind might go» tQ 
apply them tpthc Sacrifice of the Mafs. And when that 
is done, it is but a little ft raining more, and they will 
interpret Greeny Nazianzen to* their own mind too ; 
who in his Funeral oration upon St. Ba/il^ thus fpeahsof 
Cg) Ai ^if^him. And HOW he is in Heaven^ (^ as I think he 
flJXJ- ^ff^^^ Sacrifices for us and Prajerifor the ?eople.%^ 

1 am confident Nazianzen^ did not fo much as think 

that JB^ fuA mafs in Heaven for him and the People. 

To proc^^ Origen is as exprefs to this purpofe 

as his: Mafter Clemens Alex. Ho faith* we mnfi pray 

(h) M»y4| 33 tehim (Ji) alone that is God aver ally and we muff 

S'STSJ P^^y *^ ^^ mrdofGodhis mdy hegotten.and thefirfl- 

fiuS.6rii.tmr.iorn of every Creature ; and we nndt bumily hefeech^ 

cdfi lik. g. jj^^^ ^j ^^^ ^^ Priefiy tit prefent our prayer (fon it u 

known to him) to his Father and the Father of them 
that live Mccording to the word ef God. 

This is enough mr one man to jfoy , in fo plain a cafe^ 
And yet I will add, what he lays about this matter^ 
from another common Ailment, viz* that the Divi- 
nity o^Chrift is dearly gathered from our making pray- 
ers to hioL For upon tfaofe words of the ApMiI(K» 
With aUthat callnpon the l^me of, the L$rd Jefus^ he 
iHii.hi)cdau^^ii3MtheApti/ilepront^^ JefuiChr^ to heGed^ 
M^ana^U^^in that his name is called upon ; and tbitt. to callupm 

the name oftbeLard^ and to adore God^ is one and the 
famethh^. The Reafoa of thtt whtcti I h«re veatured 
taoiiferis^.That Fr^tfrdoes ^ktibtf Omniprejhfcey gs 
111^ as bdier divine Perfei9!ton% to die Beiv^ 
it is made. And this is that xn&tL which TertuUiam^ 
as I thinly hathexprefled in diele words : That Faith 
Sf «* ^"^^'^^ its BeUgim to him only^ of whom it is cnfident 

that 
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tlMt he fexs 4mi hfrs rserf uibere. For -by JieUgJoM 
hemosntAiayer, which is^die Si&jed of that clifc6ur(e 
to which tbele words bdong. Thus thvatim aJfo: 
If Chriff he only ama/t, bow is he every where prejent to ^"^ ^ '*"»• 
thoji that vaUitpm bim^ ^nee this is ndt the natmx'' *'** 
wfMa* hut of Qtiso -he frtfint Jm aU .fUnes / And in 
dieiame place, If Chr^ it -nlf m MoMytoby is a iH^ 
mvpieJ as a Meeliater mprajfers^ fimeihe Im»catiM 
efMait, ru^ he yaJgeel ineffeiiml for the ^rccur.t% af 
SalvatieM > And to name no more, Athampus fi«quent> 
ly ufes this kind of Ar^ment. for fpeaking of pray- 
ers, made to die Son ofGod, he £iys, the Saints dt net ^tthm. orat. 
think itjnfft to hevoke him to he their Heifer and Re- J^* *'"'^ 
fi^eyViho was made or created. And no manwsould 
firay to receive any thing iirom die Fathers and the 
Angels, or from any of the other Creatures : fixmi whence 
be concludes that becaufe the Apbftle iil x TfadT ^.ix. 
does not only pray to God the Fathet^ but ahb to oar 
iM'd feftts Chriftj that therefore Chri0 is God. It 
feems it was not then the way of ChrifUaos to joyn 
God, and St. Michael, God and the Virgi% God and 
aU the Saints, in Invocations of prayers. There were 
then no liich things known, as Confefion to God and- 
to St. Michael, and to die Bk^ed Vhrgim, am) to the 
Saints % as giving Qlory to the Holy Trinity and to 
ibe Virgin ; as uying fefns Mary help, t&c bad a« 
ny thing of diis Nature been done in thofe times I 
dbubt here had been a good Argument loft, by whkh 
rile Fathers proved ^hrifi to be God. «or would A* 
thanafins have been lb meer a Chikl^ as to actaque the 
Arrians with an Argument, to which the iXxlhine and 
Pradice of the Church, had afibrded £> obvious and 
cfietShial an Anfwer. 

To all which I fliall add but that Canon of the^^^^ 
Laodicean Synod, that Cbpifiians ought not to for fake of. 355 

the 



^6 TheSenfeof the WmittVe Church. 

the Chunk ofGoJy and depart afidt and Invocate AngeU 
Therefore if any tn an ie found ufing this fecret Idolatry^ 
let him be accurfed^ iecauje he hathforfaken our L^rd 
Jefus Chriji. I make no queftion, but if there had been 
occafion Saints had been put into the Canon as well as 
Angels. But then what word could they have thought 
of,infteadofiS'jii/r/i,toanfwerCar»frj lAngnUs] which 
Crai thruft into the old Latin Tranflation inftead of 
Angels {^Angeles'] is not very eafy to imagine. Concern- 
ing which pleafant Forgery, fee Bp Vjhers Anfwer to 
tTO Jefuits Challenge, p. 469. &c. 

And now if weconfider, the Dodrine of thefe pri- 
mitive Fathers concerning PrayerJ fuppofe we fhall not 
wonder, that in thofe. places where we might well 
have expei9)ed fome inftance of praying to Saints, or 
^^^^ ^^ £^p fome Recommendation of it (if any fuch Pradice had 
p. 1 77. . been amongft them} that I lay there is nothing at all^ 

no not the lead intimation of it. Not where St. Cy- 

prian fo vehemently admoniihed thofe, that were fallen 

in perfecutiod,to pray to God for themfelves,aDd to in- 

Tm. Ji F^- ^^^^ *^^ Brethren to do fo too : Not where TertuDian 

tenth, c. 9. defcribes the Humiliations and Proftrationsof the Pent- 

tents J in both which places one would have expedted, 
thatthelnterceflionoftbeif^/ir/x and 'Mattyrs^^oyM. 
have been implored : Not where 'juttin Martyr i^^i^ 
ciiaes^^ Service of the Church in her Religious Af^ 
femUies ; nor in any of the andcnv Apo/oziesy nor in 
any; ancient account of the Religious Wormip of Chr/- 
AfoS, cmmtl fi^^^ J no not in the Ap^flolic^l CvfiftitutiMs (though 
hb. 7^8. ' a later work then it pretends to be) where the order 

of the Chxirchcs Service is very particularly defcribed: 
We are not to wonder at it. I % for the declared 

Dodrine of the Church was againft it. 

. * . • • • • 
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As for the Worjkip^ti^ or as K de hkaux calls it^ the 
HtmuriMg of InpQges^ wc might fpane the pains of iiiqui- 
ring what the fence «f the. Apcieaoc Qiurca was conceri^ 
ingit; U is fo bard tQ believe that they (bouid worfliip 
the/j9M^i of the Satpts, who did not u> xniich as pray. 
Of give any Refigious Worihip to the Saittts themfel ve& 
But this prajSice is ib &r from havioa the Countenance 
of the Primitive Churchy and JS Antiquity; that in 
the belt Ages, there were oiea of great name in the 
Churchy th^t did not believe fo much as the Art of A 
nfagjtry and PiSiorc lawful to be pra^ifed by a Cbriftian. 
Saich Ckmens Alex. We are plainly fprii/Jen to fneJJle Pfotnft/di 
with that cheating Art : p^r the Prophet [ Mofcs ] faith, ^^^^' 
Thotijhalt not mau th^ likeue^^f awy thing either in Hea* 
ven or in Earth. TertHSian hath a g^eat deal to this pur^. 
pole in his Difcourfo of Idolatry. But thole words are, 
to my thinking, very remarkable. WeB did the fame 
God require the likenepofa Serpent to he made hy an ex^ 
traordinary Cornmofid^ mo hy bis Law forbad the maiing ofrm. it id^u 
any likenep. If thou ohfervefi the fame Godj thou hafi. his ^* *'^* 
Law : Make no likeneJS, Jfalfo thou hokefi to the Precept 
offnakif^ an Image afterwards do then alfo imitate Moles : 
make no Image mmtfoever againft the LaWy unlefi God alfo 
command thee in particular Jo to do. Which words are ib 
plain and full, that they leave no room for that frivolous 
pretence, thtt thefe Fathers intended no other Images, 
but thofe of the Heathen Gods. And that inflance of 
the Brazen Serpent, which was no Idol , till rhe Jews 
made it one, ckarly ibewi the contrary. 

But If it be faid that the Authority of thele men is to 
gp for nothing) begiule they were mifta^ea »i condem- 

I ning 
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ning Image-Work fo univerfi(|lly as they did ; I grant; that 
their zeal againft Image4VorJhip tranfported them be* 
yond theboundiof Reafon ; efpecially 7<frr«i7/j», who 

Aid. C.2. in the forefaid Book tells us, th^V Artificers of Statues 
And Images, and all carved or engraven works of this kind, 
were brought into the World iythe Devi/. But this I fay, 
that if Images had in thofe days been ufed in ChrifiUn 
Churches, to much as to excite the Devotion of the 
Faithful, much more to receive their Adoration ; nei- 
ther would thefe Fathers have condemned the making 
of Images; nor, if they had, would the Church have 
born with fo great an Outrage upon their Dodrine and 
Praftice. Some one at leaft would have appeared in be- 
half of the Catholick Church, as Melchior Canrn has done 
m behalf of the Roman Church againft the Eliherine 
Council in this matter ; who fticks not to fay, that 

TTtoJTi '^^* Their Law for taking away Images ^ was not onely imprudent^ 
^ • -s* C.4. r ^^^ impioufly eflahlijhed. The Cenfure which he (a 
long after pate'd upon that Council, had been faftned up- 
on thefe men prefently, by more than one, as good as 
Canus, if ImageAVorjhip had but been allowed then, as 
it is now eftablilhed in the Roman Communion. They^ 
were not fo tame as to fuffer their Worftiip to be affron- 
ted by their own Members, without taking notice of it. 

Kici^a. ^^^ the truth is, the Monuments of the Ancient Church 

/r/«. 1.1/0.24. affords us no accounts of Images any where, but-eijher 
hi Uhraries, or * at a Houfe-door,or in the Holes diHe^ 

tKt^USe of '•^'^'^^^'O"" i" fhe Temple's of felfe <jods. We read indeed 
the SyrophiHi- of one Piilure oiChrifly or fome Saint, which Epiphanius 
cUn Woman, found in a Curtain of the Church of Anahlatba ; but he 
^rikagainft ^ook it down and tore it in pieces. Such accounts as 
r.Q.f.2si. this are not for the credit of Image Wor/hip ; which in- 
deed came into the Church at the tail of other Corrupti- 
ons. And the Fathers are fo unanimous and pofitiye a- 

gainft 
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gaioft it, that T will ihut up this matter with the tellt-» - 

mony of a great many Fathers in one teftimony, wz. 

that of the Eliberine Council held about the beginning 

of the fourth Age, It is our pleafure, that Figures ought conclL Eiib. 

not to he in the Church, leii that which is mrjhiffe/or a* ^«"vB<J* 

Jored, Jhould he painted upoftWaOs. . . 

As for the Rebques of Saints and Martyrs, we hear of 
none for the three firft Ages, but their Bodies ; nor any 
thing concerning them, but that they were interred with 
all poffible Refpeft that could be expefted from Men, 
and which is more, from Chrifiians. The honour which 
by the cuftom of the World we learn is proper to the 
Bodies of the Dead, is to give them a decent Interment. 
This was maintained and cherifhed by the ancient Chri'- orig* contra, . 
ftians, not onely becaufe reafonable Souls once lived in xmuL^d^A- 
thofe Bodies which they committed to the ground, ^iivii/ 
which was an Inducement common to men ; but becaufe 
alfo thofe Bodies and Souls were to be once again joyn- 
ed at the Refurredion, which was an Inducement pro- 
per to Chrifiians. It was the fame kind of honour 
which they ihewed to the Bodies of Martyrs, thougjb 
heightned with the expreflions of a more than ordinary 
love. Thus, after the Martyrdom of St. Stephen^ De^ 
voHt men ^carried him out to be buried, and made great .*«;««>«?. 
lamentation over him. ^ ^^ *' *' 

. The like account did the Smyrnians give of their dif- 
pofing the Bones oiPolycarp^ which they reckoned more 
valuahk than precious Stones $ more precious than Gold. 
M^ deMeaux fure would not defire a farther progrefton of 
Love and Honour. But with this degree they contented 
themfelves : for lay they, t ^^ committed them to hu- 1 w*v^««- 
rial Inhere it was ufuah ?,S5i5r* 

And thus Fiu$ the firft of that name, Bilhop of Rome, ^•-"rttfi*^ 
take care^ faith he, of the Bodies of the Holy Martyrs^ as 
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Cart, iumU- tfGods Members, after that mamer tbtt tU Apples tot^ 

viruHt. cnrtu cw» ^ Mcpnen s. 

here, is je Thus the Clergy of Rome in their Epiftle to the Clcr- 
2^. gy of Carthage, when St. Cyprian was abfcnt : To fpcak 
piSTEpift. a. ^ " flatter of very great cenJe^ueKce. If the Bodies tf 
Tom. t. On.' Martyrs or others be t$ot buried, it iia very daugeromfaah 

See Cjfr. Ep. j^ ff^g ^^ ^;.^ ^^ ^^^ g^gf ^j, infui^, ♦>© tliat in 

Qpr. EpUL a. thofe days, it Ihould ieeOi to be a Chai^ enmifted to 
ieled Perfons, that the Bodies of Martyrs and other 
Chri(lians> fiiould be buried; and tliis not onely at Car* 
tha^, but at Rome too. 

But why ihould I mukqdv Teftimomes in ib plain a 
cale ? Had the Reliques of Martyrs and Saints been 
worfliipped in diofe bell times, as they were afterward, 
how come it to pafs that in all the Monuments of lix^ 
doies, no moiticm of any fuch dnog is to be found i 
When the Trade of ReUques begm in the Church, (heM 
was poife %noiiie}i made of ix, and the beft Authons ac- 
quaint us with me News. But it had been no News^ if 
the Trade had besn begun before. Wi^ was no {uch 
thing objefted to the chrtftiam, by their wacohful Eae- 
■lies, for three hundred years together ? for we no 
foooer come tohear of Stones of Reliuesin theChurdi, 
but i«t ^d «he Pagans iX the heeb >of this f nnovatioa, 
and upbraidii^ the Cbriftians with the^apevftlet<m of it^ 
Why meet we not wkh fome iiitfrhatto»(tf kying up Re- 
liques in Churches under the Altar ? 7hae 9i«s room 
teough for ^vodofiderableand tiecdTary.aitirouftiriEhmise; 
( and the Church <£ Rome makes more thati n circum- 
ftance of it) ki that particular defcription of the fiiftitMi 
and Omamdtft^ of ^ Church built by Fatt^limit Bilbop 
jmk tm. of Tyro. Why meet we with no Tranftnicftis of oB»4&w 
■* a*, ft 4* (fQfgi oBe ^lace to 4aoAer , for their |^t)U' honour ? 

Pertoips We Wl be^ tdid ^ the men from the Sdft, 4hA 

came 
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ame to Rome^ aidchailenged the Bodies of St Peter and 
St.Panl f as of right bdbn^ng to them i and of their 
carrjing them two Miks out of Town to a place caUed 
Oaactimiayatid all the other Axlventuresthat Greg/iffy tells 
upon this bti(ine& But then there will ariie a great 
^ueftion , whetiier we are to believe with Gregory that ^^^i- li^ ^• 
Aey ufei^e Eafiem Believers, or with Baranlui^ that they ^^ri^'A. a 
wsre Thievifl} Greeh ? or rather it will be no queftion, 231. n. 4. 
thatthe whole Relation is fabufeus from one erxi to the 
«iier. 

In ihott, why have we all this time no account c^ 
Miracles wrought by Reliques , of carrying them about 
in PR)ceffions, df expofing them to recdve the Adorati- 
ons of the Peof4e, of wearing theto- as a fpecial fecnrtty 
2%Aik^ Spiritual and Temporal £vik,^r of 4my inftanee 
of«bis kmdof Religion > I anfwM:, It is a ftinkhing to 
imagine , that lihe Religton of Woriiupping the Re* 
liques of the Saints , (hould be in ufe ambngfl: them, 
who gave no Religious Worfhip to the Saints them- 
felves. 

But it is not to be wonder'd at, that they who pray 
to the SMb of the Saints and Mairtytrs^ wjra arc fo far 
aifent fi^oiA vaSj thattheyheor usuRit, ftmuld be guilty 
of another wieakneis, aim Worfhtpitfaeir BmesznA ofther 
Relijues, wliich neither hear xioriiKi^tlioiigh diey are fre^ 
fent. 

Tbis'aecounnofthe Sentniteniis of the Tfafee fir^jtf-. 
gtSj afid indeed dl the bot&er )h8ifiof the Mmrtly wegatfaer 
from the Writings of the Fathers, and i«om the undou* 
bted Monumaftts^of thofe f^iiifcs. Moofieiffi/e lAeamx . 
bnew that theie tlaingsbsd beoadtligeBtly sKpoianded 
by i^ofe of the Refonmtian , and partiGularly by M. 
DaiBe. And what does he ^sppofe *to this , to j&ve his 
pretences to MjAitifuit/ihui^^ ^s^,nrf%tibMtf £xp.p.5i 
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5 2 The Ant tent Hmots 

My farther examination what wight he the Sentiments cf 
the Fathers of the Three fir fi Ages, I wiB content wy fiif 
with what M-Oailleu pleafedto graitt.who allows mfo many 
great men who taught the Church in the Fourth Age. 
Now M. Daille neither made any fuch allowance , nor 
had he any reafon to make it. But fuppofe he had, mud 
all that he liad written concerning the fence of the Three 
firft Ages, about the Oije^ of Worjhip, go for nothing ? 
If this example of Writing is fit to be followed, I know, 
not why I Ihould give my felf any farther trouble, and 
not rather conclude thus : That without any farther exa- 
Tradirion? mination what may be the Sentiments of the Fathers of the 
par. 3. &c. following AgeJJhall content my felf with what fme great 
men of the Roman Church are pleqfed to grant, and which is 
evidently proved againd all the rejl that deny it, viz. That 
the Fathers of the Three fir ii Ages muff he allowed to us. 
And fo leave it to the World to judge who has mofl rea- 
fon t6)x content. 

But having undertaken to give fome account of the 
b^innings of the preient Superditions of the Church of. 
Rome, in the matter of Saint-Worfhip, and the Adoration 
of the Images and Reliques of the Saints : And becaufe it 
is impoffible to do this, without going beyond the firft 
Ages, till we come to the Reign of Jman ; I muft ven- 
ture beyond him , and confider the ftate of the Church 
toward the ktter etid of the Fourth Century , with re- 
^>edto thefe queftbns. Some of the Romanifts Jprctend 
that Antiquity tot)e on their fide, which I have inewn is 
with us. But as far as 1 can perceive, they all pretend 
to be very confident they ihaU carry it thus high at lead; 
and Monfieur ik Meaux takes it for granted » that we 
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be^nto allow them thofe later Fathers. I ihall endea- 
vour to reprefenr the cafe as impartially as if I w^re yet 
to chufe my Opinion ; and I am very much miftaken if 
it will not appear in conclufion (though there is a little 
more colour ft)r their challenging the latter end of the 
Fourth Age, in favour of their Doftrine and Pra(9:ices 
in thefe things, than for appealing to higher Antiquity) 
that upon ar true confideration of the grounds upon 
which they challenge thefe later Fathers as their own, 
it had been more ad vifable for them to have come down 
much lower to find Prefidents whereby to juftifie them- 
felves.. It had been a very Ancient cuftom of the 
Church for Chri§iians to meet at the Ccmiteries or Bu- 
rying-places of the Martyrs and the reft of the Faithful, 
there to celebrate Anniverfary Commemorations of the 
Martyrs. Thus the Church of Smrna having intimated Ep- ^«rr* 
that they had buried thcBody of St. Polycarp in the ufual ""^^ ^"^"^ 
place, they added, that in that place, God willitig^ they 
jhould ajjemhle together to cekhrate the Birth^day of hi$ 
Martyrdom with all the joy they could exprefi : And the 
reafon of this Cuftom they expriefs in this manner : Both 
to Commemorate thofe who had already undergone the tryal 
of Martyrdom, and to exercife and to prepare thofe that 
^vere to follow^ for the like ConfiiSs. But they did not 
meet here to cefebrate the Memories of the Martyrs onc- 
ly, but at other times alfo for the celebration of Divine 
Service. For we find that Valerian and Gallien forbad ^.^ Hiiuib* 
the Chriflians to celebrate AfTemblies, or to meet at thofe 7.0! 11. 
places which they called Cosmiteries, which paflages and 
-the like imply that it was ordinary for them to Anemblc 
there : And it is not improbable that they ufed thofe 
places for ftiore privacy, when there was danger of per- 
secution ; and that the prohibition of Ademblies in thofe 
C<Bmiferies, was the utraoft ftriftncfs of prohibiting their 

Aflem- 
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AfleniUies : For it is plain that they had their Cimrde$ 
befides in Cities, which the^ built and repaired aceoi^m 
to their alHlity. And fa in that Evourable time be^ 
lib.8. & I. (ween 6atUe»&nd DiiKkfiany'v;^ find that they added new 
Churches in every City , to thofe which they had b&> 
f<Mre. But whether they were wont to nseet at the C«w 
miteries (at other times befides the Anniven&ry days of 
the Martyrs) for privacy, or perhaps for the Gommodi- 
ouineft of thofe places, when they did not confult pri* 
vacy , as fome think, or whether it was oat of fpecnl re- 
fpea to the ^<w«rxtfi of thofe Martyrs, Ifiullnotn^ 
to di^te ; for it is a dear cafe that they fervently loved 
thofe excellent men and women, and honoured their Me> 
•mories, who had laid down their Uves for the "^eltimo* 
ny of Jtfiu. This was one rea£)n of celebrating their 
Anniver&ry Commemorations, in which they did what 

.highly became theni,and carefully kept themfelves with- 
in thisCompal^ that ReVgiQUs Worfliip was to be given 

to God only. 

Bat when under Cm^atttm the Great the profeflion 
c^Chriftionity was not onely (afe , bat the way to Hb- 
noDT and Greatoeis , the Hsmrm of the Martyrs were 
more frequented than they had formerly been, and fiat«<* 
ly Churdies were built over thar Sepulchres ; and tb$| 
Emperoor, the Clergy, and the People , feemed to v'm 
with one another who ihould exprej& the greateft zeal 
incanyiogca to j^ons a work; which extraordinary 
fervor, ccNofidering the time, was not to be wondeied at ; 
for the Church was but now deliver'd not onely out of a 
raging Perfectttion, but from the apprehenfion of any 
more, and therefore coukl not but refieft upon the Mar^ 
■fjrs with all tendemefi of afieftion. And iince they 
were not now alive , to partake in the pro^ous and 
'ttiumphantilace of the Church, it was natural to give 

their 
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their lianas and Memoriei all that fhare in it which Wiis 
pdSUe to be ^ren ; efparially fmce the prefent peace 
and glory of the Church, wasunderGod, fo dee^y ow- 
ing to the noble examples of their Fortitude and Pati- 
ence. The Commemorations of the Martyrs had for- 
^rmerly a double end, to do honour and exprels a dear 
afiedion to them? and withal to prepare and to excite 
the Virtue of thofe that were to fufter afterward, which 
latter end without all doubt was the moft necefEry; 
but there being now fo little occafionfor that, the piety 
of thefeprofperous times ran out more plentiRtllyindo- 
inghonours tothofeChampions of CbriJlyX\\^t had born 
the heat of the day, and left this Age to enjoy that vi6h>. "■ ' ,j 
ry and fwect peace wherewith God had now crowned 
his perfecuted Church. 

And as this Zeal was no more than what might be 
expeded from Humane Affeftion , raifed by Chrijiiaa 
Piety ; fo if men could have told where to flop, it had 
been as much for the honour oiChrifiianity, as the ex- 
cedes to which it grew afterwards were a di%race Co 
it. 

From Ccnfiantine's coming to the Empire , to the 
Reign oijnlian, there pafTed above fifty years; and ia 
this time the Reverence of the Martyrs, was grown to 
fome excels, beyond Primitive Examples. For it was 
not onely thought neafooablc to build Churches over 
thieir Sepulchres, but it Iboutd feem there were many 
that thought their Prayets wotrfd l^ed the, bettfet tor 
being madeover the Tombs of the Martyrs; ahdnqlr - - 
content withthts, they began ac 'length to fHi'cti four 
tfieir Bones ; and it grew to be the Piety of this Age, to 
difturb the Afhes of the Dead , which it was the Piety 
<£ tlw forftier; Ages to leave in then: Graves w ithout (u- 
;fturbance. But as yet their Prayers were direfted to 
K God 



the Ssiints and Martyrs. Juliah kunleU tvho aggra vated 

the refped fliewa to the Martyrs to the uttnoft , could 

hot charge them with this, and he very well underdood 

Apud CyrilLl ^^^ praftice. But, fays he. Since Jcfus has find tbaf 

lo. contra Sepulchres are full (f uncleamefis why do you call ufm Gcd 

7«/M».p. ovet Sepulchres ? It's true, he alfo charged them with 

Worflii^ping the Martyrs, and upbraidedthem, that ha«' 
ying forfaken the Religious Rites of the Gentiles , they 
had gone oyer to the Jem, and yet had not kept to their 
Religion laeitber, which had been fomething. For, ibcn^ 
la. lib. tf. p^ Uiys he,j^^ ivmd have worjbipped one God inftead 4jf many^ 
.aoi. Iftnd riot, one man i}i(}is] or ratier waH) miferaili men : 

hieaning the Martyrs. But this was onely a fpitefiil 
conflruaionof thecuftom of Chriflians in paying their 
DeVptiphs to God oyer the Sepulchres of the: Mar- 
tyrs. 

. Not Ions after J/^/m;!, conies Bunapim^ a mod bitter 
^wretch ; by . whofe Cenfures we mav cafily obferve, that 
the Oarotion of Chrifiians towards the Martyrs was 
ftill growing to^ greater height I perceive he is cited 
tiptfiby ProtcftiMrts . ax&d i^apifls ; . hy, Proteftants , to 
%ew the bedhnip^ <£ Jthat ^aperfiltiofi we cqmplaiB 
©f J by Pipius, • tomew that the Invocation of Samt^ 
and the Woribip df Reliques, was at lead fo Ancient 
This Infidel fp^king ofmpfiks (z ibrt of men which this 
,Ag? firft brought f^ffh) Tays, that they Reaped together 

52Sicffi P^^^ ^^^ ^^^^^ ^r^^ *h4t had leen pH^ffjcd far mawf 
i^rimes, l^lding them for dods i and profiratingthimfelves 
before fuch as had leen chq/iized iy order of the Courts of 
fnfiiee ; and helieving the letter of themfihes for leing 
jmuted[at their Sepmchres. So that thev who mere httmere 
jiafbestandthffe none of the leji^jounaly iafit^andcarrymg 
'iiIitbiefcdr:(^aridmarTcs of their yUlofty in their nifery GhofiSp 
: . ^* • are 



leproach the pleiied Martyrs or Jejus , m .contempt 
the Mmks, and indeed of all the Chriftians ih thofe times. 
For thougjh it (hould feem that tb^ Tra4e ^i Reliaues 
was chiefly driven by the Monks , yet 'tis evident Ibat 
great account was made of Keliques i^n ajmdft fiU |ili* 
c»; which together with the daily riefort ' of de^^out^ 
CbriBians to the Memories of the Martyrs, gave occaficn 
to this Infidel thus to upbraid them. For no mian wil| 
believe all to be true which he here chs^rges eveq fhie 
Monks with. • A malicious Enemy always fays the word 
that he has any colour or pretpnceto lay. Arid if (uch 
occafiotis and pretences had been afFbrded by the Ancient 
Cbrifiians, as by thefe, we flioufd certainly have heard 
the (ame objedions from Lncian or Celfia , or fome oti& 
Pagan Writer of thble times, who wece as^able » ^s iblt?: 
fuLatid vigilant Adverlaries as Julian md Ejffffapita[\ ' 
JBut whereas Eunapim pretended , that thefe Monks 
called the Martyrs , Mincers and Mejfengers tf their 
Frayfirs} he m^ ppflibly have ao other reafon foir i^ 
j^t.di(^.09i^ thatdhr^uins\yen^jtbt^^ 

Sc^j^c^ there tp .make their P^i^yei^ 

For altHooigh t;hey dire£tly applied themfelves to none 
but Gpd when they were there ; yet the chufing of dipfb 
{d^<^fqr their Deivptions, efp^iall^ with4 p^^iOO^ 
(opuk^ to fpeed the bcitter for iadolng ^ W^ bccation e- > 
pough tp JEu^apiu^ tqky^ that they\ mad^ the Marm^» 
the Mfn^en fnJ Mejfe^rs sf *beir Tracers. But f<i^ 
«ugh^any mabcan tell» Munafius might come to under* 
^pd tji^t the& Monk5:&!i^ what I queftioii not wastl^ 
^f^ttf fonie (ifyrj/luwi. tpwards the Ijtter end pf this 
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^' :, . . * ^ / Of Miracles done by 

ive a,?«tiiiftr accouiit iii its proper place. It is certain, 
!natmaiSy Miracles wire feid' to be done, upon pftiyers 
made where the Reliques of the Martyrs were/ tfiat is, 
at their Memories. 

And fome thereupon believed that they were done 

at their Interceflion , and , joyning their own Prayers 

with the Prayers of the Chriftian that came thither. In 

which they were more confirmed by fome confident Re- 

jb^ dc Curt P^^'^ ^^ Vifions and Apparitions of the Martyrs to thofe 

proMortis^c that had obtained their fuits. Now of thole who belie* 

;^- ved the Martyrs were within hearing, it is very likely 

that fome called to them withanOr^/r^^iy^^^; and then 

ho wonder that £«if^^/wc charged the Monks "wlih raking 

for dead mens Bones, and making dead men the Mejfen-^ 

gers of their Prayers. 

^ As for the Miracles faid to be done in thofe times, they 
are urged by thtRomariiSts as an invincible argument 
of Gods approving the honour that was given to the 
Saintsand their Reliques in that Age of the Church. But 
I wifli they would attend to what St. Auiuffinekys, who 
after a pretty large account of Miracles that were 
wrought in his time/ and fonje tioo at the Memories of 
Martyrs, plainly fays, that whether, they were wrought 
by the Miniftry cf Martyrs or Angels (for that he knew 
not) they were wrought to give Teftimony to that 
i£f 'rff ^* ^F^ifhfor which the Marty^s^iea, and particularly to the 
jci, \^ 23. C'-Jl^ejfurreaion of ChriHy and to our Refurredipn at the laft 
!day. TheriB is no reafon to fuppofe that every circum- 
Hanceof the Devotion of Chrmians that received? mira- 
culous relief, muft be attefted by thofe Miracles which 
God wrought in ferther confirmation of the troth of 
!cbrfffi4nity. . God has made ufe even of wicked men for 
the working of Mir£clesj and I cannot uiKHerftand 
>hy a Mirade may not b? wrought in behalf of a/j»- 

fen 
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c€n Toini Without approviog his weaknefi, any more than 
^pihtrsvickednefirs approved by Gods making ufe of 
him to teftifie the truth. But I would 1» content to let 
them ufe this Argument from Miracles, without contra- 
diAioni if they would extend it no farther than in fa- 
vour of that ufe of Reliques which we yet meet with : 
In the fourth Age they ranfacked all places for them, 
and when, as they thought, they got 'em, they put ihem 
in fine Linnen, or in curious Boxes and Repofitorics, 
and laid them up in the Church. But whatever good 
they expeded from thefe Trcafures, they did not yet 
worfhip them; they did not Incenfe them, and expofe 
them to receive the Adorations of the Peopla ytplan^ 
tius, it feems, had asked, with fome derifion, Why doff 
thou kifi and adore a little Dufi put up in fine Unnen ? HUron. Adv. 
To which St. fiierom, that went as high as any in the ^*^^^J^: ^* 
Age for honouring Reliques, anfA^ered, Who, thougid-^*^^ ' ' **' 
djhiraindman, ever adored the Martyrs ? Who has taken a 
wan for God > Indeed StHierom thought that holy Be- 
liques made the Devils roar for very pain ; but yet he 
did not think that, they were to be adored, no not the ibii 
Martyrs thcmfelves, but Gi^^onely, We could wifli that 
all Superilition were baniih'd from amongft Cbriftians ; 
but if the Church of Rome would be content with fuch 
things as St. Hierm blames m fome pBy nun and relify ibM. 
tiuimmen, th^t bad a Zeal^ hut not accordin^to knowledge ; 
viz. Burning Wax^Candles hy day4ight in honour of the 
Martyrs, we Would be content toot for thefe are tole- 
rable faults, and liich as ihould not break the Peace, 
though they were better mended. I would fey to any 
contentious man, what St. Hienm fiiid to Figilan* lUd. 
tiusy What doft thou Ufe iy it, if others are a little 
fbolUh? ' - - 

Is. i4 
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\ cQofe6, I fcoufcJ begof t^fc Gep^fflt^fi, . fef 0^ 
honour of our Religiooi and of the t^ltimQiiy of Miraaef » 
not to pren^nd the Miracles of the fourth and fifth Agesp 
as a teftimony to every PttnSHlh of H[onour done in thofe 
times to the Relifues ohhc Saints»& to the opinion which 
foroe conceived of them. And as I faid before, it would 
be more difcreetly done to let thofe Miracles gQ, as St. 
Aufiin did >for a notable confirmation of the Truth of th^c 
Religion for which thofe Martyrs died, by whofe Jeaj 
Bodies God was pleafed to do fome wonderful things. 
But it i$ by no means ^dvifable to llretch them in favour 
of fome other things ; whereof the lighting of Candles 
for the Martyrs may go for one ; and the unwillingneils 
of fpme of 'em to build Churches, unleis they could 
get Reliques to lay there, for another ; and the feat- 
tering ot Reliques in little pieces up apd down, may pats 
for a third; and Healing them^ forafourtli; which I 
know not how can^ to be eipccufed at kafty ^ an eS^ 
of great and religious Zeal, by fome men of no meaq 
. note. I do not think fuch things as thefe are very eafie 
to be defended s ,^nd therefore it were much better that 
Miracles were not brougjht in to juftiBe them. 9ut l^fl 
of 9II ihould they be urged in favour of that kind ojf 
Worfliip which the Church of Rme now gives them; 
and not on^ly to the Bodies i Bones ^ or JJkfSj b^t to tt^ 
Ghrdkh Sli/fCKS, wd Ikt^Z/te^^k of fb^ Sai^s Jjq4 
Martyrs ^ whvh kind pf NthHigs anciently were m 
tfapu^ht of. Xifid wrought Mirayc}es by the huids qf 
Sl Paul, and tj^ rei^ of the APQ^Ies, when they were 
idive. Now if M^ bad theii^ fiones, or fome pieces of 
thspw znA Qod fk(M\lP pleafed to work Miracles by 
Kl^m^;; ihfiC^ would. b&» I 4rn qppf^dqit, no moi^ 
reafon upon this account to give their Reliques any Ro* 
l^g^ous Worjhip, now the ^poftles are dead, than there 

was 
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^tb vtbift^ithe AtHjftlermem^lmiipott the fame 
accotibt»Whenthe3^WdreWive. Mof«wef,<3od wrought 
Miracles by the Brazen Serpent, and yet when the Peo- 
ple had fain to hnrn Jncenfe to it > it was broken to pieces, 



I ! to his great honour, who oppofed a Zeal with know< 



ledge, to the blind Zeal of the P^ple. 

But to deal freely, I am not fallv fatisfied that the(e 
Miracles by the Bodies of Saints and Martyrs,- were half 
fo frequent as the noife that was made of them in this 
Age, or in the next, would make- us believe. I more 
than fear that thofe times were too credulous, or that 
the Wruings of thofe Fathers have met with more fbul 
play, than has been yet difcovered, though no fmall d^. 
coveries of that kind have been made fmce the Reforma- 
tion. It is fome prejudice againft the credibility of thofe 
relations, that in tht three firft Ages, we hear, nothing 
of Miracles wrought by Reliques ; which we are not to 
Wonder at, becaufe tfaey lay quiet in their Graves : and 
the Ancient Church was fo little concerned in this Reli- 
gion of'ReUpteSf that the Bodies of Martyrs that fufiered 
under Dioclefian and ticinius, that is, at the end of theite^«/:4(r 
third, and the beginning of the fourth Age, lay undifiso- ^J^'* *' 
vered, till Chance or pretended RevelMions brooght jto^iih.5k 
them to light ; which is a manifeft Arj^ument, that the *^ ** 
Ancient 4^rch knew nothing of thele mattefs,and that 
they had their b^inning in tne dedenfion of the fourth 
Age. ~ Again, If the Bodies of Martyrs otdiaailf AiSao^ 
vered themfelves by a gifi: of Mkacles, 1 weoderliow 
it came to be fo ordinary a thing to counterfeit Rdiqika, 
as it was. For who would dare to put off the Bones of 
a Malefaftor for the Bones of a Martyr, if it was known 
ttat tfue Reliques would diftinguiih themfelve$ firooi 
felfe, by true Miracles? And yet St. At^inliaiSM 
compkiiis of a ffiiiiltitude of Ckeatk^ Fe&mt iteiia time» 

that 
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AMi.JiOpiTi. tliat voere fcMttereJ up and iovm in the hahii ef Mmis, 
iVmAcae. jf^andering ahut frm Province to Province, fent no whi^ 
ther,fxed no where y fleeing no where ; fame of which pro- 
^ feffenthe Trade of jeBing the Bones cf Martyrs^ if you wiU 

believe they were MartyYs Bones. It would require a Vo- 
lume to (new the boldnefs that was taken in after-times. 
Gcxf has given to a man but one Head, and one pair of 
Hands ; but the Religion of Reliques has found more 
than one a piece for many of the Saints and Martyrs : 
And when they all work Mii^cleSy I mud needs believe 
that fomc of 'em are counterfeit Miracles ; and if I can , 
yet difcern no difference , I would know why they 
Aould not all go for counterfeit. For when God works 
Miracles, they are too plain for the moft part to be de- 
nied, even by thofe whofe intereft it is to deny them. 

But when I confider St. C^rj^i^m^'s Judgment in the. 
cafe, I muft ccnfefs my felf to be under a mighty preju- 
dice againfl: the credibility of njoft Relations of this ibrt 
that went in that Age. ^ I well remember that he fome- 
where gives exprefs caution againll liflning after Mira- 
cles. But in one place, never to be forgotten, very per- 
tinently to the occafion of his difcourfe, he argues in 
chty^ ^•^ ^- this manner : Becaufe NOlV there are no Miracles wrought^ 
*" ' ^^ *• do not thou take this for an Argument, that none were 
wrought THEN [in the Apoftks days:] For then it 
was Profit a He that they fhould he wrought ^ but now it is 
profitable they Jhould not be wrought. But howj fays Iie^ 
does it come to pajS, that Signes jhould be profitable Then, 
and notfo Now ? Then he ihews, that the continuance 
of Miracles would leflen the Kewardablenefs of Faith : 
and for this reafon^ fays he, they are not now wrought. 
And that this is the Truths you may fee by what our Lord 
bid to Thomas : Blefled are they who have not imif 
and yet believed. By bow much therefore a more convin- 
cing 
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CMg ASraele isjhem^ iy fo tmcb is the fraifi and reward 0/ 
Faith l€ffened\ v^her^ore^ ifnm alfoMracles were done^ 
the fame mdnveitience would foSm. But for a £irther 
Anfwer^ be adds, that although they had now no Mira« 
cles, yet feveral Predidions had been accomplifhed, 
which was a continued confirmisttion of the truth oiCbri* 
Bianity ; and moreover, that the good Liifes and Exawh^ 
pies of ChriJlianSf WQK now more neceflary for the con- 
vidion of Unbelieversi than Miriades : For lays he, Tw 
the want rf Primtive Sanffifj, rather than ifMiracles^ 
which makes men ft iff remain in their unbelief. 
, Which Teftimony of fo Judicious a man, b a plain 
Argument that Mir4cleS/ were at leaft very,Tare in hfs 
time ; and that every Martyrs Bones did not do the 
fame Wonders that Bahylas, his Bones were faid to haVe 
done in Julian's time. 

. I may therefore be well excufed, if I impute that 
noifeof Miracles which was fo loud in this and the next 
Age, in great part to the credulity of the Age, and to the 
diSiculty of {landing againft that Torrent of Zeal for 
the honour of the Martyrs, which had carried moil men 
already beyond the bounds of Antiquity. 

What fliall a man make of that Story which St Hie^ 
rem tells of Hilar ion's Reliques ? How Hefychius a holy 
man ventured his life to ileal theJBody ot Hilarien the 
Monk out of the Garden of CypFus where he was bu* 
ried, to carry it to Paleftine ; and how Conflantia took 
itfoto heart, that (he died upon it. For this Reli^us ' ' 
Woman was wont, it feems, to watch whole days and nights * 
at his Sepulchre, and for the helping of her Prayers^ to talk 
with him ss if he wasfrefent. I ihould think it is ootj^^^j^^^ 
much for the Credit of Religion, to represent zhxAy via mutfi§' 
man plundering a Grave, and a holy woman b^^wddngJJ^'J^^ 
her heart for the lofs of the Body : Butif we n\uft b^ 

L lieve 
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lieve the Story, Mirades fQllowed the ftoln Body, add 
yet they tarried in the place from whence it was ftoln r 
So that fiefycbim inde^, and they o( Pakftifte, ^erc con- 
fiderable gainers ; but Cotifiantid was not fo great a lofer 
as Ihe thought. For thus the Relation goes on : Wi 
fie to this day a wonderful Contention letween thofi ^Pa- 
leftine and thofi d/Cypruis, one pretending to hisBoity, the 
pther to his Spirit. Andyet in hoth places there are great 
Miracles done every day^ int more in the Garden of Cyprus, 
and that perhaps lecanfi he loved that place hefi:. 

If Miracles were done in both places, I am pretty 
well fatisfied.tbat God did not thereby intend to demon- 
flrate either the clearnefs oiHefychius, or the difcretion 
oiCondantia in this bufmefs, nor the violent paflibn of 
cither of them for Reliques. I do not deny but they 
might both of them be holy Perfons, but it was not for 
fuch thingras thefe ; and if this part of their Story bad 
been omitted, their reputation for San^ity had loft no- 
thing by it. What therefore was it that God teftified 
by thefe Miracles ? lanfwer with all iiibmiflion, that he 
reified the truth of that Religion in which Hilarion dkd ; 
of that Religion for which the Martyrs died, the moft 
holy Religion which w^s firft taught hyfefus, then by 
the Apojiles, then by the Primitive Agcsof Chriftianity 
after the jtpoflles ; not ^ any Sentiments or P radices 
which neither the Holy Jefus taught, nor his Apoftlcs ;" 
smd. whidi the Primitive Church was a ftranger to. 
Aug.dtVuU. Wti^'l am fure I have learned from- ^. Aufiin in the 
Bcciif: c 16. pjjj^pg 'beforeumentioned, who makes the teftimony of 
thofe Miracles that were wrought at the Memories of 
the Martyrs, to aim at tiothing but the confirmatfon of 
the Faith for which they faflered. And if I (hould fay, 
. tfaaic they who can be content with die old Religion, may 
and ought to be content alfo with the old Miracles, I 

(hould 
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fiiQuld ky no other thing chatiwhat I coutd jtrftifie by 
his Authority. . And which is ibmethmg more, that we 
are now to try Dodrines not by new Miracles, biit'by 
the Scriptures, which we are fure deliver to us the Will 
of God tfiftificd by Miracles. But if God is pleafed to 
add new Miracles out of his abundant goodneg, I do not 
doubt but fuch Miracles are a Confirmation of the old 
Religion, as St. ^nr/^/ir tells usthofewere which God D#cmr.D« 
wrought by the Memories of the Martyrs. But thofe ^^' **• ^' ^ 
Miracles did by no means CaMnize the weaknefs of any 
holy Perfon in the matter of Martyrs or Saints, and Re- 
liques; not the indifcretion oi Hefychius or C<mfidntia\ 
nor did they give any Authority at all to fuch Exam- 
ples. 

. I fuppofe the Gentlemen of the Church of Rme will 
grant this, without any trouble ; but I queftion whether 
they , may not be dilpleafcd at the producing of this 
Story* which without any more ado, looks fo Uk^ a 1^4- 
tyr upon the great Author from whom I had it. But 
what a liard cafe is ours ! Monfieur de Meau^ and the 
fypetended Catholicks, think to bear us down ( who ho* 
Qpur the Reiiques of the Saints no otherwHe than the 
trviy Primitive Church did) by the/Authority ofth<5 ' 
later Fathers that lived towards the end of the fourth 
4gS. . k hks been often ihewoi that the Judgment and 
BH^ioeof that Age in th&vMXXtt oi Reiique^f is very dif- 
ferent from what we now fee ift'the Church oSRme: 
Sitt the . Afcguttjfent is flail ui^ed u^oti 'tis, as if nothbg 
hf4 beeii feid toit. What havtf We tlilrtfore to db, but 
tp^ihew that Cb far as there is any Agreement betvi^eea 
tlie Church erf /ittw^, Mid that Age ofthd Church ib' the 
life of Reiiipits^ they Awld tirge k vferjr Modcftfv; ind 
witiiout.boaftkig. We do frofefi a ReierMe Jbr .iVofi 

wtelkm mMf as M. Je Mfimx. grants i ti/t dt%no\v4^ge £^« ^ 
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thdr SanShyanJ Learning, and we praife God for the 
Benefits which the Church hath recdved by their means. 
But we do not think their Authority eqaai to that di 
the Apoftles^ or of the Fathers of the three firft Ages; 
And we are very forry that the importunity of our 
Adveriaries puts us upon a neceflltyofconfeuing that 
thefe Great Men (zsM.de Means defervedly calls them) 
did in the heat ot their concern for Reliques, fometimes 
iay and do fuch little things, as plaioly (hewed they were 
but Men. We had been very glad if our Engliih Roma- 
nics would not have done this part of the Controver^e 
into Engtiih, nor obliged us to take ofiT that Vail a little 
wherewith we have covered the leafl commendable Gha* 
raAers of thefe excellent men. Nay we have that Re^ 
verence far their SanHity and Learnings that we are fiiU 
very willing to believe their Writings to have been cor-^ 
rupted in thofe places which afford this kind o{ Stories. 
And though St. Hier&m affirms that he wsote the Life of 
Hilaricn, yet I muft confeis this is fo weak a part of it 
which I tmve mentioned, that I anv fometimes almoft 
perfwaded that fome body has been making boldto mend 
him. I am fure there appears fuch a Spirit of Superfti* 
tion and Credulity in thefe paflagesat the end of St. Hi- 
Uriatis Life; of St^perftition' in the Perfons fpoken of^ 
and of Credulity in the Relator; that ^t.Hieramis a 
great deal more beholden to them that omnot be fittts-^ 
ned they are b^ than to thofe that can. 

But to proceed : I have already ohferved^ that the 
AfFedHon of this Age to the Martyrs, was expreis'd by a 
^ frequent and continual refort to their Temhs or Mamries^ 
And that when Chrifiians obtained the deliverance or 
telief which th^ fought, it was believed to be hi great 
fart, the e^ft of the Martyrs favour with God ; 
which in many Perfons grew into a Ptrfwafioo^ that 

the 



the Martyrs were pitfeot at their Memories. And in this ^\^^^ 
psrfwafion they were confirmed by ApparitioHs, which V!i6. ^ 
were at lead believed to b^ feen there, iince it gave occa« 
iion to ibme queflions then, and to a great controverfie 
afterward, whether they were the Souls of the Martyrs, 
or whether they were Angels that appeared. 

But the great queftion is, whether in thofe applicati- 
ons, to the Memories of the Martyrs, they called upoa 
God onely, or the Martyrs alfo* For here it is that the. 
pretended C4/i&^//c^i mud find colour of thus much An<^ 
tiquity, if any where* For their appeals to the Apoftro^ 
pbes of fome of the Fathers in their Panegyric^ Orations^ 
upon the Martyrs, deferve no cpnfideration. If indeed, 
the Faithful were wont to call upon the Martyrs at theic: 
Meniories. ; this has fome appearance of an Argument for > 
the pretended CathoUcks. 

I ifaall therefore firft lay do wa the Fad: , remembring 
aJl along, that it is the duty of an honeft man to deliver 
things as they appear to him , apd not to attempt the 
defence even ojf Truth, but onely with fuch Arguments* 
as he is well iatisfied of the Truth of^ himfelf . But when^ 
tW Fad is dated, likdlhot jenvy thebeft advantages^ 
tW our Ad ver£uries can iiiakq of i^ . 
/ m^t account which St^jMffin giv«s of the TdylcXAivkiMti 
that had loftJiis ao4k,\a»d went to the Twenty Martyrs ^^^»!^^^.^^\ 
topray for«notlier4iasWn often p * * 

^^.^.J^ff'y^ffl Buttothjs,itisanfwcr-. 

ed on the. other fide, that no mom can becertaiolyconrw^^ 

eluded from henceji than* that the Taylw went to the »>«'*?] 

As It IS la^ of x>thers, thatthey wenttothe Memory x>i^iu!^Mmpi,git 
St. Stepien^ and there p^yed that God woiild gjive them 9f^^^ i>«w< 
what they wanted, which is a defenfihle interpretation SVf dS. i!^ 

of 22* C. 8. 
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• ?^of ftbhjW^ge^/ IVrt^^ AppHdrtion that was made to, 
the Matters by going to their Mmmes 6t Ckunhts^ 
and the hope oJF prevailing by their InterceflTions, did not 
heceflarily imply any Invocation of the Martyrs: But 
the £rppliant bclievinc them to be preTentat their Memo- 
ries, and to obferve the Prayers that were made to God 
there, might hope Tor thel^enefit of their Interceflion 
without Ipeaking to them. As for St. AnHin himfelf^ 
what his Opinion was concerning the prefence of the 
* Martyrs, I iliall fljcw in another place. 

But fQtjie of St.CbryfoHoms Homilies are produced 
vyith nb little afliirancej tpihew not oncly that the Saints 
Were in vocated at their Memories t but that he approved 
it too. And indeed St. Ci&r)^/?(Wf*5 Authority in a 
doubtRiI niatter, would bear a little boafting. ITiat 
Age did not affi>rd ^ n^an fuperiour to him in true Judg- 
ment, perhaps not his equal. But then it is but a fair re- 
queil, that thofe Homilies be not obtruded upon us for 
his/ of which it is very doubtful whether they be or not ; 
tboft^^ inftance to the People of Antioeb , tbsi Greek 
Gopits 'whereof could not be fptjn^ in jny Ancient Li*, 
brory.'^ • ! interpofe this,not foiftheftrVicc of a Osiufe,*btxt^ 
for. the .honour of St. ChryfoHcmy th$ri whom, lio injjjpLa- 
' * bottrids more with exhortations to prf v to God , upon 
chiyf. in 4. ;. :^<ift confiderations as thefe. Thou m^ a/wiys and in^ 
^^ c^a^Jyhc^aJl upon God, andfkdlt meet whhno dificultj ; for. 

there p^fio need tf Dmr-keepers tq httrodi^'fhet^'Stevoardi 
oYfrdcuratots, of Guards or ¥fieiids\ huf^Xfenyhou cme^ 
. , ^/ tbyfelf, then will be mo fi of all hear ]hee i even when, 
,, . ^ , . > V Heecjsefi none elfe. ff^e do no} fo effe^tiatt) iitcUn^ ' 
:v'\v X^bimwhe^Twein^hath others/, as-'ivhtk iterdo^ it fy our' 
feMsV I^ow^ii(an'be^-^el;8n<iiled'with^W 
■ ' " pa'flSges;CvifHi*, iftheybc^hi^,':dp'manifeftly lApl^ hii 
approbation of calling upon the Martyrs at their Memo^ 

ries) 
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ries) I cannot for my part underflond ; eQ>ecial(y that in 
the Conclufion of the Homily upon B^ririx, &c. which 
I ihaii examine by and by. For to aVoid contention a« 
bout a matter not nece{&ry to the Oaufe in hand, I will 
proceed upon that Teftimony , as if it were St, Chryfa^ 
§iom\ But whatever St. ChryfoHonis^ Opinion was con- 
cerning the thing it felf, I think it eamnot reafcMtably be 
denied, that we have bis Teftimony chat a was done'.- 
For defcribing the magnificence of the Monuments of the 
Saints, which were more fflenJid than the Palaces tfcbryf. in 2. 
Kings, not cnelyfor the greatnefi and Beauty cf their buildingy ^/ft- ^^ ^^ 
int which was more if for the great 'r^rt of devout peofk ''*"^*' ^^^'^ ^"• 
thither \ hegoesonthus : For thither even he that is clih 
tbedwith Purple^ goes to emhrate their Monuments f and 
laying hy his Siatelme^, he SianJs intr eating the Saints^ that 
they would intercede with God for him ; and be that 
wears a Crown d^res the Patronage of a Tent 'Ma* 
ker f and a Fifberman who. died long fnce. I cannot api 
prove CAwwfif/srcndringof thispdace, whofuppofes the 
Eraperour is here brought in (a) not intreating^ but one- ^ 

ly needing the intercefltoo of (he Saima. His Criticifm %tJ!^ * 
is too fdmle, and docs not well accord wich the place. 
fiut be that as it Will ; I miifl confeis a £ow intimations 
xrfthc Faftwill ferve to make me conclude, that very 
niany devout people did, befides their Prayers to God> 
which they made at the Memories of the Martyrs , in- 
treat alfo of the Martyrs themfelves the benefit of their 
Intercefltons to Gcd for tiuem ; and that bcicattfe it was 
genecaMy belicf^ed tiiat they were f«fent at their Mr- 
mories, • '• \ 'j ' 

For if fuch an Opinion fliould prevail amongft any 

confiderabie number of Chrifiians any where , that the 

Souls of Martyrs or otiier'&iiii^ ivjctt to be coctv^eried 

with 10 any certain place where the PcsofJe coul4 <?mit« 

^ ' withp 
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within their hoaring, ; k is hardly to be imagined that 
alU or indeed the moft, (hould reftrain themtei vies- from 
going thither to defire their Prayers, . And their Gaides, 
who themfclvcs believed the prefence of the Martyrs, 
would in all likelihood be more forward to commend 
them to reprove them for it, unlefi they fliould be well 
«ware of the ill oonfequences it might pioduce. And 
therefore I do not woncfer that this new conceit of the 
prefence of the Martyrs at their Memories^ fhould carry 
the Chrift ians of thofe times thither very frequently, and 
many erf* them to defire the Marn^rs to pray for them. 
This perfwaiion helped forward the Devotion of the 
Age, and was apparently countenanced by fome of the 
tiathers, and it (hould feem was wink^ at by all , one- 
ly StiAuJiin (eemed todoubt of it , as we fhall fee pre* 
(ently. 

But St Bafil made no ^ueftion of it, and therefore ma« 
jiifeftly approved the pr^iie that was grounded upon 
it For thus he fpeaks concerning the Memory of the 
Forty Martyrs . Here , (ays he , a Religious woman is 
dajii, in 40. found praying for her Children, and defiring afafe return for 
Mrtr* if^y HuslaM^ that is abroad^ and recovery for herfick Hus^ 
iand. And then he adds. Let your Vrayers he made with 
the Martyrs. I know this padage enforceth no more, 
than that the Prayers made in thofe places to God would 
excite the Martyrs to joy n their Interceifions with tho(e 
of the devout Chriftian. And perhaps St Bafil (eenis 
to approvethis way » more than catling upon the Manyrs 
themfelves, becaufehe fays, Let your Pn^ers he made with 
(not to) the Martyrs. But that fome Chriftians dkifpeak 
to theMarty rs too,and Were not reproved for it,is,I think, 
very plain from what St Bafil (ays in his Oration upon 
Mamas the Martyr : Tom remember the Martyr, fays he,. 
as many of you at have eujoyedhim in Dreams i as many of 

you 
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y&m as coming to this place r have had his help towards jour 
Prayer ; as many of you as having called to him (b) by name, l^lwT' 
have found him Prefent hy his works ; as many Travellers ^^h "«»»*• 
as he hath hrou^t home again i &c* For here I cannot but ^^^^ ^ ^^' 
think that Mamas his being called hy name^ fignifies more 
than a bare wi(h that he would pray for thofe that are 
fpoken of : Efpecially confidering how very natural it 
was for a belief of the prefence of the Martyrs in fome 
places, to breed the cullom of addrefTing to them i as a 
man would do to his Friend that is within the compals 
of hearing. So that I will not go about to put any other 
condru&ion upon thefe words, than this plain- one, that 
fome of St- Bafils Auditors had called to Mamas by name 
to pray for them, and toaffiftthem in the procuring of 
that which they had defired of God, or were about to de- 
fire of him. 

And here (to ufe the words of the excellent Bifhop - 

ZJjher) a man may eajily difcern the heeding of a Difeajiy and fuitTowJ- 
as it were the grudgings of that Ague^ that brake out after-^ Icngc, f. 444.' 
awards into a peflikntial Fever. 

I am not infenfible what colours this plain and honed; 
tlealing may afibrd to thofe of the Roman Communion » 
who do not feek for Truth , nor are willing that others 
ftiould find it. What will they now fay , but that we 
begin to confels theeftahlifment of the Invocation of Saints 
in the Fourth Age ? Monfieur de Meaux has faid it alrea- 
dy upon tefs occafion given. But we cannot help it if 
our Confciences be mifreprefentedby tht Artifices of fome 
of 'em, zndfupef^ciaSj looked upon by the reft. For my 
own part , I had rather another man ihould make a dil^ 
ingenuous advantage of my dealing truly in defence of 
' the Truth, than go about to take away from him the go 
cafion of ufing a pious Fraud, by being guilty of a pious 
K Fraud my fei£ 
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Bat I will flow heboid to fay, that there is fo vafi« 
difiorenoe between the .pra£tife ofibme Chriflians in the 
Fourth AgCt who reconciled tbemfelves to the (Vayeis 
of the Martyrs; and between the Invocation of Siintj;,. 
which is now pra£fcifed and trontended for in the Church 
of Rrni^ ; that the allowance of tlie former will by no 
means infer the latter : The fore-tnentioned great man 
has (hewn the difference infeveral particulars wey worth 
every honefl and prudent mans confideration, that de- 
nu from V. fi'^sto infom himfelf in this matter. And to hkn I fl»ll 
44*5*10 ;. 457. the radier refer the . inqaifitive Reader for them ; be- 

caufel will here add two other differences which may of 
tbemfelves befufficient to (hew that Monfieur 'dt Meaux 
whe fays web^hi to acknowledge tBat the {nvocatimef 
Saints was efiahlijhed in the Fourth Age^ would be very 
much beholden to us, if we ihould make fuch an Acknow- 
lodgment. For when the Trwh comes to be under- 
iloodi it amounts to this, and ciomore: That there 
were bat ibnie ieginnings and {kfs made towards this 
praftife, at the latter end of the Fourth Age ; and thtt 
th!tkhegaxat%s^ci:tmt 

For mil; Tte inftsmces produced to (hew that devout 

people were wont to recommend themfelves to tl» 

Praycre of the Martyrs, do generally fhew that they did 

it at the re^&ive Memories of thofe Martyrs, where the 

Martyrs were believed to be withki hearing ; which, as 

I ihall prefentiy fiiew , makes a great difference in the 

cafe. In the mean time, I do not affert that it was iini* 

ver&lly bdievcd that the Souls <3f the Martyrs were 

Aug.^OaA prefent at their Memories ; for St.As(fiin himfdf durft 

pioMonidsy ]K« affirm it; and though he thought nien fared the bet* 

?• *^* tcr lor the Prayers of the Martyrs , yet whether they 

heard thole wbD catted to them at tiieir Memories, or 

where-ever elfe they were thought to have ^peaied^ 

he 
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he profi^fled that it pailed the ilrcqgth of hk Uoidcrfiaa- 
cTing ; and this although he allow^ greater priviledgjss 
to the Martyrs^ than to other Saint& St. Auliin could 
not digeft an Opinion , that St. Hierom indeed nuuJe na 
difficulty to admit, that a Martyr could at the iame time 
be in places very diftant from one another. He that^.^^^^ ^j^. 
will confiilt St. Hierom about his realbn, may find it in vigiiant.Tom; 
a little compafs ; and when he has done, he will be (atis- 2- p« i s9« 
fied that I do not forbear the mentioning of it for any 
di(advdntage it would bring to our Caufe. But that 
which I at prefent aflert, is this : That where we find th^ 
Faitliful defiringany relief by the Prayers of the. Martyrs 
(whether they prayed to the Martyrs themfelves,or not) 
we dill find them at the proper Mpmories of thofe Mar- 
tyrs. Thus St. Bafil, juft now quoted : Tou that coming 
to This ? LACE have fomdhim an heifer to your 
Prayer. Thus St. Hiermn alio reprefents Conllantia at 
the Tomb oiHilarion in the relation already mentioned 
And thus St. AuHin in that famous Chapter of Miracles 
done, by the Memories of Martyrs , wnere that relief ^.^^gf* ^^^ 
which was liippofed to be obtained by the Twenty Mar* 
tyra> wasasjked at their Memory ^ and npt at Su StefhetCs ; 
as St. St^ghen.^as fuppofed to help thofe that prayed at 
his Memory. In like manner St. Chry/oHom^ whobriog^ 
in th&Emperour doiagthat honour to the Apoflles St 
PeAsr and St» FW, 9&toHand intreatinz their Prayers; 
St. ChjjfoSiom^ I %« intri)dj,ices him to 3ieir MmmmwtSf 
w Memm-ies , wliese it was thajt this hooi;)m[ y^ss dooe 
to them. ilkodfointheOratioauponB^rM^i trjjfdace 
CiCDmnina^wt find this exhortation : Let w. not omly u> chrjf. Tom. 
im^thk [Annlverfary] iR?j?Wii/, lat ufm other days alfo s-Hom-^s* 
^chcbfe:t0 them J and int/^at them that m mM, chain 
thrir PatrMOff^ Tb^faffeobf^^va^ionhokl^. ifyou^ 
U th^^OrjI^fan ujoijthe ^^j[0^nMartyi^s, and.to that i* Tom. 5. 

Mi upon 
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upon Ignatius ; and indeed it holds fo generally that ie 
ihould in reafon interpret any place that mentions In va« 
cation of the Martyrs, where it is not evidently exprefled 
Aui.AtOaA that it was done at their Memories ; I mean as I faid be- 
ubi fuprJ. Iqj.^^ ti^gjf refpe^ive Memories : Unlefs fome other place 
be diftinftly mentioned , as in that place of St. Auffiff 
now referred to, where the prefence of the Martyr out of 
his Memory was fuppofed to be witnefled by his appear-- 
ingy or by his works. But this was very extraor^jinary. 
The ufual way of folliciting the Prayers of a Martyr, 
was to go to his Memory. 

The nardeft paflage of all to be accounted for by this 
Rule, is that of St Amhrofe^ where he tells the Widows 
that the Angels are to be intreated as well as the Mar- 
A h r.T>t *^'^* ^^^ though later times have found Reliques of 
viduBToim4-^»g^/jf yet they had none then. The whole place is 
CoL 505, 50^, fomcthing obfcure, yet I will try to give t jie bed account 
of it that I can. His bufinefs was to perfwade Widows to 
continue unmarried;and he tellsthem,that by good works 
^nd devotion^they would gain the affiftancc of the Prayers 
of the Apoftles and Martyrs, who would now help thofe 
that were not a-kin to them, as effedually as they helped 
their kinred by their Prayers , when they were upon 
Earth. And then he has thefe words : I would to God 
that there wasfomelody who could fo readily pray for ut; 
w indeed that very Peter who prayed for his wives Mother, 
and Andrew his Brother \ for then they were able to obtain 
, for their kinred^ now they can obtain for us and for all. I 
can make nothing of this, but that St. Ambrofe was not 
fore St. Peter zm St. Andrew were near enough to have 
their Prayers defired , or to be fpoken to ; thou^ the 
beft way to engage their Prayers , and to have them 
near us, was to abound in Alms and Devotion. But 
then bcadds ; Tbe^ Angels are to be intreated, who 

ire 
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are given to us to be our Guardians : The Martyrs are to he 
wtreatod, vobofe Patronage we feem to challenge after a fort ^ 
ty having the Pledge ^ their Bodies. They can pray a^ 
gainfi our fins who have wafhed away their own fins ^ if they 
bad any f by their own Bloud. So that the conclufion 
feems to be this : that although the beft way of enga- 
ging all the Apoftles and Martyrs, was to abound in 
Alms and Prayers, yet it would be very good alfo for 
every one to intreat his Guardian-^ir^^/ to pray for him, 
and to defire the lame of thofe Martyrs whole Reliques 
were a Pledge of their nearneji and prefence. If this be 
not the meaning of St. Jmbrofe, ( for I do not love to be 
confident about the meaning of a place that is not very 
clear ) I (hall be glad to be better inllruAed'* If it be, 
this is a farther confirmation of what I have obferved, 
that the calling upon Martyrs in thofe days, went by 
their Reliques and Memories, And by the way, this 
(ingle inuance of advifing to intreat the Angels too, 
leems to proceed upon the common reafon, viz. a fuppo- 
fition of the prefence of thofe Angels, that God had 
given for our Guard. And it was a current Opinion a- 
mongft fome of the Greek Fathers, ( whom St. Ambrofe 
ftudied and imitated very induftrioudy ) that every 
good man had his Angel ; though I am not fatisfied that 
any but St. Ambrofe carried the Opinion to this conclu- 
fion, that men ihould intreat their Angels to pray for 
them. 

So that notwithftanding the (insularity of St. ^m^r^ 
in advifing to call upon Angels, I tee little reafon why he 
ihould be thought to fpeak in this faihion, meerly be- 
caufe he was in compariibn but a Novice in Chrifti^uiity, 
when he wrote this Book. Tbwards the end of his Ufe 
be feemed to be as food as ever he had been of the Re- 
liques of Martyrsi and very defirous to make his Prayers 

over 



PdMiinus in over thenii MFauHnus may be beKeved ; who^obfehred' 

be had never heenfem to frc^ h^wfte^ tkis^ufos a taktn tbap 
he knew hy Revektim the Boiy offomc^ Mtrtyr tp^ He hid 
thereabouts. So that although the Bodies he theafpeafcs 
of were foon tranflated into the Church of the Apoftles^ 
yet St- Ambrefe would loofe no time, but went forth- 
with to fey his Prayers to God at the places where they 
lay buried, and probably enough to fpeak to them too ; 
believing that they were' there near enough to obferve 
and hear him, and that they would affift him with theff 
Prayers. 

Thus Sozomen tells us, that theodopm going out of 

Conflantinople in his Expedition againft Eng^nius, and 

l^^'^^*^'* coming to the feventh mile, there * prayed to GoJ, and 

Tvhn^iauSi^m likewife t caBed to John the Baptifi to help him. I /hall 

so^\ih.7. QQ^ ^^^ jQ |j^fj(^ yp^j^ (l^g difference of Expreffion, 

praying to Gody and calling to the Sain«, thougti feveral 
inftadces might be produced in favour of fuch an obfep- 
vation. For here alfo we find that the place where the 
JiW.cfti. Emperour prayed te God, and withal caSed upon the 
Baptifiy was no other than that Church which he t^d 
built for a Memory of St. John BaptiCL For it feems^ 
certain Monks of^ the Macedmian Merefie were &id tti 
have found the Head of the Baptift ae Memfalem ; 
whidi after feveral removes, was at laft brought by Tbe^ 
odofius to Conftantinofle^ in the Suburbs whereof he i$§^ 
ried it, and er^&ed a fiately Church oT/er it. So that 
here the Relives of the Martyr wwe a Pledge of his 
Prefence and Patronage ; and here it was that theodefi- 
us did not ondy pray to God^ but called to theSaimfor 
Ku$ii.vs^ his Affiftance too. Ri^tu Mdeed talk usi that he 
hb.2.c,33. j^ygjjj jj^jp y^ ^ interceiBon of other Saints; but 

where was it > Not here at St. Joht^Y^^ hkmxy-, 

but 
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but where the Relifues of the Apofiks and Martyrs were 

kept, that is in other Memories. But when the Empe- 

rour was come into Italy y and had the Enemy before 

ktm in the Fktd ; though we Bad that he prayed, yec 

there is not the kail intimation of calling upon the 

B^tifi, or upon any other Saint there. It is onely faid, 

that profiitutim himfilf upon the ground, he prayed with ^^^* ^^^' 7- 

tears f and Goaprefently heard his Prayers. But though ^* **' 

the Vi&ory was without all queftion to be afcrHed to 

Cod^ yet Sozomeu relates a firange flory , which he had 

takeni as it feemsi upon common repcxu how the Devil 

afcribed it to J^ the Bapifi. For the fame day that 

the Battel was fcii^ht^ man pofleded being in the Church 

of St. fohn Baptiftr w^s heaved up vtcj high from the 

ground, and the Devil that was in him^ railed at the ibid. 

BaptiS , and reproached hm for havi^ lofi bis head ; but 

yet could not focbear coning to liim in this manner : 

Thou overcMieJi me^ -and defeateft my Army. I confels I 

am apt to fufpeft: foul {4ay in this prank of the Devil, if 

it were true; and do believe, that God ought to' have 

had the Glory, not a whit the le& for the Devils giving 

it to the Saint. But foch kind of reports v^&ct made 

ufe of to confirm People in an opinion of the prefence of 

the Martyrs at their Memories, ( for the Devil's (peak- 

|pg to JiJm the Baptift here, was his acknowledgment of 

it ) and in the practice of makirjg addreiTes to them 

there upon that acceuot. 

Nothing yet appears to the contrary, but that they 
whotiuM^ttheMtrtyrs heard when they were fpokea 
to, belie\^d their prefence to be limited to fome certain 
places, in tfae<x)mpa(s of which they were within hear* 
ing* Snt I am not to vain as to undertake that there 
were none in thofe d^s who caUed upon the Martyrs in 

oU places indJifiereot^ : For white the Great men of 

that 
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that Age feemed to give a full fcope to that ftrain of 2ea! 
towards the Martyrs which was now going forward, it 
is to be feared rather, ( though no fuch thing appears ) « 
that forae of the people made no difference between cal- 
ling upon their Martyrs at their Menwriess or anywhere 
' elfe. And fo it certainly was when one of thofe Ser- 
SiYtn. di FefL mons was written that are fafely attributed to St. Am^ 

But 'tis enough for my prefent purpofe, that the cu- 
ftom of calling upon the Martyrs at their refpeftive Me- 
mories, was as yet very notorious. And this indeed 
was the ground of that Scoff of Figiiantius, for which 
mfYom. Adv. St. Hierom chaftifes him fo feverely : What^ fays he, are 
Vigil, ubh fu' ^^^ g^^^^ r ^f^ Martyrs therefore fo fond of their own 

Ajhes > do they hover about theih, and are always prefent 
with them , left perhaps if any one comes to pray, they 
fhould he aifent, and incapable of hearing him .•* To the 
matter of which Queftion, St. Hierom wasalmoft fiknt j 
but he }a(hes him for abufmg and laughing at the Re- 
iiques of the Martyrs. The truth is, Figilantius had hit 
Jthat Popular Opinion, that the Martyrs were very much 
prefent with their Reliques, and confequently, that the 
beft Way to be fuie of them, was to go to the Churches 
where their Reliques were, unlefs ( which happened very 
feldom ) they fhould difcover a particular affeftion to 
fome other place, a& St. Hilarion did to the Garden of 
Cyprus^ after his Reliques were ftoln out of it. 

Now therefore as the firft Addrefles that were made 
to the Martyrs had not the nature dvfrayer or Religious 
Invocation in any other re^ed, fo neither in this, that 
they afcribed Omniprefence to the Saints or Martyrs, For 
not onely the Belief o^ that Age, but the Fra&ice of it 
too, in feeking the Interceffion of the Saints, limited their 
prdence to tome determinate places, and generally to 

their 
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tbir r^feSive Msmries, Tliey^ thsrf catlttl ^peA «ie' ^^^ : o 
Sunts at ail, did not va^i^^^^. 4caJ4 upon Ition In "H^' .r. . . .^> 
pbee, but ( if we may g^lii^ 't^e gen^ad ^>rafti§i# fifd^^ 
fudi particular inftances as we have ) they kiOocated* 
them in fome certain place onely, where they were 
thought to be within hearing. Nor can I find that they 
thought it reafonable to fpeak lb much as to one Sainr, 
at the Memory of another ; but rather to every Same at 
his own. 

Which makes the Addrefles of thofe times to the Mar- 
tyrs, very different from the Invocation of Saints in the 
Church of Rmi, which bath let her Ghiklreet loofe to 
qill upon every Saint in every plaice , as oceafion re^' 
quires; and hasfurnifhed them' with Litanief of Sap^lh^ 
cation to all the Saints, to be yskd in all places of the 
World. 

He that cannot fee a wide difierence becwoea iAxeSs 
two things, can fee nothing. The firft praftke of all, 
fetting afide the ill confeauenoes of it, was to&y Ihe' 
worft of it, but a harmlefs Superftition ; ttuir is, when as 
yet the Reiifues of ths Martyrs were intire, and thei^e 
was but one Memory to one. The next ftep indeed was 
ibmething dangerous, which beg^ alfo in this A^« and 
that was allowing fome of them ieveral Meniorfe^ in di- 
flant places, at every one d* which, I believe th^wtere' 
Ipoken to by fome or other ; thot^ it was yet pretty 
well, that they confined them all within fome bounds.' 
But the4aft Pjradice isjan intolerafcie' Afftofit co^ D^ 
vjuie Msgefty, becaufe itL^oes in efEtft j£feribe Otkn^e'^ 
fendc. taa;^reature. The progmls vf (he joifiMitf mx^ 
fo ioudl a b^innim^ to Co. iihranjgd a cpiidttfion, was plain* < 

ly this i By difpeilqg th9>Sldiqnes of €ae^fax^ Martyrs 
lata twoneir ^ooi:^ ^m. ko|^hintt»iai9iy phd^, their' 
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Ji»J^«|: that to fpeak the Truth, not incbnfiderably in the next 
dlw^ '^^ as appears by Thea/oret ; and fo by dq^rees they 

were allowed a ^eater; and by the help of new Re* 
liques ( when the old ones would bear dividing no lon- 
ger ) ftiU a greater compafs of prefence ; till at laft Su- 
perftition and worldly Policy together, would not allow 
any bounds at all to be fet to their prefence, but would 
have them caieiupon no leis than God in all places 
whatfocver. 

This account of the latter Praftices of the fourth Age 
in this matter, and of the grounds of their Pradice, may 
perhaps deferve to be added to a great many others, 
wheretqr the difference of the Addrefles to the Martyrs 
iothatAge^ from the Am;^;! Invocation of Saints, has 
been fhewn* I ihall fay no more of it, than that it may 
appear fair and reafonable to any man that fhall take the 
paips to compare one thing with another. At leaft, it 
deiefves feme coniideration, becaufe if the Addrefles that 
were made in that Age to the Martyrs, were limited to 
fome certain places ; it will deftroy an Appeal to that 
Age for an Invocation which is unlimited, and afcribes 
Omniprefence to the Saints. And therefore if in align- 
ing this difference, I have proceeded upon a miftake of 
the Pradice of that Age, the Gentlemen of the Church 
of Rme arc oonceraed to Ihe w it. And when they do, it 
will be my part to ihew that I am not fond of a Mothnt 
but can with more eafe rejed it, when it appears to be 
falfe, tt^n. I entertainisd it while it ieemed to be true. 

But then X. As the AcUrefles oPthe Fourth Age to the 
Saints y^trt not jvoperly fleligious Invocations/ fb nei- 
ther w&r^thtjeftaili/beam theChurcb* There was no 
publick Rute or Order fcr them, but they were wholly 
theefiefts of a private and yduntary Zeal, encourag^ 
by (bme of cfabGuidesc£ t^Cbgrca, ind perhaps con- 
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nived at byall. They were, I fey, theadioosof Ibii^ 
ny (mgltCbrijUans in behalfofthemfelves or their near 
Relations, but no part of the eftabiiflied Service of the 
Church. The Zifn/gw were every where (till the feme, 
and none but God was called upon in the Service per- 
formed at the Religious Aflcmbhes of the Church. If 
the pretended Catholicks could (hew a Change in the 
Service of the Church about this time, favouring the 
Invocation of Saints, that indeed were fbmething. But 
then they muft not refer us to the fhameful Interpola- 
tions of St. Chryfofiom's, and other ancient Litui^ies. It 
were an eafte matter to be very large upon this Head, 
but for a reafon I Ihall mention prelently, we will for 
the prefent go no farther than to St. Auftin. For if his 
Authority be of any weight with themi they will (ee that 
whatever was done in the way of private Worfliip by 
fingle Perfons, there was no change of the ^ Service of 
the Church in this refpeft, but that God onely was invo; 
cated in the ftated Aflemblies of the Faithful. Let us 
therefore hear what St. Aujlin feys. The Gentiles^ faith 
he, have huilt Temfks^ raifed Altars^ and ordained Tttefisj p^ ^.^.^^ ^^^ 
and offered Sacrifices to their Gods. But tk do not ereS lib. aa. c lo. 
Teniples to our martyrs, as if they voereGodSy hut Merno^. 
ries as to dead men, wboje Spirits live with God. Nor do 
we ereH Altars upon which to facrifice to Martyrs $ but to 
one God onely do we offer , the God ^^Msrtyrs, and our Godi 
at which S aerified j as men of God who in confeffing him have 
overcome- the Wortdi they are named in their place and 
order f hut they are not invoedted by the FfieSi who faerie 
fices. 

St. Auflin plainly fpeaks of the publick Sfervice of the 
Church at the Aflfemblics of the Faithful, in which, if 
we will take his word, no Addrefles wereinade^ but to 
God onely. And he exprefly feys that the Prieft who 
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.adBii&i(fa*€d>(b&Sei?vicei did noc lavoeate the Martyr^ 
but named them in order, as men that had overcome the 
World , that is, gave Thanks and Prayers .to God for 
them. And here I am much miflaken, or elfe there is 
an obfervable difference intimated between the volunta-* 
ly Addrefles of fingle Perfons to the Martyrs at their 
Mem^ies^ and between the mention that was made of 
the Martyrs when the Faithful aflembled for the ordi« 
nary Service of God at the iame Memories : For when 
in voluntary and private Devotion, the Saints were 
fpokento, itwasftili at their refpe&ive Memories i but 
in the Ailemblies of the Churdi for Divine ^ervic^ they 
were indifferently mentioned in their place and order^ 
at all the Memories of the Martyrs, but not invocated. 
But that which I chiefly obferve, is this : That neither 
was the Martyr, whofe Memory was the place of God's 
publick Servioe, invocated in the Prayers of the Qiurch ; 
10 that even the Addrefles of that Ag^ to a Martyr at 
his impn Memory, . were not eftablifhed. by the Order and 
Service of the Gmrch, but left to the voluntary Zeal of 
fipgle Perfons. 

And thenfore thofe Paflages of this Father referred 

to by ^ ie Mkaspc, make nothing for Invocation of 

Saints. St Anfiin, it feems, ( though it was a (ingular 

*0eVCTb. Opimon of his ) thought it a»^ injury to a Mmrtyr /# 

Apoft. Scnn. fray for him, hy wbqfe Vrayers we ourfelves are to ie com* 

^' mended y and therefore the Martyrs^ were not mentioned 

la that place of tl^ Service where other dead Perfom 

were owmiemorAteJ , viz. thofe for whom Prayer was 

t Traftit. in made. And fays he, f At the Holy Table toe donotfo 

'^'** *"•• commemorate them as we do others that red in peace, viz. 

as thofe ^r whom wepray% but rather as thofe that fray 

for us, that we may tread im their ftefs. Now though 

Su An/fin was one of thofe that doubted whether the 
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Martyrs, y^ he doubted not that the Martyrs prayed . 
for the Faithful , which is ail that can be proved feom 
tbefe places. But what is this to the Invocation of / 
f hem, which St. Atifiin alfo exprefly denies, in faying that 
they are not immated ly the Prkji who Sacrifices f 

And here we moft rememberwhat the Ancient Fathers 
meant by tbs Cbrifiian Sacrifice^ Not only the Oblation 
of Bread and Wine brou^t by all the People, and pre- 
fented at the Holy Table, with the Prayers of the Prieft, 
nor onety the Confecration of thofe Elements afterwards 
to be the Memorials of Chrifls Body and Blood, which; 
they firft laid before God , land then diftributed to tte 
Faithful ; I iay , we mufl remember that they did not 
onely mean thele vifibk Sacrifices , but likewife all the 
Pktiyers, Praifes, and Thankfgivings of the Church, which 
were Vecdl Sacrificeis, together with Centritum ef Heart f 
andall/iM«r Affe£lims anfwerable to the Outward Sacri- 
fices ; by which the Faithful offered up * themfelves a * AifAChih 
Sacrifice to God* This was that Reafmahk Service, and '^ *^ ^* ^* 
wthloudySacr^ce, which the Prieft in behalf of- all the 
Ptople, iblemnly o&red up toGod. So that SiLAuftin's 
meaning is this: That the Faithful being ailembkd at 
the Memories of the Martyrs for Divine Service , the 
Martyrs are not Invocated by the Prieft in any part of 
die.Adminiflration* And therefore the diftinftion of 
Sacrificial and Extra^ifictal Prayers will not avoid this . 
TeilimoOT:, fifice the Prayers of the Faithful at their Re- . 
Ugioas A^oblies, were all Sacrificial Jhvfas 9 as bong; 
part of the Chrifiian Sacrifice^ 

And St.Aufiin, wbofe Teftimony liiis is^ did in thk 
notiQiitf SacBificc , ^ dearly. Mow tbe I)oiftniie X)# tte : 
mof€ Anient ^hers :' her m^Qlfirue 'y iakhvhe v 4hat x^a, c. 5. 
VBhere^faidi«»eiUdniat bm»Sac^^ 
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that he mil have Sacrifice. He willetb not the Sacrifice of 
ajlain Be aft ^ ^hut he will have the Sacrifice of a contrite 
Heart. And afterwards he addeth thefe inftances , as 
' the Ancients had done before him. The Pfalmift larth. 
Offer untm God thefacrifice of praife , and pay thy vows to 
the Mod Highf and call upon we in the day of triiulatiotfg 
and I will deliver thee^ and thoujhalt glorifie me. 

'Xis true, tliat he fometimes difiinguiifaeth the vifiife 
Oblations of the Church, from Prayers and Praifes ; as 
Ibid- c. ip. where he argues, that tlie vifihle Sacrifices are to be of- 
fered up to God onely ; whofe vifihk Sacrifice we our 
feives are in our hearts ; as in vocal Frayer and Praije 
we pray to God, and praife him onely, to whom we ofi 
fer the devotion of the Heart. But though in that place 
he doth not call Prayers and Praifes, Sacrifices , as he 
doth elfewhere very frequently ; yet even there he ta- 
kethit for granted, that when the Faithful were afiem- 
bled for praying to God and praifiiig him, they addrefled 
themfeives to none but to Him. . * 

It is fo plain even from this Father, that the Invocati- 
on of Martyrs and Saints, was no part of the Service of 
the Church, that I have thought fit to infift onely upon 
hisTeftimony; efpecialiy fince Monfieur^ Meauxhas 
been pleated to bring in the words of the Council of 
Trent ^ explaining their pfadife in Invocatiogthe Saints: 
Becaufefm^he, the Council doth almoft rnake ufe of tho 
very words of this Holy Bijbop. Let us firft near the 
words (Stilus Council : The Church does not offer Sacrifi^ 
cestoJhe.SaintSf hut to God alone ^ who has Crowned them^ 
The Vriefi alfo does not addrefi himfelfto St. Peter and St. 
Paul,^^i«jg,^ cffer up to you this Sacrifice ; hut rendring 
tbanks^oGodforthm f^iSories, be demands THEIR 
. ^S^JSTAV(^B,to the end that thofe wbrfe Memory 
mo cerate uponBiorthr would vouchfafc tofr^ for tts in 
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Heaven. Now let us hear the words of St.AuHitif in 
that place to which Monfieur de Meaux refers. But we 
Jo^t appoint Temples J Priefihoods.Holy Rites, andSacri* 
fees to the Martyrs y hecaufe not They, tut their God is our 
God. Indeed^ we honour the Memories of the Martyrs as 
of holy men, &c- But who of the Faithful ever heard the 
Prieft.fianding at the Altar, though erehedfpr the Honour jyj^ m, ^ ^ 
andWorfhip ^ God, over the holy Body of a Martyr, to fay 27- 
in the Prayers, I offer Sacrifice to thee , Peter, or Paui, 
or Cyprian ; when at their Memories 'tis offered to God^ 
who made them both Men and Martyrs, anaajfocidted them 
to the Angels in heavenly glory ; that ly this folemnity we 
may give thanks to the True God for their FiStories , and 
that we hy renewing inourfelves the remembrance of them^ 
wiay he excited hy imitating them to firrve for fuch drowns 
and Palms as they have obtained f THE S AMEf^^demk" 
True God BEING INFO CAT ED FOR OVRl'i^L!^'^ 
ASSISTA NCE. It feems there is alnwH no difference 
made by putting the Saints inftead of God. Let Mon- 
fieur de Meaux lay his hand upon his Heart , and tell us 
boneftly for once, whether Eodem invocato in Auxilium^, 
do not refer to the True God fpoken of before, and not 
to the Saints ? And if fo, what there is in this paf^ge.of 
the Holy Bifbop ^ that makes for the Invocation ol 
Saints? 

And now Monfieur de Meaux , may go on. as long as p^^^ . 
he thinks fit to make Triumphs, upon onx Acknowledge' tcr,^, a^. 
ment, that during the Fourth Century , the Church defired 
the Prayers of Martyrs > md howi^ed Retigues. For he 
pes QVi in this ftrain ^ in his \oXtPaftoral Letter , where 
edaims io Tragically againft thofe that, (if you wOl 
believe him^ charge Idolatry upop the Illufirious Fourth 
Aff s,ye4 that very Age wherein the Prophecies of the . 
Kinpimofjefui Cmifi were acemplifbedmore mawfeflly.^ 
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than ever ; when the Kings cfthe Earth till then Perfioiten 
of the tJame efjefns ^became according to the Ancient Oracles , 
his Adorers. My Lord the Biftiop ot Meaux knew when it 
was convenient to ufe the ftile of a pcrfefl: Gentleman. 
But fince he wrote his Expofition, the Cafe of fome of hk 
Cbuntrey-men is ibmething altered , though the Casfo 
be the fame. Nw the Blafphemies of the Proteftants 
put him into fits of Amazement , and he cannot tdi 
what Horrour they are worthy of. But to do him right, 
he keeps true to one old principle, that will I believe be 
dear to him as long as he lives .* . Once more , my Bretb* 
ren, let us not dijfute, let us not run into Controverfie. No^ 
by no means ; tor it is much eafier to declaim y than to 
difput^y to take things for granted, than to prove them ; 
and to makegMf r^ourifliesi than to enter into extmi« 
ilation d[ particulars. What can be more eafie than to 
exclaim in thisnaanner ? the Ambrofes, the Augudioes, 

. P^ «o. the Hieroms, the Gregories ijf Nazianzene, the Bafilius'x, 
and the Chr}rfoftomes, whom aU Chrifiians have refpeSed 
even till now as the Dolors cf truth ! But hold a little ; 
if great Names will do the bufinefs, let us fee what we 
can do in this kind : ** Can you endure, my Brethren^ thcfe 
" who have forfaken the Ireneus^s , the JuJHn^MartyrSf 
^ the Clemens'^ oi Akxandria,i[!tit tertuUians, ih^OrigenSf 
** the Cyprians f the Athanafius% whom all Chriftians do pre- 
*' tend even now toreJpeS as DoSors of truth? Thofe, my 
'^ Brethren,ihzx were more Ancient than th&AmhrofesJ^c. 
'^and mbft of whom lakldown their liv^ in 'aGWiious' 
^^ Marty rdofflt which none of the other did f ^t is trwe^ 

P^ ap* ** Brethren^ that fome part of the Propbeciesw^hMkd^ 
^^when, the Empire todc the Church into itsprccejlkxi^ 
*' but we dooot findit was foretold aifo, that tbe<2hri* 
^^ fiians oF tiat Agewould be wifer or better tfaw tb^ 

p. a * ^^qre&ther$. DoesootMonfieor de Mami.iSEl^ m^itlDtt^ 
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^^ Antkbrijt nmfi come accar4i'% t^ the PreJ^ims ef the 
^Af^Us. But whpn that happjms, the times are not to 
<< be mudithe fetter for it. It was the admirable good- 
^* ne6 of God^ to Crown ^t Church at laft with Peace 
•• and Glory. But do i^ot think tfie Autljority ofthat 
^ Age is to be regarded the more, bccaufe it was lHuftrtoui 
^* for tl^e Wealth and SflenJor of this World, lead bjr the 
•' feme reafon you fhould uodervalue the Authority of 
^ the more Ancient Ages i which were JQuJirious for no* 
" tiling but Truth, zmGoSnefiyzrii Martyr dim ; .wbich 
*' if you fliould do, my Brethren , might we not well 
•* cry out , Oh prodigy , unheard of amongH ChriHians! 
th^t we fhould .^e^in to thipk it a better mark of a 
fW'e Church, tohave it iij its power to perfecute others, 
•* than to enduf e perieciition her jfelfafter the example 

4t isine^iie matter to requite a Declamation. But 
would yhot the Biftjop 6£ Mekux fay to this, that the 7r^ 
W»/i, &c do not .condemn what is now praftifed in 
the ,eh\^r(;h of, I(vme > So do we fay that we* ^rt far from 
diarginft the. -^^g/^j, 6cc witn idolatry; and'th^t 
the^^^jW JhdF^^ ^-^'H^^ >«h refpeft to 
theJpplhtstfi^i:^^^^ uppn, arete daftly difleireh^ 
^hat we riowfe the Church i!X' Apniei that if ]the 
C/iurch of /fWf be Idolatrous,* jit does by no meaM%U 
low, th^t the Fourth Age was ^ - . 
to difputing at kft, \iTCtner we 
th^e quefti9ps , to amr purpqfe 

' fl^yeihewn the -nmileps that were made towards the 
ifypo^atloHffS^intSfW^ t coi^els is aiilnhovation main- 

tioed l^r ^e C^ ,6f !^^^ihat o^ g^ll the reft" bids' the 
ireft f&r !;AntK^uity : Becade t^^^^ " AddreG 

to Martyrs li^ 6y irfa\^ ^^Bnh ahd'^^oMHiended tjV 
tome ($f theWrs ipv^^^^ 

\j ^ge* 



•n 



p8 / Images difatlowed 

Age, ^I'hich looks fomething like it , till you come neac 
to examine the matter throughly. But then you may 
difcern fo confiderable a difierenoe, that 'tis a vain thing 
to pretend that the ttevocatum tfSamtt^ as now praftifed 
in the Churdi of i^MNT, was as Ancient as the ConcluTioa 
of the Fourth Age. All that we need to grant, is this : 
That thofe hefftmmgs are io Ancient , whidi firft did 
give occafion to it, and which with the help of Iffwraitcc 
and Suferflition did at length bring it into the Church. 

§ lO. 

Hitherto the Honour done to the Martyrs was that of 

Founding Churches upon their Reliques,^ frequenting 

them^both for the publick Service of God ^ and for prit 

vate Devotions^ in which the Martyrs themfelves were 

fometimes called upon, as if they were prefent at their 

Memories. But this was done before their Images 

came to be fet up in the Church , fo much as for Orna« 

mentj and long before they were thought of for Wor- 

fhip. We have already noted the ASt oiEphhamuSy in 

tearing- the Pidure of CbriHt or ibme other Saint , (foe 

he knew not well what it was ) which he found upon a 

Feili An ad: of Indignation fo much the more remarks 

able, becaufe the Church where it was done was in the 

mifon. Tonu.Dioqefsofy^ibyBifbc^of^^rjvy^/mf, to whom therefore 

|. £p. 60. y^Eptfhanm thought nt to give an account of it in that E- 

*"* piftle which is to be iecn in St. Hierom's Works : And 

,the reafon he gives for what he did, is as remarkable as 

the Adion was. When Ifaw this in a Church rfChriff, 

.that the PiSliireifa man/hauUlhe banged up therCiOgitinB 

tift Authority rfthe Scriptures, I tare it, &c. And again, 

I intreat thee to command \the freshyters of that pJLact, to 

. provide for the future , that fucb Foils being [contrary to 

what 



inthefmtthAge. .^p 

what our ReUgm alki»s 9 may not he hapged up in the 
Church of ChriH. 

But as for the Images of Martyrs and Saints p why 
Ihould I go about to prove- that they were not yet 
brought into Churches , when the pretended CathoUcks 
are fain to give reafons why they were hardly to be met 
witkamongfl; Chriftians even out of Churches, Petavi^ 
us excufeth the matter thus : The Images rf CbriH and 
the Saints toere not ufedj leH they jhomd be taken iy the 
rude and unskilful people^ for Idols ^ to which they Jhad been 
accufiomed. And afterward : Images are not evil cf?ctxY.i>oem. 
themJelveSf nor forbidden ^y any Law of God; neverthelep, ^'•^ "r®"*^^ 
that nofhadow ofSuper^ition and Idolatry ^ might give of ^!^^^ ^g^. 
fence to the tender ^ and, as I may fay y the ui^etled tninds <j 
Christians , and that the Gentiles might not obje^ to ihofe 
of our Religion who abhorred Idols f anddiffwaded men from 
themjthat thenfelves alfo had certain Images of their own ; 
is likely they were butfparingly tfedfor about thefrSi Four 
Azes, all which time the abominable IVorfhip of Devils in 
laols, together with a mo fl cruel vexation of the Chriiiian 
namOr went on. At length the Fifth Age being come, after 
fhat,the Church had gained her freedom, and began boldly 
to Hretch forth her arms. Images bej^n to appear in moff 
places,, and were fhewn in Temples and Oratories; whereas 
. hitherto though they had been infvne ufe, yet they were not 
to hefeeiKfo promifcuoujly and frequently. In good time ! 
But if f ucb a maa fs Petavius couid have (hewn any ufe 
of Images all this while that any . Art could draw to his 
purpofe» he had not fervo) ^eCaule with this mifera- 
ble account of the kte ^tihg up of Images.,^ Withjhe 
like to which^S^/iM^rM £it]sfied nimfelf, as to the filehce 
of the Scriptures about the Worfliip of Saints, as we have 
already feen. Now to make this appear likely, he inHAs 
Qp9pit/ that the Al^^ agaiinft the Temples 
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iitA Attars of tlib Heithms , thotigh ^toa peace and li- 
berty was given tothe Church, the Christians had magni- 
ficent Churches and Altars of their own. But nothing can 
be more vain, for from the firft the Church had its AI* 
tars or holy Tables, and its holy Places too, fuch as the 
times would permit. And therefore this loliance dotlx. 
not i«ich to the Cafe of Images which they had not. 
But where the ftate rf tlie Controverfie lay between the 
Chriflians and the Heathens about Temples aiid Altars^, 
and what was the difference between the one and theo- 
thcr, istoo long to inferthcre ; and therefore I refer the 
Reader to Mr. /Utile's Difcourfe concerning Churches, . 
Far. I. Scci X. Wbre 'tis handled with exquiCce di-- 
ligence. 

Butif f«»^/iuh<s inlbnhatbany pcebability, why 
were nor Images brought in preftntly MponCokhitttiiK's- 
coming to the Empire, at leaft after rife death of fiiiiaii^ 
For then the Church enjoy'd Viad ini'PctDeh; Unlcfs it 
• were tobe faid, that by l\epping'b<iKkyii1totb»tprai!K(b 
' (artbon as they had gained pov.er) Which IhJeyliadiitttr-.- 
ly condemned in their dirtrcfs they kiftw that Hlfcy 
fliould bring the reproach of fiiftncerity hpoh thfeir 
ProfelTion, and that therefore it ti^as more adVifibfc Ito 
ftep into it by degrees. Bat hfc Hftttan tStievc thb'of ■ 
the A'ndediChutA , ■rotift*di>(iiii*tia J(iy^*atfc»e- 
ienceforit. 

B6t Whdfels rerivUs W«i|;ht tlfe to be «M Hklf 
keafon, *hy wthiariiot'iSf fitoagej foloifgtogether, 
wttliat it'would-fiitMfli rijeHtat&ns tnth objeflS*!. 
I Ihall hoff^ar tb oppdifetlUsC&tiJeSure with aiiiothtr, 
andtofay, thatit is ihdrevSteft'iM wn*<fe^ thit if 
the Antient Fathers had tttbnght it lawftil to bow iawa 
to Iriuifi, add to n^r/!(>/ithetti,they'irould1laVeljfbiighe 
this praaife inttitbbHeeiitUt ;'!l^' tfattbeditile'tte 
'^=' eentiki 



*■■ 1^^9rUm hmovation, i o i 

€M«^j had been soeoftotiQed to die wcfffiiipping of 

Itiriflges : fct k is incomparably more etfie tobnng mien 

irooi woHhipping fome Imiqgss to worJiip' oth^, ( as 

the 5fi^^' knew by experience) than from wdrihip- 

pii^ Images, to worflnp none ait all. Nay, it is ytt 

more likely that Images were braoght toto feveral 

QmrebKinthe fifth Age, in compiiaiiaewitll tbeiacli- 

fidtions ^ many of fhe €tfirAi&v.; 'who, iio# the iGwwch 

ibinedwith the Olory of the World, thronged mto it, 

before they had worn off* thor Soperftition and fondoels 

dr Images ; and that the reafon why it iwas.done no 

Ibotier, was this : tint theZeiA of thfe AoeieotChurdi 

tgiEunft/M4)g» being yecfte(h<iivtii|e(miqdsofmea» mud 

lie^d^^inder their oonUngintoany vfe itmnediately, and 

leive it tobea work 43f fbmeftime. And it is not.«Hr- 

l^fy tbflt Pvtaviut lumfelf , lintB weU Awaxe of thefe 

'tilings, kx otherwSe^ wasnot bfael^ «ob&6. that in 

-Ifhi Cimm'w^Jie ^huf^H^gia, 'aneCMti'iut tvAa^wB^d 

to'tbe-E^camplgi Und^hdirs'.^ tbe.'More mckoft iCbmrtbt 

'iut rubber -tf kater /i*wr« ; wbidi* is iiirmoie civil jjerms 

-tt) -tUfO^ it w«s an Jmunmim : fer fiiisiy/thia learned 

j^/ ^M# >bei^«r, thon-to fty Ithat tBia^CdKrovcrfie 

*tktf^^i^e^<ir'd4mnr ikHes^4baji thk !uiMcii^t€lm0f; i V t 
'Burt^y that wai>fittd'Qfaiicch«Aiilhori(|y fof Seagp- 
'^Gtthipv mtift igo «U>wn yct^btSeR,*] ekren:iiey4iidvfe)ie 
-imh) !Hclh, and l9««iftH:f2l^gpsc)ofiifee,atlyailh; liK&UIces 
' ^M»<itrthe^fiftb (AfB^tiBmigte^iiitaidiirtrdakwch^^for 
^hiMH^^t P$iia^ i^fli&Hiflk}ri^3d&c& Qiditt^ 

-ttttd 4lbms o]P'$#«^<weietot yUQen/ti^ivthi:.nial»of 
'X^htuebes. ihdMd> t^he^ • idie;:^eath ^e waS/UKiiv 




TO a Image-Worfbip aUotwhus lunovaSion. 

ing, broke 'efli down. Which . beeping of jthemi G^d» 

rj/ the Gr^^r di&iiowed, becaufehe thought Images ^ert 

'inflead of Boeh to them that could not read ; but the 

•worihipping of them he difallowed as much as Serenas. 

It is hkely enough that fome unwarrantable regard tp 

Images^ began about the fame time to obtain in other 

-places. For in the feventh Age there were warm Con- 

^troverftes about it, Avhich grew to (lich a heat 4h thus 

'Reign of i>^ Ifaurm^ that he commanded the Images to 

be broken down. But Superftition had gotten fuchan 

head, that this would not do ; but his Hon CcnftMthe 

M'as forced to call together a Gounoilf ( which confided 

of 3 3 8 Biihops ) to put an end to thofe Troubles, if it 

might be done. And they did their parts efiedually: 

^or they dki not onely decree sgainft (he worjhifpiwg of 

V Images/ but the^r^^^iiimrg of them. Now thirty years 

after thiSs towasls the end of the Eighth Age, another 

^'Council was ailembled at Nke , by the promotiipp 

of the Emprefs Irene ; in which Image- Worfliip was 

Houtly maintained, but with fuch kind of Araumest^, 

that if I were for the Worfliip of Images, I fnould be 

>very well dontsnt to lofe the advantage of the Councils 

- Autfaprity, provided I m^ht never be reproached widi 

their Healoning. The Giufe was upheld by Adrian i. 

then Biihop bfiZMMr, who fent the A^s of this fecond 

Nircm^ Council to Cbarks tht Great. Charles czUs-z 

Council o^ftaliany Germani and French Bifliops at Franks 

fird, in whiith it was determined a^nft the Cet^antine^ 

'Pelkan Council, that Jm(^es might; be^ retaineJ; and 

imartly coaduded againft tbtkNicene Fathers,that with* 

"oot impiety tbsy could net he wer flipped. It was un- 

lueky that the late bffiinnii«^ oiAntiquHy for the Wpr- 

< ibip;«f Iimgsr, ihoukTbe difcredited by iv^ an Authp- 

•Tity,.a(|ixobbU of alifireteOQe itp Vni^rfa^ty.^ And 
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liierefore Fetaviuif as^hers had done, comforcshimfeif 

with that vain pretence that the Council of FraniforJk 

* underftood nor the fence of the NiceneBifhops. It is "^/i^^.Dog. 

a vain pretence, becaufe the A6ts of the Nicette Couddi Jjj^jyt J' 



lay before the Fathers of Franl^ordM But the 
IX)ftrine was condemned about 31 years after this at 
Paris, and was indeed generally oppoiiSbd in the Wcftern 
Churches. So that it feems there is iome reafon why 
Image-Worlhippers Ihould notr^ardthe Examples and 
CMftitHtums of the Antienti but Mtber of the latter^ 
times of the Church. 

But when began the Worihip of the BieHklVirgin ? 
And why have we forgotten her all this while ^ Even 
becaufe the Fathers forgat her firft. 'Tis true, we find 
in GregiHhi HazianzeHS t Orarion upon St. Cyprian, thef Grr^nr^f^.. 
ftory of juftina the Virgin, calling upon the Virgin Ma^ 0m.i9. t.i. 
ry to defend her againft the unchaft deiignes of Cyprian^ 
who, if we may believe the Tale, was once a Conjurer at 
jintioch, &c But by St Cyprian's Life, written by ?m- 
tius his Deacon, it is evident that this ftory is void of all 
circumftande of Truth. * Baranius himfelfconfefles as ^Btf^ A. d. 
much: And by the endeavours that have been ufed to J^|^||*^^ 
mend the' Tale for the credit of G. Ifizianzen, 'tis plain ohiat. cuitus^. 
that there is no remedy> bat it mi^ go for an inexcu£i* P* 5'*^^' 
ble bu(ine& And therefore if ever tfere was caufe from 
the matter of & Writing imputed to a man- of great 
Name and Authority to conclude 'tis npne of hi^ ^ this 
equity is to bfe (hewn to Gregory Ifatianzen; it bei^in- 
credible that a manof his Worth and Abilities^ihould ei-^ - 
ther invent fuch a Lye, or be made to believe it. I con* 
fels 'tis hard on the one hand to believe that this ftpiy 
ihbuld be fo dextroufly iha£fed into /^iiaMittMfs C)^ 
tion, that the Impoftor was never difeoveEsd ;. yet oa 
the other handi 'tis harder to belfeve that £ich amaa . 



a$ he ifaaiildiead.his Bdj«f and hii fireath toib aUiinhi 
Itble. 
£^ Mttfts. Bpipbanau aUb tdUs ns of fomt AraitM Women dttt 

Tbii?t W.^^^^PP"* ^ Virgin :W»ry, by laying a Cake befo^ 
coUyrid. her for ibme days; and od^riag it up to her, aod theft 
eating it amoo^ thsmfelv^s. But that which he %» 
upon this bccafitai* is by oo means for the comfort o£ 
her Wonfiiippers. Let us, (aith he, put m the Spirits if 
mn, mal ieat dam thewadnffitf tbeje Wmen. I Icnovr 
it Willi iKfaid, thatthis reprootftuf-th^ t^tfytri/eei to 
the B. Virgin, reaches not thofe thajt do xaof. :|acri^ to 
her, btic'woatfkip' her without ^ifiee. ^»)il^fafyxt 
Epiphatiiw |naioes!no Xudiidtftifi^Qa. CF«r, itysb^^ -ifh 
of the Prnfhets.ever aJknedihAt a Mmfimld ie mrfii^ 
ped, muhkfi a If^umm > if it was tkf Oo^'uf^q^^ofii 
<■ • €ittaB,7tih)(t.itiierflL;Vii^ was iliOK jgjl<;)|cic|us.'t^a^ 
Ciaei!t^iim<zad^rna/fhi)Hi; -i^ij^tfxnyv did -flnai^g^iy^org^ 
fainoftlfyaadtffaeiWaniK wasfpeakiiig ofrWactP ,her^^ 
poftd <a Man jsiight mher.be made #n Ol^eft af>l(^^U- 
gootis WocAnp ^ than ja ^eaaan , tbo^h the ^. >Vf^gi|{. 
. For thus ite .^ws .on : .T^i^b 'the f^irgin %e a ri^lifs/^ 
\ ^piil,.Jbeiiiyet:iat .i»mmm-'4he^dJEitrMrJi^,i^ 

tmn^dertd, tlmo'mmb^k^ 'tire'l>0%kt0r ^Jpa^igi, atid 

'An^,-iwlnmiu ion te)tiKmm:«theft^Kt^ are^'^uffi,^. 

M-A^a/dm^ss^tiMti^xst* . irtheMii;gio,Mj^a{^^ 

-hiy9natfdiwiih:Rsa^iians<Md»lf$rmnsr i%i^ (be^ti^q^^ 

ntr./ii. AAfr)^iEfiflm^. , ti^ in the fotfigpiiiig difcoMi^ tj^kI 

Anadkom. ^ boniiur.of!db&Vii!g|in a»:hlgh as ,TrathrWouJld il^ 

■^lum, wDaUitetittreKud it tbentOt difltij^osifli^^tfipai 

>6dcrifiR:lifiteM Uei%aiind8ed,:Z«4iii£ty>i<r. bmmrtdi 

ttui'ht the^gatbatiSimiimd &eij <!lf^,hiadn(ed,' ^ ^ if 

lidiad bcdii ifafcn asiA^ auvfifi^Mut, mt^aot, haire 

avoid*. 



iy the CoHyridkas^^fed hy the C«tIioIiclc& i o$ 

avoided fayinga Let Mary he mrJhippeJ with Rel^ious . 
Irrvecation indeed^ knt let Godanely bemrjhipfed mt^Sa* 
crijfce. But do^ be intimate any tbjpg ot >this narure i 
Nay, be does as plainly exclude all Religi^s Worfliip of 
her, as It was pofTible to exclude a thing wh^ch had not 
then obtained in th^ Church. For fay$ ht,<j^ did »ot 
"commit the Power ofBaptiziffg to Mary» .w ifjikjfing his 
DifctpleSi or any Authority. upon Earthy 7hi$ tmelf he 
^ouchfafed to her, to he a SanSk'^dCre^tupe^ and worthy 
to enter into his Kinf^dom. But if ihe ha(i been then a- 
dored in any fort, and Epiphanius had approved it, he 
was ftrangjply jfoi^fetful of tjie dutj of ji good Writer, 
not to menuoa it m t!bts pl^cp at leaft, whore^he. pkin 
Rules of Di(couri^ obliged mm, and would have led him , 
to it. All which, makes it evideqt that we are to take ' 
Worjhip or Adoration here in the prpper ieac^ of the 
Miord,. and not for vifihle SacKJ^ces of^y. .4jid the 
whole place is the more uslucky.tQ the Wori}ii{>pecs of * 
the B. Virgin, becaufe no comfort is to be bad fronx that 
expredion of ^ honouring her, which Epiphanini requires • «/^ ts» 
we fhould do^ For that by this he did not moan any ^^ 
Religious Worihip, is I thtfik rea^Cooablyplain^ froo) .whtt 
he fays concerning Eve^ in this very-Difcoiiije : l^f^tinr 
Mother Eve f he honoipredftu ieingfwnedhyQiid. liJoHOt t ^ij,^. 
know that Prayers ar£ iaid to Eve in t.hA Rmfm Qhuidi : 
But J am confident Epiphanimy/%s .^. ^nngj^r.to any 
fuch thing in his tima Sp that if we examwp^ ^^ 
words of toorjbippiiiz and i^npnrinf^ ^i^-tfa^y .ftaod iR ^pi^ 
phanius , never fo k>ng» they wiU oonfefe tbis odd oo 
mofe, that we muft tmnk and fpeak very hoatwr^lj 
6f Mary, 3$ being a mod holy wonaaa, wild the Viigia 
Mother of Jefue ; but that we muft at no hand smtc 
her with any fort of Invocation^ ReliaousRites whiit> . 

foever. And fo I ihaU opochide this puM Ixifi^ 
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10^ The K Virgin hononred in the fnarth Age^ , 

the words of Epipbanius : AltboMgb Mary ie excelkntiy i 
go0dand Mjf and to he hotfoureJ, Jbe is not yet to he ho^ 
nomtdfo as to he mrfl^ipped. By which we may judg^ 
of the modefly or underftanding of him, whoever be was; 
that clap'd the name of St. Epipbanius to that fulfome 
tpciaidib. f Oration conceqping the B. Virpft\ where the Angela 
1^^. £f»pk Cherubim is!A Serapbim are brought in adoring her, &c. 

As for what we have concerning the B. Virgin in the 
Liturgy faid to be StXbryfofiom% and pretended to be 
tranmted by EraJmuSf it is all ^manifeft Interpolation, 
being direAly contraiy to StXbryfofionfs Doftrine in 
his undoubted Writii^. Could he that affirms, that if 
Jtf -^rir. thrift were not by "^^ nature the Son of God, he had 
\ ^.^> . been inferiour to the Angels, affirm alfo that the Bleded 
r^*«^x^ *" Virgin ( who is naturaffy no GOddefs ) is incomparably 
^f'S^^! ^*^^ g^rious than tbe Cberuhm and Serapbim f Or that 
t Id. in Joan, (he was w^potted^ whom he plainly notes for f AmSi- 
Q.a.Hom*2a (jjon and DeTire of Worldly Ulory, and foppofes to be 
checked by fefus for it > Concerning the Blefled Vifw 
gin, and the priviledge ihe bad by beuig the Mother of 
^ Jefas^ diey (pake in thdie days, ^^ we of the Reformat 
tioanow do. St. Cbryfofftm be witnefs for this, in the 
phrie fcrfl: cited: •' When thou heareft that Woman 
*^ Aying) Bhgidis the Wdmh tbat hare tbei, and the Paps 
*Ubat ffve tbee fnek i and then himfelf artfwering, Tjea^ 
•^ rather Uejfed are they tbat bear tbe Word of God and 
** keep it. Do not think thai thefe words argued con- 
« tempt of his Mother^ but'that he would (hew haw 
^ little it would profit her ttiat (he was hisMbther, if 
^^ (he wttt not exceedingly good' and faithful. But if it 
*^ profited M4n nothing at all; that Cbriffwzs born of 
^< her, unlets (m had the virtue of the Soul, much lefs 
•^f good will it do us, to hjve an excellent Father, Bror 
*> thery or C*/^ whilft we have nope of their Virtue—- 

"For 
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'attunpbythe Ktfinrmed Catbobcl^, lof 

**f or we are to pkce oufr hope of fidvation in nodiii^, 

" next to the Grace of God, bat onely in our proper 

''good Adioos and Qualities. For if that Rektion 

** wMch Mary had to ChriHy were a thing of it felf pro- 

** fitable, the Jews had fofind it foin fom^ degree. For 

"•Civi/? was akin to them aftorthe FJefli.; and fo had tiie^ 

" City in which he was born, and fo lud his •*Bretbre». 

**<But whilft his Brethrni did.juft what pleafed them> 

f* felves, the honour they had to be of kintohiin^ pro- 

"fited them not at ail, but the/ were-condemned with 

"the reft of the World. •Agreatdealmore to thispur- 

pofe you may find in this excellent Father, and that in . " 

the place by me cited ; by whidi you may fee what the 

ftrain of^hat Age was, as to theBiefled Virgin, and how 

very .unlike to that wiuch was tiiken up in foUowii^*^j^^fj|' 

times ; fome inftances of whidi, we have m //(miiiesiamtnuiaum, 

faWy attributed to ♦ St. €bryfofim. •»• Toatf. 

In fhort, if we fet afide fpuiious Writings, iudi as the . 
Sermon concerning the AffimptuM of the BkSed Vtr' 
VMt publiihed in Si, Hiermfs Works, and attributed by 
fome to SophrMiust but was vaolOi certainly written long 
after they were both dead ; and the two Prayers ( at- 
tributed to * St. Amhrofe ) Prtfaratwry f Mt^i in the * loca. ^ 
fecond of which, God is defired ( aoccndiiw to the Ge- 
nius of after-times ) to htffire the Bl^dVtryn firft, 
and then the Afcfiks , and then the Martyrs and Cm- 
feffhrs, with the«thooght oSfirtymg to Gotlfir the Prieft .- 
But the baft learned amongft the Papifts have been a- 
fhamed to-prodiKe thele Prayers as St.Amhrofe\ they 
are fo evidently fnppofitious. If we fet afide alfi> the 
Vkxk oiMedimiun whidi the Latm-^Utymts that ate 
in it convince of Nowtity ; and the Tieatifeof.the j^ 
fmuftimt attributed to St. Atfiht, and the Sermons un- 
der Jiis name upon the Feaft of the Ammttiatimt which 
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io8 7he Martyrs mOre hemUridthan ihe B. Virgin. 

C0iild be none of hisi becanTe that Feaft wjis hot then in 
being ! And in one word, aU thofe Wriijngs which 
Learned men of the Rman Cotiimunimi have themfelves 
confefled to be at leaft doubtful, though the^had for 
ibme time gory under the names of Fathers of the 
Fwrtb Ape. Setting thefeafide^ 1 fay, we find but mo* 
deratb things Spoken of the Blefled Virgin. 

After all the pains that have bee^i tak^ to make 

fome of her Fefiivdi Ancient^ it is more than probable ' 

. that as yst ihe had norle ; and that the Fathers of the 

Fourth Age^ who ate cited for one or two of them, have 

been^ without their confent, made to fpeak the fence of 

after-Ages, that were loath to be deftitute of all pretence 

from Antiquity, for making tiie honour of the Bkffed 

Virgin out*mine . all that was done to others Martyrs, and 

^ confiic. A- Saitits. For the ^ dmjlitutifms do not fo much as men- 

*oai.8,c.33.tiQn Qne of her Fedivais, where one would thkik they 

. ihould have omitted none. 

The SaUitatian of Ave Maria has now lor fome time 
ran through the Religion of the Church of Rome , in . 
puhlick and private D^otions ; but in this' Age no 
Example or Recommendation of any fuch thing is to be 
met withaL 

No^ nor one Prayer to her, do we yet hear of; which 
plainly ihews, that ( whatever the fuper(litk>n of fome 
one private Verfoh or' other might be» of which we can* 
not affirm or deny anything ) her Worfliip was no pare 
of the Religion of the Age. If you woold^know the 
iirft bold man» after the CeSjridians^ that brought her 
into the Ghurcb to be invoeated ; Hicepborue will tell 
f vUifih RUL y^^ it was 1 6ne.lVit«r FuHa^zBijhep jfideed,&iit aa^ZSf^' 
'•i5*c.a8. (yri&iM^ who found out four very j^ofife^let^ 

will believe Nici^lwr»r ; (»iewl^r€X)f,was>fchattiie^a^ 
Hame (ftbe Fkffn Ihedd ie caBeinfm in every Frmar. 

How 



InthefcurthAge^attdhr^afttr^ top 

How the invention of this man was entertain'd, I can- 
not fty : He lived near the fixth Age. But neither is 
thus much Antiquity to be boafted of; nor was it for the 
credit of the Innovation, to have an Heretkk for its 'Au- 
thon •» 

The Church was full of the Memories of the Martyrs; 
but as yet the BUfeJ Virgin had none. What a (Irange 
thing was it, that The&J^retf who ran the honour <^ the 
Martyrs to that height, that it requires fome Candour to 
bring lumdown with fafety and honour ; that he, I fay, 
ihould make no mention at all of the Blejfed Virgtti^ 
and the Solemnities that were due to her : and that in a 
Difcourfe where he profefledly brings in the Martyrs^ 
fuj^lanting thofe Damons which had been fo long ferved 
by the Pagan World. He could name * Peter, Pau/, "^ rheod: de 
Thomas /Sergius, MarceSus, Leonttus, AntMinm, and J^^'^^ ^''^• 
Mauritius. Do we think the Bleffed Virgin had been Martyr adFin. 
left to be underftood amongft the other Saints that had 
their i9^tfimrf/i^ialfo, if (he had had eveti in Theodore fs 
time«any at ail i But why ihould we talk of her Memo^ 
ritSj when as yet her Relics were not found, nor in all 
likelKiood foi^t for > fmce if they hacih, 'tis not to be 
doubted, but thofe Monks, or others like them, that 
weot^ip and down with the Bones efAiartyrs^ if indeed 
they were Martyrs Bones^ would have gratified the curio* 
fity of devout People, with fome of thofe ReJiques that 
Pofterity a long time after was blefled with ; viz. fqme 
of the BlejffedPlrgins Hairy her Comhs\ her Hood^ her 
supper 9 her Efpai^l Ring, nay and fome of her Milk too, 
witn fudh other di'uigs, whioh came not to light, till fome 
Agesufter the zeal of Relives begim in the Church. 

But when once Devotipn began tb turn towards her,^ 
no tink was loft ; and though it waii late firft , yet her 
Service prefently overtook, and at laft went t)eyond the 

• honour 



no The except gtmth of Devotion to tbeKVirg. 

hooonr that was done to the other Stunts and Martyrs. 
The Tbirteewtb Age produced a Relique of the B, Virpn^ 
(b iamons for the AGrade that broughtkinto £«ni^,and 
for the- Miracles that have been done by it ever (ince, 
that theReliques of the other Saints afe nothing to it: 
And that is her Houfe once at Maxaretb , where fhe was 
Born, and vifited by the Angel ; whidi Houfe was car- 
ried by ^ff^«/f out oTp^iatf, into i>4iba//(t, and firoiB 
thence into Italy ^ where it now ftands, and is our Duiy 
of Loretto*s ChappeL By the Forihteenth Century (he 
had gain'd no. lels than feven Fefiivals in the year, which 
I mention tolhewthe growing Devotion of the timam 
Church towards the A V'trgm\ not that we make this 
any great matter of compkiint ; no, though tluy^were 
* twice feven, if the Fiids upon which they were grounded 
were true, -and the grounds reafondile, andGodonefy 
. were worfliipped in the celebration of fucb FeSii- 
vats. 

The later DoAors have made too mudi amends 

for the modeftyof the Ancient Fathers, who fpafce 

indeed of her very honourably, but within bounds. 

The World walfomething oUared in the tniddk df the 

Sevetab Age, if Pope Mirtin Md what we find in 

tcoUeaan* ^ Ana^afius : Whoever dees net Hoimtr and A J$re the 

Anas.^ii. glefled Virgin the Metber rfGed, let him ie acm^ 

* Gtmkn,\a fed* Of which Curfe, *Germamu the Patriarch of Cm- 

l!^/^ Mtinople, was in no danger, if he addrefled himfelf 

704. ' ' * in this manner totte Ble0ra Vir^ : Nt hodyu refkiA' 

fied with the knowledge tfGed, hut fy thee^ meftHoly, 

No hedy is famed hut hy thee* Mother if God. Ifo iotfy 

is delivered front danger, hut hy thee, thou helened of 

God. Again : then hming^lx Uteer of a Mother mtb God, 

doff heyond metfure gain Pardon for them who |fi» ieyond 

meafure. For it cannot he that thou tmldfi net he beard: 



after flje began to be Wwjbipped. rri 

lecaufe to aOpurpofes and in all tbit^s, and throng all things 

Cod obeys thee as his true and immacnlate Mother. This 

was pretty weUfor the eighth Agt ; as like wife was that 

oiDamafcent, who calls tte B.Virgini file LadyandGe-fjkkOMmgfti 

vernejlof all Creatures. No welder therefore that Cardi- ^^i*^ •»* ^ 

nal Peter Damian coining long after thefe, telleth her that 

ifae comes before the Altar of Reconciliation, not asking m- 

ly J hut commanding i osaLady^notasa Servant. I know 

not whether he was the Author of thofe glorious Titles 

which have fince fiirniflied fome of the Hymns that we 

meet with in the Offices of the Bleffed Virgin > ^The'l^^J^^^ 

Qnfen if the World, The mndiw-rf Heaven, The Gate (f\^olTi: 

Varadifey the Tabernacle of God, the Star of the Sea, the '^• 

Heavenly Ladder, by which the Heavenly King- came down 

to US belon>,and Iry which man who grovelled upon the ground, » 

afcnds in exaltation to Heaven. BUt Anjelni that lived 

in die fame Age with litm, fpeaks more fully : ^AsGodXAtftimfyxkt, 

u the Father,and God of allWtnp^byhu power treating all^^^^^ 

things ; fo Biefled Mary the mther of, God, refforing all 

tJri9^s by her Merits, is the Mother and Lady of the Vni- 

verje. Which agrees very well with that reaion he had i 

given before, why her Son went to Heaven before her: 

t Perhaps, Lord, lejl thy Court in Heawnjbonldiland in ^ ^^ «• V 

doubt whom it fhould rather go out to meet^ thee their "^^^see a/w 

cominz to take poj/ijlfon of thy Kingdom , or her their ^Lady yefuits chdu. . 

a/cending to that Kingdom alfi, which bihngtd^o her fy a^P' 478. 

MothJers rigtt. To this nothing. couki be added in fo ^^^^* 

little a time beyond Bo^aventur/s P faker , who;taking 

the Pfalms of David, put in Z^^// infteadof Lard, in this^ 

manner : come let is ffng*unto our Lady, &c. L^ every 

thit^ that hath breath praife our Lady. But not content ^ nnuBoMdv. 

. with this, he framed ^fAthana/an Creed to her Scr*{|;^5J'' "** 
vice too, beginning thus : WhofoeterwillbefStved, Jris^ 

fore all things it is neceffary that 1^ fhould hold a firm Faith 

con^ 
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concerning the Virgin Mary ; which Faith except a man 

keep whm andunaefled^i^ithout douhthe jhall perijhever* 

ilaftingly. Ajid now whofoever Ihall cogfider the lata* 

nies (^ the Blejfedf^irgin, and her Rofaries, and the Pray^ 

' I ' ers and Hymns of her Saturday's Office, and her ffalters. 

and the vaft number of Books of Devotion to her , and 
the Worfliip that is accordipgly given to her in preten- 
ded CathfUck Countries ; whoioe ver fliall confider what 
they fay to her in thofe f rtfjf^rj and 7i^w»j, &c. which 
the Speculum Beata Firginis , juft now publifhed, has put 
togetner, naay perhaps find there are Caufes of Horror 
. which ftjlonfieur de Meaux is not fo much concerned at 
as he ought, to be: Hemayjufllyfcar, that if the Refor- 
xnationdid not jgive fome little check , neither would 
>, thefe excedes flop here; though in many places no- 

thing how remains to be done , but without any fkrther 
t TrJgwrii refervednels, to erefi: Altars proper to the Blejfed Firgin 
i^'t?^^^^ every. Church, as the \ fefuites began to do in Chi- 



20. na. 



O Blefled God, look down in thy mercy upon the 
miferableeflate of ChrfHiamty in fo many parts of the 
ChriftkklNQtld ! . 

When the Bl^^d Firgin foretoM that all Generatim 
pould call her BleJUed, did ihemean that all Generations 
would Worihip her ; would Worfhip her. Images and Pi« 
dures; would i^eher a Mediatrix I)etween God and 
man ; W0ukl>afcribe to her the power not of prevailing 
with J^s only for any thing, but of commamling him 
too ; would offer Jefas himfelf a Sacrifice in her Honour ; 
ibouldbura locehfe to her j would ufe Rofaries, Hwrs^ 
and ffdters iat her efpecial Invocation and Service \ 
.wouklinftituteand maintain Fraternities for that Ser-^ 

vice^ 



tars, and by moft foletnn Invocation everytwlwce, a4d 

by proper Rites 'of Religious Woribip, and by letting 

QevotioQ niMoitt:t9< hef more thsntoour l/>rd Jiefus 

' fatofclff t^-a^Bizft h^ to be the La^ tf Heaven and 

For thus all Generations have not Terved her. NotJ^ng 
of all this was done to her for feveral Generatictis after 
Christ ; nor any thing of it in cotnparifon till the dregs 
of Time, till the decay of Learning and Piety, made way 
for grols Superftition. 

The firft beginnings of thcfe Corruptions were more 
general^ but the Improvements of them were chiefly 
owing to the See of Rgme^ which ^ it g^rew in power and 
gr^tmefs, fo it proted):ed thofe Abufes more efleftuallj. 
ACharaderveryill-befeeming a Church that pretends 
to be the FiUar and Ground of Truth. 

^ The Wit of Mancnnid not devifeany thing mQreib> 
viceable to Errour, to make it fpread in the World ; and 
to fix it, than that a powerful See grafping at Supremacy^ 
and pretendbg to /if/^//!r^i/i(y, ihould take it under her 
wing. 

This Set is the Source ^^1 fholS^ P^pofition^ which 
they have met with tmtt demanded a Reformati- 
on ,' it is iWSitiimt w4M 1iiifh'bbftr((^tf 9^119^ 
ral Reformation , when (:jE'r/y?^M/fMf w^ «th«rwife wel^ 
difpofed towards it. 
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Therefore when Reformation by coi 
was made Impoffible by the See of Retw, what re- 

a 
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niauKd but that the Natioaal Churches ihould reform 
themfelves i 



Our Reformation was a return to Primitive Antt> 
^uity ; and that it-m<iy prove a leading example, let 
us pray without ceaiuig , ^at God lowld bring ine» 
the nay if Truth all fuch its have irrei and are deeei^ 
.ved. 



THE END. 



i*aMk^ 



■fciii **i 



i*t 



«. - 



"1 • 



Tautts to be Correfted. 

T\fs^ 8f JfeinSnth Wxit from the btmm^fotC^ifwnMmA €m9jlk$sl' 
jL F* 82 L 3. for KtconciUdj. Rtcmmndid, 
K 80 I ^* for them read f ibi «. 

F.88l.7-fofAf^'^f-^^i?r. : ; . 

P. 92 1. 3. for Frdfirs r. Fr«/ex, 



rx .. ^ "^ ". 






. f; #^'« 



)/ . 



t 1 



^' « ■ « I 4 • 









Ai*iw*MMM«aMBrfMa*MiMfBa«aii 



A Catalogue of fome Difcourfes 
Sold by T. "Bafet at the ^eorge 
in Fleetflreet. 

u A Perfwafive to an Ingenuous Trjal of Opinons in 

Xl Religion. 

X. The Difference ofthe Cafe between the Separation 
of the Proteftants from the Church of Rome, and the Sc^ 
paratipnofDiflentersfrom the Church of firg/W. 

3 . A Difcourfe about the Charge of Novdty upon the 
Reformed Church of England^ made by the Papifts ask- 
ing us the Q^itioTiyWhere was our Religion before Luther > 

4. The Proteftant Refolution of Faith, beir^ an An- 
fwer to Three Queftions. I. How for we muft depend 
on the Authority of the Church for the true Sence of 
Scripture. IL Whether a vifible Succeffion from Chrift 
to this day makes a Churchy which has this viftble Sue- 
cedion an Infallible Interpreter of Scripture ; and whe- 
ther no Church which has not this vifible Succeilion, can 
teach the true Sence of Scripture. III. Whether the 
Church of England can make out fuch a vifible Succefli- 
on? 

^. A Difcourfe concerning a Guide in matters of 
Faitli ; with Kefpeft efpecially to the Romiih pretence 
ofthe Ncc|flity of fuch a one as is Infallible. 

6. A Difcourfe about Tradition ; fliewing what is 
meant by it, apd what Tradition is to be Recieved, and 
what Tradition is to be Reje^ed. 

7. A Difcoorfe concerning the Unity oftbeCathoIick 
Church, maintained" in the Church oiEntJand. 

8-A 



^BogkiJoUhy Thp. Baflct. 

' 8> A Dtfcoiirfe concerning the NccdSty of Refbr aa^ 
tioni with refpeA to the Errours and Corruptions of the 
Church of Rme. In two Parts. 

9. A Difcourfe concerning the Object of Religious 
Worfliip : or, a Scripturt^Proof of tht Unlawfulnefs of 
giving any Religious Worihip to «ny other Being^Befides 
the one Supreme God. 

I o. A Difcourfe againfi Tranfubftantiatioa 

!!• A Difcourfe concerning the Adoration of the 
Hoft, as it is Taught and Praftifed in the Churdi of 
Rome. Wherein an Anfwer is given to t. G. on that 
Subjcft, and to Monfieur Boclean's I«e Pook Je Aiora-^ 
tione EuchariBia. Parh^ | <5 8 5 • 

I z. A Difcourfe concerrting Invocation of Saints. 

13. A DifoDurfe concerning the Devotions of the 
^ Ghurch of J?(?iwe. 

1 4. A Kfcour fe concerning the Celebration of Divine 
Service in an Unknown Tongue. 

15'. A Difcoiiffe concerning' Auricular Confcffion, 
as it is Prefcribed by the Cooncilof Trent, and Pradifed 
in the Ghurdi of Rme. With a f6(lfcript,on occafion 
of a Book lately printed in France^ called, Hifioria Cm^ 
feflfoHis Auricularis^ 

16. A Difcourfe concerning the Worfhip of the Blefled 
Virgin and the Saints ; with an Account of the Bqgin- 
^ningsand Rife of it amongft Chrillians : In Aqfwek* ta 
Monfieur Je Meaux's Appeal to the Fourth Age in his 
ExpoGtion, and his PaftoralLettejr. 
"«» 

ACcOt&im of Cafif 9SiA odier D^tMrfa lately written to- 
recover IMilenters to the CmwaMRMH of tne Chunb oi 

lumes in Qgaito. 
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Defirlflg Infixmfttioii of the 

CONFERENCE 

At the B. of P. mentioti'd in the 

letter to Mr. & 

IKnovr not what tomake of the Letter to Mr. O. On the one fidje 
it chai^ hhn mthpiliflgeiiisk^^ 
fc&Cmis of a late Conference^ and. on the other comwt 

I amtdd, ba e^4yi tfLeMntbtg Md tmtgmy^ as frell as the ly^j 
<}opift^ midwMfrtfim nr thewbok O m ft refmty mid way weO mdtrfi^od 
^ vMe Montr. Mr. G. isonewith whom! have my fdffoineAc^ 
qpaintance> and whom I knoir not to be fo weA as the fligbtmg H^^ 
^f the Letter wonld make him, tho' I do not thhik him ftrongeaongh 
to make an Argument Scorn-prorf: Fw to laii^ oPan Aorgodmit 
which becomes nnportmnte, and win not take a dvil ^ifwer^ 
is a (me way, and which I faa\^ known t>ra£t»M» TboCe who know 
himbetter, thhdc there is notan honefter Man in the Nation ; and 
that if he have wronged xJbt D. ^tis the.firil Wrong he did in hit 
Li^ TheD. is a Man in Dignity, and t^iaa whom no body knoivs 
better what^tistodefasie his Neighbor, and poft himnp in Print 
for a Fool and a Knave : For that's the {^n, tfao* not the bhint 
f^adiih 6£We^ and Dijmfftmm. What mdt I thmk of this mat- 
ter r Has the jD. forgot himfelf ? Or is Mr< ^. hi fo fliort a timt 
become another Man, one who went into the CkAleFeace Honeft and 

Able, and cameont adifingenuons Dunce? 

A This 




/ 



yet in Town, andmi^l 
or imperfedt in them, and noade Satisfaftion, if he had done any body 
Wrong. And I cannot comprehend why he was let alone, as long as 
he.m^t haTe-Afifwer'd for himfelf, and lofted a$ fopn as he was 
got a Hnndred and fifty Miles off*. Again, the OrtgifuJ T^^ whioh 
the Letter fays was ReadakHd and affrovdhy both forties^ migta: 
have l>een publilh'd, and allfarther troublfe fiiv*d, A Copy agreed 
by both Sides would have put the Matter of Fadt paft Fending and 
Proving. By the w^y^ in wlk)fe Hands do's this Original Paper re- 
maia-M fpppofenotinMr. (7V^.b^ufe the Letter, inftead of talk- 
ing of the Uokuthentic Papers ot his Writer.wouid in likelihood lave^ 
complain'aofcohtiptihgthedri^nal. tf it remain with the !>• 
ciertainly Difingenuity is a thuig with whichMr. G. is unacqi^ted : 
Cor thofe. who are given to play .Tricks, are^ fufpicious, and^and 
u pon their G uard, and provim befgre- hand not to be caught. We 
may be fure Mr. 6\ never dpeamt^f i>layiag ^he 2>. fou]^ if he left ia 
the 2>*/ Hands wherewith to be coovinc'd of foul Play. 

But yet the Letter will needs have him Diiingenuous^ becapfe 
when the Wafers, of the Gentleman whowrh foirbim^ wertneuher Read^ wm 
Comfardy. n$r Signed as they on^t to^ have bem^ pith what IngOtwiy c^t 
tbefe be difjarfid throagh fp marrf. Hands for trm and OHthehtic Cwef,?^ 
Pray! where is the Difingennity of difperfin^ them for txiue, if 
theybe tme, and why ate they the lels true for not being formally 
Authehtic ? I for my part think, that no Readmg, nor Comparing^ 
nor Signing wiQ make a thing true which is not, not hinder a thing 
from.being' true wbkh is. Yes ^ but they mnfi be of very eajle Faith ^ 
and%i7td€rftaiuiing^ who mddtakf hie Word in this Matter^ with$Ht Jq 
macbas tmy Motwe ef CredibUity. That is to fay, he.is a Fool who 
believes a Catholic upop his W^rd i a Complement which if Qitho- 
lies ihottld return^ welboold have comfortabi&liviog together. But 
the JD. miilakes bis Man, and knows not how great a Motive of 
Credibility Mr. $*i Wocdis^ and how many Proteftant Fools there 
are, if they befo who take bis Word, than which ho body, ibelieve, 
who knows him^ wiUdefire oacreAfllirancein any Matter of Faft. 

But Mr. ^* tnakesthe D. barely put a Queftion about the Greek 
Church, bfit memiMis not the ir^erence he. drew fKom. it^vhi^h. is fef 
din^n inthe OniginalPaferaffrovedby both/ParticL Andifiit were 
no others. x)q2^ thaty which isfet down in the Letter^ viz. Then a 
t£hnrchhoUingto Tradiiion^itsRuU^ may err. in matters of /ufir^,I fOr 



en 

ny part do not fee vrhat aeceflity there, wasat all of tettiAg it dowwi 
die Inference being fo evident from the Preoaifes, that every one thac' 
rails, might read it. - 

So that upon the whole, methinks here is much ado about nothing* • 
And then for the two thmgs which the 1>. defires Mr; G. to make' 
ODt, commend me to him for aman wholoves to fpsrre his own pains. ^ 
Tis as much as to fay, doyon^do all the work, and I will fit by, .and - 
tell yoa whether it be well done or no, null: ]V&. G. prove thst Protc-^ . 
Pmns have noabfoUiit certainty f I thought it had concern*d them to^ 
be fatbfied that they: have. For feme iecurity fare woald not be a-; 
mifs for Souls, as well asforMony; Ithou^ it had concerned the ' 
C as well as his NeigHbors, to have^an account of the hope which . 
h in him, ready for all who ask it/ Me teaches Proteftaot Ooftriiv; 
and (if 1 miftake him not^ owns an 2d>fblute cer^unty. . Has he; th^ 
nothing to do with makmg it appear that he is ftire of what he: 
teaches, and what he owns ; But aefire not to be troubled for that 
matter, and bid Mn G. prove the contrary ? I take no notice that' 
theQueltion is veered from certamty of Proteftant Dodtrin to cer- 
tainty of Scripturef, as if it were alloneto be certain of the Book^ 
and <!ertain of every thing for which 'tis quoted. Such matters l^ 
leave to thofewhoare orwillbe concerned ^ but I think it not equal:' 
by any means tt^t one fide &ould makeall tfa^ Play. . 

I take theSea>nd Propolal for thfrfairer^of.th&two^ndwiih they 
would Ihareit between them i Mr. $; anfwerthe D'sobjeftlon, and ' 
tKc IX. Mr. ff'S Argument. The D. is too nracb a Scholar not tor 
know hehasnotanfwer'd it yet, becaufe he knows an Argument is -^ 
not anfwered, tiU fome Propolition in it be found falfcj. fomcTerm 
taken* in a double fenlc,-or ill coupled with his fellow ; in fine, till 
ISme fault be difcovered/ He meddtes with nothing of this, but lets 
the Fremifes afdne, and btings an objeAion againft the Conclufion i 
a thing which may be done, and very ipccioufly, and very crofly a- 
gainft as rindcniable Ttuths as any in the World; for when will tnb-e 
want fbinething to fay, and- more than tan eafily boanfwered^ againfli . 
the diviiion of an Inch into as many parts, as an EH ? Or the movi^ 
ofitwo Points towards one another "perpetuailyi which notwithftancE 
ifig (hall nevermeet ? Andyet both are palpably-demonftrable. Now 
a&the D. fays to Mr.O\ anfwer my Objedtion, or elfe your Argument 
mult.be faulty 5 Mr. G. may fey to the tD. anfwer my Argument oi 
elfe there muSte a fault in yourObjefticn*. And as this is equally 
fbrcibleon both fidft /they arc *debtor» to one another. J fuppofc. 
jhcy will come, to account, and Ictus, who fhiid,by, know at-kft 

wiert. 



mil MODBIN ERGU%Picno«ARi fa/ 

wliere^ vmisrt^r So«2»$witIi (baSrotol^ 

1^,(P. ^ lay judemeaty I j>tiay jtou to get me iofonaatioQ of the 
a»»cr «f 6^, iuch as | «ay ceUe upon, v, Partwalwly what de 

^•« «A|«(9iiiy myff'^ v^mrnit from km 4^w it^:. Wtei tlwre M 
/«ye, <tr4ng€rf0 mhuC^io I him ithajpned that the Geot^emw 
naowrit^rW0)> aeverrMdbii Fsfers at tU Coaelujm: How the 
Cppie$g}veiio«tby W,G,x^m.towik'wihatu fetdmnmthtOri'. 
gftuUP/9trrpid4hm-^^^diyi(»bP/artkt:Wbat^^ 

PrwtiunOr^MM'P'i^y which ae lays, was r;r^ 

fa^i6^4rtw,«od whiditeraauwdgiiijr in his owo hands, that fi> the 
'"^worldr wichont «ore ado wight have been&tisfied of thenugbtif 

dj^reoce between it and Mr. G's C(^y ? In fine, to &7 aU u ai 
vwordtprocQfe B>e,if y<a) can, atrue account of tbe lattCoi^cxtacek, 

at the-^.of f' Forth6 the title of theLetter promiieone, Ifiod 
.nojpcrfbnnaiwe inthe hody^aad^emain asl^sBoraatofwhatiiaftiat 
: heiore I nad it. 

The Printer to^Read«. 

S£^r d^ftr Utter cam to my bands^ then woiMm^ in thcVreJ^ 
which ffvesikftf^trth^ c/ tbeCct^erenfe^ whkh u Jr"^-^ 

Im^ Apiwf written by one who wMifrefdftM H^fo W4t (tbo^ it 
n$t written m mty hintfrm this JUtter) .it my ferveToranJnJwef 
berem^and of tbe fern time jive tbeWorU a tme MJfuA scceimt^if^ 
i»JEu^ AMitwiUbe pubUc viqito 

orfbui?days«tfarthcft; -r^t 
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.i4«^ Pr>«r«<< fy Henry HUIs, f rioter to the Kmgs nvfi ^*f^ 
M4iMfy.fifbifH<mfioldaadCk4ffet. And are to Fe pM at huTtttn- 
k^^iMftinm^biWt w tht met-fitk i tbt mD^AxmlKtt^ 



